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ETHIOPIA 

PREVISIONE DI CRESCITA ECONOMICA ALL’11,3% 

 

(29.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

Dovrebbe raggiungere l’11,3%, una previsione superiore ai risultati dello scorso anno, il tasso di 

crescita economica dell’Etiopia nel 2014. Lo ha detto il primo ministro Hailemariam Desalegn,  

precisando che tale risultato dovrebbe essere possibile grazie a importanti risparmi nazionali e al 

basso tasso di inflazione. 

L’Etiopia fa parte dei paesi africani non petroliferi con tassi di crescita media del 10% dal 2005. 

Numerosi investitori stranieri hanno scelto l’Etiopia come destinazione, ambita tra l’altro per il basso 

costo della manodopera, un livello di formazione elevato e un basso costo dell’energia.  
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NO MALARIA EPIDEMICS IN ETHIOPIA IN SIX YEARS 

 

Ethiopian Ministry of Health (MoH) said that the country hasn’t seen any malaria 

epidemic in the past six years. 

 

(29.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

In Ethiopia, malaria infection and death toll due to malaria have dropped by 67 per cent and 48 per 

cent respectively.      

 

The death of infants below the age of five due to malaria infection is also decreased by 81 per cent.  

According to World Health Organization (WHO), malaria causes 200 million infections and 600,000 

deaths every year. 
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ARAB DEVELOPMENT BANK GRANTS LOANS TO ETHIOPIA 

 

The Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) has given loans worth 10 

million dollars to Ethiopia. 

 

(29.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

Ethiopia would use its loan to help finance the Construction of the “Arba Rakate-Gelemso-Micheta” 

Road Project. 

 

Report says the project is aimed at developing the national roads network, especially to service 

agricultural areas and improve trade activities. 

 

The latest loan has raised BADEA’s total commitments to Ethiopia to 165.23 million dollars. 

The bank also extended eight million loans to Benin which would help finance the construction and 

equipping of the Graduate School for Technical Education in Lokossa. 

The project is to improve the technical education capacity, reduce the shortage of technical teachers 

and help to meet the skilled man power need in the production sector of the country, thus 

contributing to its socio-economic development. 

 

The loan is also repayable in 30 years, with a grace period of 10 years and an annual interest rate of 

one per cent. 

However, this loan has taken BADEA’s total commitments to Benin to 157.705 million dollars. 

(PANA/NAN).  
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MINING SECTOR ACHIEVES JUST OVER HALF OF TARGET 

 

Mining-license issuing and renewal, less gold production, gaps in follow up and 

managing the miners were blamed for the shortfall 

 

(27.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

 

Ethiopia’s export revenue target from the mining sector fell by a whopping 48pc, as only 93 million 

dollars was earned out of a plan of 179.4 million. 

 

The Ministry of Mines’ (MoM) nine-month performance report expressed concerns, when it presented 

its report to Parliament on Tuesday April 22, 2014, that the continued fall of the price of gold could 

hamper the ministry from achieving its target. The ministry is seeking mitigation by trying to boost 

the supply from artisanal miners and by exporting value added minerals. 

Ethiopia’s export minerals include tantalum, opal and gemstones, marble, platinum and hydrated 

lime. 

The poor performance is due to the significant decline in the price of gold and the reluctance to sell 

at that cheap price, said Dereje Wondifraw, planning, monitoring & evaluation higher expert at the 

Ministry. 

The low level of mining-license issuing and renewal, less gold production, gaps in follow-ups and 

managing the miners and less support for the regional mining bureaus – caused by a lack of skilled 

manpower – were causes for poor performance. This was stated during the nine month performance 

report of the Ministry that was held at Ghion Hotel on Tuesday April 22, 2014. 

 

The report and the discussion on the nine-month performance was attended by Tolosa Shagi, 

Minister of Mines; Masresha Gebreselassie, director of Geological Survey and representatives of 

regional mining bureaus. 

