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THE EMBASSY OF ITALY IN ADDIS ABABA
in collaboration with AICS and ICE
IS PLEASED TO INVITE YOU TO

ITALIAN RESEARCH DAY IN THE WORLD 2025

24 June 11

REGISTER HERE
@ 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM (UTC +3) (BOTH FOR IN
PERSON AND
ONLINE
@ ltalian Cultural Institute PARTICIPATION)

Belay Zelleke Street

The Italian Research Day in the World (Giornata della Ricerca Italiana nel Mondo - GRIM) is an initiative of the Italian

Ministry of University and Research and the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs aiming of highlighting the contributions

of Italian researchers working abroad and demonstrating Italy's commitment to science, technology, and

innovation in order to promote international cooperation.
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The Embassy of Italy, in collaboration with AICS and ICE, presents

GRIM Conference: Scientific Dialogues

Italian-Ethiopian Research and Innovation

Event Rationale and Structure

"The Italian Research Day in the World (GRIM)" is an initiative of the Italian Ministry of University and
Research and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Organized by Italian embassies worldwide, it aims to
highlight the contributions of Italian researchers working abroad and highlight Italy's commitment to
science, technology, and innovation to promote international cooperation.

This year in Ethiopia, we will celebrate the event in Addis Ababa, bringing together key stakeholders from
academia, industry, innovation ecosystems, and local administration to emphasize:

e The extraordinary cooperation between Italy and Ethiopia, which is gaining solid momentum.

e The relevance of inclusivity, visibility, and humanity in science, promoting STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Mathematics).

e The role of innovation in agriculture, in addressing real social and economic challenges and in
environmental matters, through sustainable natural resource management, the fight against
climate change, and biodiversity preservation, to ensure a better and more equitable future for
generations to come.

The event agenda will unfold as an open discussion among Italian and Ethiopian scientists and academics
working on innovation and science for active strategies in contemporary Ethiopia. The goal of the eventis
to further strengthen existing partnerships and generate new avenues of cooperation on innovation in
agriculture and natural resource management, and on developing scientific strategies to engage
respective stakeholders and the communities that benefit from them.

The program will begin at 9:00 AM with opening remarks by the Ambassador of Italy to Ethiopia and the
scientific attaché of this embassy. Presentations by Italian and Ethiopian scientists and scholars will
follow. The event will conclude with a Q&A session.

Attendees and guests will have the opportunity to network at the end of the event.

Date: June 11

Time: 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Location: Italian Cultural Institute of Addis Ababa
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Organizers: Italian Embassy, AICS, ICE
Objective: To promote knowledge exchange and collaboration between Italian and Ethiopian scholars on

crucial development topics, with a particular focus on the role of research, agriculture, water resource
management, natural hazards, and technology.

Program
8:30 AM Registration
9:00 AM Opening and Institutional Greetings (approx. 5 minutes)
e Ambassador Agostino Palese
9:20 AM Keynote Speech (approx. 10 minutes)
e Prof. Samuel Kifle, President of Addis Ababa University
9:30 AM Thematic Panels (approx. 30 minutes each)

12:30 PM Questions and Answers

Panel 1: CNR, Hydrogeology, Hydrology, Natural Hazards: New Frontiers for Development

Moderator: Feruz Teferi, WaSH Advisor (MoWE - feruzteferi@gmail.com)

Focus: Integrated management of surface and groundwater resources at watershed level to contribute
to improving drought resilience and reducing vulnerability to climate change. Management of natural
hazards.

Speakers:

e Giuseppe Mascolo, Director CNR-IRSA (https://www.irsa.cnr.it/wp/) - Proper treatments and
management of surface and groundwater resources for health risk minimization.

e Massimo Spadoni, Senior Researcher CNR-IGAG (https://www.igag.cnr.it/it/) - Seismic Hazard
and Risk Assessment: Support Tools for Institutions

e Dr. Tena Alamirew, General Director WLRC (tena.a@wlrc-eth.org)

o Dr. Debebe Deferso, LEO IWRM (MoWE - debebedeferso@gmail.com)



mailto:feruzteferi@gmail.com
https://www.irsa.cnr.it/wp/
https://www.igag.cnr.it/it/
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Panel 2: Imaging, Education and Innovation: New Frontiers of Collaboration
Approximate Duration: 1 hour
Moderator: Prof. Nicola D'Ascenzo, Scientific Director, BF Research (Bonifiche Ferraresi)
Focus 1: Collaborative Intersections
Speakers:
e Prof. Michele Pisante, President BF (Bonifiche Ferraresi)
e Dr. Yuri Baral, Representative, Horizon Europe Agri-PET-MRI
o Prof. Arcangelo Gentile, Full Professor - Large Animal Internal Medicine, School of Agriculture
and Veterinary Medicine, University of Bologna (arcangelo.gentile@unibo.it)
e Prof. Berihu Gebrekidan (berihu.gebrekidan@mu.edu.et) - Ethiopia Country Manager,
Coordinator of National Livestock Transformation Project.

Focus 2: Precision Digital Agriculture and New Challenges in Ethiopia

e Prof. Jemal Abafita, President of Jimma University, Ethiopia
e Dr. Irene Fabbri, Technologist at the CREA Centre for Agriculture and Environment
(irene.fabbri@crea.gov.it)

Focus 3: Technology Meets Agriculture
e Prof. Giuseppe Ciccarone (prorettorevicario@uniroma1.it) - Member of the Board of Directors
Rome Technopole; Deputy Rector, Sapienza University

e Prof. Giuseppe Corti (giuseppe.corti@crea.gov.it) - Director of the Centre for Agriculture and
Environment, Council for Agricultural Research and Economics Analysis (CREA)

Panel 3: Biotechnologies and Social Innovation for Equitable and Sustainable Development
Moderator: Matteo Botteghi, Pathoxphere President (pathoxphere.org)
Focus: A multidisciplinary approach to the diagnostic challenge in developing countries.
Speakers:
e Kassu Fantaye, President Ethiopian Catholic University (ecusta-hli.edu.et) - The relationship
between public and private institutions in higher education.

o Ketema Asfaw, Secretary General Ethiopian Catholic Secretariat - The Catholic Church's
commitment to a widespread approach to education and healthcare.
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Berhane Joseph, General Delegate in Ethiopia of the Congregation of Franciscan Missionary
Sisters of Christ (taufiorito.info) - The territorial organization of healthcare centers for the
dissemination of diagnostics and treatment.

Francesco Trisolini, (remote) CEO of the Aliko Scientific group (alikoscientific.com) -
Telepathology as a tool for enhancing diagnostics and capacity building.

Miriam Martinelli, (remote) Healthcare Coordinator Djiboutian Military Hospital - Telepathology
in developing countries: the case of Djibouti.

Elena Toniato, Director of Clinical Pathology CAST G. D'Annunzio University (cast.unich.it) - The
globalization of diagnostics.

Panel 4: Safeguarding Cultural Heritage (remote)

Focus: Scientific research plays a fundamental role in protecting cultural heritage, especially in contexts
where history, identity, and collective memory are threatened by natural disasters, conflicts, or lack of
adequate infrastructure. In such situations, international cooperation becomes essential to bring together
expertise, resources, and shared and sustainable visions. A concrete example of this approach is Italian
cooperation in Ethiopia, where the joint work of researchers, archaeologists, restorers, and engineers has
shown how applied research — combining archaeology, anthropology, conservation, and technology — can
transform into a true instrument of cultural diplomacy. Italian missions have worked on sites of great
historical and symbolic value such as Aksum, Lalibela, or Gondar, not only to restore and protect assets
but also to transfer skills and improve local professionalism.

Prof. Francesca De Filippi, Architect, Adjunct Vice-rector to International Scientific Cooperation,
Politecnico di Torino (Italy); Prof. Silvia Sabato, Head of Strategic Plan and Internationalization,
Fondazione Centro Conservazione e Restauro "La Venaria Reale". International cooperation for
cultural heritage conservation: the Guenete Leul Palace in Addis Abeba.

Maj. Salvatore Rapicavoli, Head of the Data Processing Unit of the Carabinieri. Innovation and
technology with artificial intelligence to explore the web in search of stolen works of art — the
Stolen Works of Art Detection System (S.W.0.A.D.S.) project.

Panel 5: The Commitment of the Italian School in Research and Training

Prof. Marina Venturella, Director of Italian School
Presentation of a 5-minute video produced by Italian school students. The video discusses a
project "Mind the STEM Gap" promoted by the Bracco Foundation with the aim of offering Italian
schools abroad new stimuli through the use of innovative teaching materials. The project proposes
three thematic paths dedicated to relevant topics:

1. Centrality of STEM subjects for the development of new professions;

2. Gender equality in access to knowledge, language, and development of a just society;

3. Environmental protection as an essential practice for redefining our identity and our

relationships with the world.
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The "Mind the STEM Gap" manifesto was also translated by the students themselves into
Ambharic to promote access to science. A video has been produced to increase the
sensitivity on gender equality in access to STEM.

e Prof. Rino Pugliano, ITS Training as an effective access to the world of work: the ITS response

Conclusive round table: Science for Policy, Policy for Science

Focus: Analysis of the crucial relationship between scientific research and policy. This panel will explore
how scientific evidence can inform effective policies, and, conversely, how policy frameworks can support
and guide scientific research to address societal challenges in both Italy and Ethiopia.

Moderator: Dr. Adamu Addise, Addis Ababa University
Speakers:

e Prof. Rita Bissoonauth, Director UNESCO Liaison Office to AU and UNECA

e Dr. Michele Morana, Head of the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation - AICS Addis Ababa
"Building Knowledge-Driven Development — The Role of Italian Cooperation in Ethiopia"

e Dr. Claudio Pasqualucci, Director ITA- Italian Trade Agency, "Science diplomacy and trade:
Building bridges between nations"

e Dr. Worku Hailemariam, Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology — EGST

e Dr. Massimo Spadoni, Senior Researcher CNR-IGAG (https://www.igag.cnr.it/it/) & CNR Office of
the President “Role of scientific advice in supporting evidence-based policy: overview and
perspectives”

During the GRIM will will be screened the video “Wasteland” created by the Architect and Artist
Maria Cristina Finucci

"Wasteland” was conceived by Maria Cristina Finucci, to create that tangible image which the Garbage
Patch was lacking, so as to better convey its existence. | therefore created a plausible semantic apparatus
consisting of a flag, a birth registry, a mythology, a web portal, etc., without neglecting more trivial
elements such as postcards. It is therefore a fiction, but structured in such a way as to uncover a reality
that would otherwise remain hidden.

Since its very first steps, my action attracted considerable media attention, and young people from all over
the world responded immediately to its participatory ambition. A crucial aim of my research was indeed
to share ideas, working in synergy with students and young people in order to make them feel involved in
a shared project. The name Wasteland clearly refers to the poem by T.S.Eliot, and it is no coincidence if
the State was founded in April, “the cruelest month”.

Coffee and refreshments will be available during the GRIM Conference.
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