 

The other gap that was mentioned during the report was the poor performance of the geological 

survey department, which targeted making a core drilling of 7,150 metres, but managed only 1,114  
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metres, or 16pc. The report attributed this problem to delays in requests from investors in the 

sector. 

All regions significantly fell short of their targets for the supply of artisanal gold: the least came from 

Oromia with 25pc; with Benishangul Gumuz and Tigray registering 38 and 48pc, respectively. The 

better performers, Gambella and the Southern regional state, achieved 53pc and 66pc, respectively. 

 

The representatives of the Afar and Gambella Mining bureaus mentioned there is an unavailability of 

support from the Ministry and that a gap in communications with the Ministry is a problem they are 

facing. 

The Ministry’s overarching failures also included licensing, of which it issued only 28 out of an 

anticipated 54, and consultations, which brought it 12.76 million Br out of an expected 15.68 million. 

Fifty more Small Scale Enterprises were organised out of the planned 100, but these would deliver 

only 5,752 kg of gold – half the target of 11,809 kg. The revenue collected from the sale of this gold 

was 232 million dollars. 

Gemstone production attained a high 28,038 kg and a revenue of eight million dollars; the target 

was to make 6,298 kg. Exports of tantalum and platinum also brought in revenues of 1.3 million and 

41,000 dollars from 34 tn and 4.6 kg, respectively. 

Total export revenue from the sector was 334.3 million dollars. The total amount of gold produced 

during the period was 8,682 kg, and tantalum 87.6 tn. Out of the 28,038 kg of gemstones, value 

addition amounted to just 61.67 kg. 

The Ministry reported success for petroleum, whose target was just 1.5 million dollars, but actual 

achievement was 11 million dollars, because a company called Polly G.C.L. signed five agreements 

for excavation. 

Mining exports earned 593.28 million dollars in 2012/13, with 430 million accounted for by gold. 

Boston also plans to build another restaurant in Bishoftu (Debre Zeit) town, 47km from Addis Abeba 

in East Shewa Zone of the Oromia Region. It has two other projects – two hill resorts in Burayu, in 

the outskirts of Addis Abeba, and Gerallta in Tigray, that have been under construction for the past 

two years. 
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DEVIATIONS IN PUBLIC PURCHASING PROVE PROBLEMATIC ONCE MORE 

 

Stern measures have been demanded to ensure that the problems are not exasperated 

further 

 

(27.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

Purchases deviating from established procedures in 43 public institutions have accounted for a total 

of 165.9 million Br, the Federal Auditor General’s report to Parliament on public institutions during 

the 2012/13 fiscal year indicated. 

The 54-page-long report presented to MPs on Tuesday, April 22, 2014, during the Parliament’s 25th 

regular session indicated that Bahir Dar University’s 32 million Br has stood out of the 43 public 

institutions that deviated from the government procurement procedure. Jimma University trails 

behind Bahir Dar with 19.3 million Br of purchases during the stated period. 

As has been the case in the previous two fiscal years, higher education institutions are yet again 

listed under repeat offenders in the report, which took half a day, only after the Parliament approved 

a draft proclamation. 

The deviations include purchases conducted without tenders and in absence of pro forma invoices, 

according to Gemechu Dubisso, the Auditor General. 

 

“Stern penalties ought to be given to stave off the ever-increasing deviations from established rules 

of procurement procedures,” Gemechu told MPs while presenting the report. “Failure to take 

measures will result in even worse embezzlements.” 

Although the government procurement procedure stipulates that a public institution could resort to 

limited or internal tender only when two open external tenders have failed to attract enough bidders 

or the desired quality of products. Some of the institutions conducted limited tender without first 

attempting the external tender method, the report said. 

A number of higher learning institutions have also been included in the list of public institutions that 

have exceeded their budgets. The total deviation in 30 public institutions has amounted to 380 

million Br. The largest of them, says the report, is Wollo University’s 44.2 million Br. This is closely 

followed by Mekelle University’s 40.6 million Br. Other institutions included in the group are the Kaliti  
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branch of the Ethiopian Revenues & Customs Authority (ERCA), which went 96 million Br beyond its 

budget. 

Unaccounted expenses in three institutions have amounted to 22.3 million Br, the report also 

indicated. 

Cash balance discrepancy totalling 997,412.79 Br has been reported in three institutions, namely, 

Debre Markos University, Alage Agricultural Technique & Vocational Training College and Bahir Dar 

University. 

The auditing conducted by Gemechu’s office in 132 federal public institutions indicated that 96 of the 

institutions had unused budgets totalling 2.23 billion Br. Bahir Dar University leads the group with 

213 million Br whereas Jigjiga University stood second with 119.9 million Br. Some of the institutions 

with the highest figures include the Ministry of Water & Energy (MoWE), Woldia University, St. Paul’s 

Hospital, the Ministry of Urban Development, Housing & Construction (MoUDHC) and the Ministry of 

Industry (MoI). 

Outstanding payments amounting to 326.7 million Br has been reported during this period. This 

amount should have been collected through the ERCA and its five branches, the report said. 

Outstanding tax, interest payment and penalties from these institutions amounted to 286.9 million 

Br. These, added to 39.9 million Br in outstanding payments from four other institutions, have 

resulted in the total figure of 326.7 million Br. 

Elected from Gimbo constituency of Keffa Zone in the South Region, Ashebir Woldegiorgis (MD), the 

only independent voice in the 547-member Parliament, asked Gemechu if he disagreed with him that 

impunity is creeping into the minds of many public institution officials. There are problems, Gemechu 

said, but not to the extent of becoming a dominant trend. 

“There were problems.” He admitted, although he did not share Ashebir’s views that impunity has 

reached such levels. 

“Let me add that some officials are easily tricked by irresponsible internal auditors,” he said. 

Girma Seifu (MP-MEDREK), who chairs the Budget & Finance Affairs Standing Committee in the 

Parliament, told Fortune that the Committee has repeatedly aired the deviations to the executive, 

expecting that stern measures would be taken. 

“But none came,” he grumbled. “Most government and public institution officials do not seem to be 

bothered by such reports, confident that nothing would happen to them.” 

 

He asked Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn on Thursday what his government would do with the 

report of the Auditor General, to which Hailemariam simply answered that his government would 

support the office in its endeavours to identify and expose malpractices.  
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COLOSSAL COBBLESTONE COSTS A HEADACHE FOR ROADS AUTHORITY 

 

Many are employed by the entire cobblestone project, but costs are sky high. 

 

(27.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

Fikade Haile, Eng. head of AACRA, signed a deal to construct 6.7KMs of cobble stone roads for 161 

million Birr with 14 SMEs, members of some of which are seen on the back ground, before 

presenting the report of the nine month performance of his organization. 

 

 

The seven-million Birr a kilometer cobblestone road expense for the first nine months of the fiscal 

year was higher than it should have been; despite that, however, the Addis Abeba City Roads 

Authority (AACRA) went on to award contracts at 24 million Br a kilometer, at more than three-fold 

the earlier figure. 

 

AACRA presented its nine-month report after signing the new contracts on Thursday, April 24, 2014, 

at the Authority’s head office, opposite Pushkin Square in Kirkos District. A total of 215kms of 

cobblestone roads were made during the nine months for 1.5 billion Br, according to the report, 

presented by AACRA’s head Fekade Haile (Eng). 

 

The nine months also saw the city producing 350 million pieces of cobblestones, whereas it was only 

able to use 100 million in a programme that struggles between job creation for cobblestone cutters 

and cobblestone roads. There are 7,344 enterprises with over 70,000 members in Addis Abeba, all 

working at the quarries, cutting cobblestones and laying the stones. Ninety percent of them, or 

63,000 people, are working at the quarries and at cutting the stones, Fekade said, adding that the 

250 million extra stones, 71pc of the total, could be the result of that. 

 

AACRA bought the stones for 2.1 Br a piece, and they will all be used in time for cobblestone roads 

yet to be built in the city, he said. 
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The Authority has spent 200 million Br a month during the dry months of the past three quarters. 

AACRA has also spent 58 million Br to subsidise machinery services for these enterprises. 

 

“The amount of money spent and the length of road that is constructed in the sector are 

incompatible,” Fikade admitted the gap. 

 

That did not stop the AACRA from upping the already “incompatible” price to 24 million Br in 

contracts that saw a total of 161 million Br going for 45 roads with a total length of 6.7kms. 

Fourteen SMEs will be involved in the construction of these roads, which will be undertaken in five 

projects at condominium sites at Bole Bulbula (in Bole District), Deginet (in Kolfe Keraniyo District), 

Genet Menafesha (in Akaki Kality District), Kara Kore (in Kolfe Keraniyo District) and Mekanisa Kore 

(in Nefas Silk Lafto District). The roads will be 10m to 30m wide. 

 

The latest contracts cost a lot, Fekade said, because they are World Bank supported projects 

following the World Bank’s purchasing protocol, which dictates to have a free price competition 

without any engineering estimate that can be used as the bases for comparison, Fekade said, giving 

the contractors the chance to “gang up” and push the price up during the tender. 

 

“I personally think the prices are not fair and they are exorbitant,” he said. 

The cobblestone project was introduced in 2011 with the purpose of creating jobs, he said. Even 

then the unit cost of cobblestone roads, with 500 Br per square metre, was higher than the 480 Br it 

took for asphalt roads, because the intention to provide them SMEs working on cobblestones with 

jobs and seed money, according to Fekade. 

The latest contractors will buy the cobblestones they need for their projects from the AACRA. 

The cobblestone project is challenged, he said, because the SMEs working at quarries and those 

engaged in cutting stones are not graduating to medium level enterprises, as was the intention, 

Fekade said. 

 

Out of the total of 373kms of roads constructed by the Authority during the last nine months, 94kms 

were asphalt, and the rest gravel roads and cobblestones. The performance of the nine months has 

increased the City’s road coverage from the 15.64pc by the end of previous fiscal year to 16.4pc. 

 

One hundred seven road projects with a total capital budget of 3.7 billion Br are underway in the 

City, for which the AACRA has requested a supplementary budget of four billion Birr. 
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FLINTSTONE ENGINEERING LAUNCHES CLUSTERED LIGHT MANUFACTURING 

BUILDING 

 

The eight-storey building will focus on footwear, leather products, apparel and printing 

 

(27.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

 

Flintstone Engineering is planning to build an eight-storey manufacturing building, complete with 

machinery, on a 1,100 sqm plot in Nefas Silk Lafto District, where it has had a workshop for the past 

nine years. 

 

The building, to rest on a plot opposite the Moha Soft Drinks Plant along Dej. Beyene Mered St. from 

Gotera to Kera, will accommodate 134 light manufacturing shops in footwear, leather products, 

apparel and printing, said Biruk Shimelis, deputy manager of Flintstone, at a press briefing called at 

Saro Maria Hotel near Edna Mall in Bole District, on Wednesday, April 23, 2014. 

 

Company officials declined to say how much it would cost to build the facility and procure and install 

the machinery, but construction could begin in a month’s time based on a design by JEDAW 

Consulting. The cost of the machinery will be 10pc of the total cost of the building, says Biruk. 

 

The selection of the four manufacturing areas is based on a large market size, low consumption of 

electricity and the amount of space required for their manufacturing products, says Biruk. 

The building will have sales shops, manufacturing and maintenance facilities. 

The construction of the building will take two to three years after commencement, says Biruk, but 

Flintstone wants to begin selling in advance by May 17, 2014, with buyers expected to make the 

payment in monthly installments throughout the construction period. 

Flintstone was established in 1991 as a small private construction firm. Its first contract was a 

weighbridge installation, with 9, 995 Br. Flintstone’s contract portfolio currently stands at just over 

3.1 billon Br. 
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IGAD-LED S. SUDAN PEACE TALKS RESUME IN ETHIOPIA 

 

The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) said Monday the next round 

of peace talks aimed at ending more than four months of conflict in South Sudan 

resumed in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

 (29.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

A statement from mediators said the IGAD-mediated peace process said the third session of the 

Phase Two of the peace talks which had been adjourned on April 7 would focus on national healing 

and reconciliation. 

"The third session of Phase II of the South Sudan Peace talks that focus on a political dialogue for 

national reconciliation and healing resumed in Addis Ababa today following the arrival of all Parties," 

the statement said. 

It said the IGAD special envoys used the adjournment period to hold a series of consultations with 

the principals of the warring Parties, President Salva Kiir President and former deputy turned foe, 

Riek Machar in an effort to fast-track the negotiation process and avert further escalation of the 

conflict. 

"During the consultations, the principals shared concern over the recent escalation of the conflict 

and expressed their renewed commitment to the mediation process," the statement said. 

It said the special envoys also conducted a series of shuttle missions to regional capitals and held 

consultations with leaders of IGAD countries as well as the African Union, the UN and IGAD partners 

to mobilize support for the mediation process and the unhindered operations of the IGAD Monitoring 

and Verification Mechanism (MVM) as well as to expedite the deployment of the regional Protection 

Force (PF). 

The statement comes as fighting between government and opposition forces have displaced more 

than 900,000 people inside the country, including 68,000 who are sheltering in UN peacekeeping 

bases. 

The peace talks led by regional mediation bloc, IGAD started early January. Mediators said several 

steps need to be taken by both parties now that they have signed ceasefire agreements. 

The tensions escalated on Dec. 15, 2013 into a full-scale conflict between forces loyal to either side, 

driving 800,000 people from their homes and leaving twice as many in dire need of aid. 
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DJIBOUTI 

SWISS FIRM PLANS TO TRANSFER ETHIOPIA WATER TO DJIBOUTI 

 

In 2013, Ethiopia and Djibouti agreed to develop the underground water to be exported to 
Djibouti. 

 

(30.04.2014 - World Bulletin / News Desk) 

 

A Swiss water company plans to explore the possibilities of developing and transferring groundwater 

to Djibouti from Eastern Ethiopia. 

"The Swiss company and Kuwaiti diplomats have contacted us and they will be visiting Djibouti and 

hold further discussions," Djiboutian Ambassador to Ethiopia Mohamed Idriss Farah told Anadolu 

Agency. 

A delegation from the Mai Resources International and the Kuwait embassy met with Ethiopian 

President Mulatu Teshome and Water Minister Alemayehu Tegenu to discuss the project. 

"This has nothing to do with the Nile River waters and the proposed project area is in Eastern 

Ethiopia, 1165km far from the Nile," the Kuwait embassy said in a statement. 

The proposed project is planned to be carried out in Adi Ggala town of Ethiopia’s Somali Regional 

State, according to the Djibouti ambassador. 

In 2013, Ethiopia and Djibouti agreed to develop the underground water to be exported to Djibouti. 

A Chinese Company is now developing the underground water to be used for drinking. 

Ethiopian Minister of Finance and Economic Development Sufian Ahmed and his Djiboutian 

counterpart Ilyas Moussa Dawaleh had signed an agreement to facilitate cooperation on water 

supply between the two countries. 

According to the agreement, Djibouti will install a 70km long water pipeline from the proposed project 

area, the Ethiopian town of Adi Ggala to the Guelileh border crossing all the way to Djibouti City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

15 
 

AFRICA  

JOHN KERRY IN PARTENZA PER L’AFRICA, SCALI IN ETIOPIA, RDC E ANGOLA 

 

AFRICA – Promozione della pace, della democrazia, ma anche cooperazione economica, 

sono ufficialmente i temi nell’agenda della visita di John Kerry, Segretario di Stato 

americano, in Africa sub sahariana. Kerry lascerà oggi Washington alla volta dell’Etiopia, 

della Repubblica Democratica del Congo e dell’Angola, fino al 5 maggio. 

 

(29.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

Ad Addis Abeba – secondo il programma annunciato da fonti US – Kerry incontrerà il primo ministro 

Hailemariam Desalegn e altri alti esponenti per parlare di cooperazione bilaterale ma anche di 

promozione della pace e della democrazia, allorché sono stati arrestati la scorsa settimana oppositori 

e giornalisti. 

 

Sono previsti anche colloqui di alto livello con l’Unione Africana, la cui sede si trova proprio nella 

capitale etiope. 

 

A Kinshasa, Kerry incontrerà il presidente Joseph Kabila per parlare di processo elettorale 

trasparente e democratico, in vista dei prossimi appuntamenti con le urne nel 2016, e della lotta ai 

gruppi armati tuttora attivi in alcune regioni del paese. 

 

A Luanda, Kerry incontrerà il presidente José Eduardo Dos Santos per discutere del suo ruolo nel 

processo di pace nella regione dei Grandi Laghi e soprattutto di cooperazione economica. 

 

In tutti e tre i paesi – secondo una nota ufficiale – Kerry dovrebbe incontrare esponenti della società 

civile e della gioventù. [CC] 
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POWERING EASTERN AFRICA 

 

Putting Politics Aside to Bring Light 

(27.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

 

The Eastern Africa Power Pool (EAPP), which vies for regional power interconnection, has selected a 

Tanzanian Secretary General, with a dissatisfied Egyptian delegation hinting that their country might 

not want to import power from Ethiopia. 

 

The EAPP was established in 2005 with the vision of creating the more vibrant power market, 

providing an efficient and reliable electricity supply through a fully integrated and interconnected 

regional system at a very low cost. Its 10 members extend from Tanzania to Libya. 

 

Based in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, the EAPP is also adopted as a specialised institution to foster power 

system interconnectivity by the heads of state of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern 

Africa (COMESA) region. There are also four other regional power pools in Africa. 

 

The EAPP has membercountries, such as the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Ethiopia, with 

huge power generation potential. It held its extraordinary conference of Ministers meeting on Friday 

April 25, 2014, at the Hilton Hotel on Menelik II Avenue in Addis Abeba. The meeting was conducted 

with the attendance of the African Development Bank (AfDB), USAID, the World Bank, the European 

Union and the Norwegian and Swedish governments. 

 

The meeting, which also addressed budget issues in addition to picking its leader, has also become 

another platform where the disagreement between Ethiopia and Egypt over how to utilise the water 

resources of the region was witnessed. 

 

Among the projects that are to be undertaken in the power pool, mentioned by Azeb Asnake, CEO of 

Ethiopian Electric Power, was the Ethiopia-Sudan-Egypt 3,200 MW power transmission line. This is to 

be finalised by the end of the decade and will be constructed under the eastern Nile basin 

cooperation – a framework between the three countries in existence since 1999. 
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According to the cooperation framework set in 2009, 1,200 MW of electricity will be transmitted to 

Sudan, while the rest will flow to Egypt. It is one of the projects that is planned to be implemented 

by the power pool, but the Egyptian delegate has other ideas. 

 

“The 2009 agreement for the Ethiopia-Sudan-Egypt transmission of power was on the assumption 

that the power will be provided from three smaller dams, two of them to be built on the Blue Nile 

and one on the White Nile in Sudan,”said Abdel Rahim A-Helmi Hamza, an official with the Egyptian 

Electricity Transmission Corporation (EETC). 

 

The Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) came into the picture after 2010. 

“The GERD was not mentioned at the time, and it will be hard for us to buy electricity produced from 

this dam,” Abdel Rahim told Fortune. 

Ethiopia should address the concerns of Egypt, which has an economy that could accommodate 

3,000MW of electricity. 

Mihret Debebe, a former power utility head and now energy policy, strategy and international affairs 

advisor at the Ministry of Water, Irrigation & Energy (MoWIE),  downplayed the accusation as an 

excuse not to be a part of the project. 

“The eastern Nile basin cooperation was able to implement none of its projects, so member nations, 

including Sudan and Egypt, have gone on to build their own dams and GERD is part of this trend,” 

he told Fortune. 

Mihret doesn’t worry about finding a market once the dams are finalised either, mentioning the 

Middle East and the Southern Africa Power Pool as potential markets. 

“This is a voluntary association based on mutual willingness to trade energy,” said Alemayehu 

Tegenu, minister of the MoWIE. 

Though it is the youngest power pool on the continent, with various projects that interconnect 

countries like Ethiopia with Kenya, Tanzania with Kenya, Ethiopia with Sudan and Djibouti and Sudan 

with Egypt,the EAPP is growing fast, according to Gafar Ali Elbashir, CEO of the Sudanese Electricity 

Transmission Company, though almost all of the projects are bilateral interconnections. 

 

These kinds of developments have garnered interests and finance from multilateral, as well bilateral, 

sources. 
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“We have financed different projects in the region, including the more than 1.5 billion dollars we 

provide for the Ethio-Kenya project,” Gabriel Nigatu, regional director of the Eastern Africa Resource 

Centre at the AfDB, told Fortune. 

Gabriel,who was also the voice of the development partners at the meeting, raised his concern of 

inefficiency and labour duplication at the institution, while reiterating donors’ commitment to finance 

priority projectsof the power pool, which will continue until 2015. 

The Norwegian and Swedish governments are also providing technical support, which, so far, 

amounts to 6.5 million dollars, according to Lars Ekman, counsellor for the Norwegian Embassy in 

Addis Abeba, who did not want to specifically comment on the Ethio-Sudanese-Egyptian project, only 

saying that he thought it was a win-win situation for everyone involved. 

The same is true for the involvement of the US government in the power pool. As part of President 

Obama’s Power Africa Initiative, USAID is supporting this and other pools in Africa. 

 

“Basically, we are providing technical assistance, but I think the two countries will find a way to work 

on the project, as I have witnessed good political will from the two sides,” Pamela G. Quanrud, 

regional energy counsellor for Africa at the US Department of State, said to Fortune. 

“We don’t have any problem working with our partners, except on projects which harm Egyptians’ 

interests,” Mohamed Mousa (PhD), first under secretary of state for the Ministry of Electricity & 

Energy of Egypt, toldFortune. 

The Sudanese CEO thinks, however, that Egypt, whose main source of power is fossil fuel, will 

benefit from the import of cheaper and cleaner power from Ethiopia. 

Members of the Egyptian delegation, none of whose nominees were accepted for the secretary 

general position, were also unhappy about the EAPP administration structure. 

“The secretary general’s position should be given to member countries in rotation, rather than the 

present format where the elected will stay in power for three years,” Abdel Rahim told Fortune. 

Nine candidates from six member countries applied for the post of the secretary general. Two from 

Tanzania and one from Sudan were shortlisted by the human resource committee of the steering 

committee. On the final morning of the extraordinary meeting, the council of ministers approved the 

selection of Lebbi Changula, engineer, as the first secretary general of the EAPP. 

The former strategic planning manager at the Tanzanian state electric utility told Fortune that his 

first duty would be to speed up the different bilateral interconnection projects ongoing in the region, 

urging members to put politics aside and focus on the technical issues. 
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EVENTI 

30.04.2014 – I AM BECAUSE YOU ARE  

Live Electronics and video performance by Alessandro Olla  

 

Venue: Auditorium Italian Cultural Institute at 6.30 pm  

 

 

L’ITALIANO IN CUCINA  

Italian home cooking for amateur cooks, 4 practical meetings 

Registrations are open, please contact the Italian Cultural Institute for additional 

information.  

 

Dates: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th of May 2014  

 


