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ETHIOPIA 

ARRESTATI GIORNALISTI E OPPOSITORI POLITICI 

 

ETIOPIA – Sono nove i giornalisti e blogger arrestati la settimana scorsa ad Addis Abeba 

alla vigilia dell’arrivo in Etiopia per una visita ufficiale del Segretario di Stato USA, John 

Kerry. 

 

(29.04.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica)  

A darne notizia sono alcuni media locali e l’organizzazione internazionale ‘Human Rights Watch’, 

aggiungendo che negli stessi giorni sono finiti in manette anche una ventina di esponenti del partito 

d’opposizione Semayawi. 

In base alle ricostruzioni, i membri del partito Semayawi sono stati arrestati tra il 24 e il 25 aprile, alla 

vigilia di una manifestazione indetta il 27 aprile nella capitale, regolarmente notificata a norma di 

legge e autorizzata. 

Gli altri arrestati sono sei redattori del blog in lingua amarica ‘Zone9′ e tre giornalisti freelance, che 

hanno espresso più volte nei loro articoli aspre critiche nei confronti del governo guidato dal primo 

ministro Haile Mariam Desalegn, che si accinge a convocare nuove elezioni generali il prossimo 

anno. 

Tutte le persone arrestate sono state rinchiuse nel centro di detenzione Maikelawi, ad Addis Abeba, 

dove spesso vengono portati e posti in detenzione preventiva i prigionieri politici e definito più volte 

dai cittadini etiopi la “Guantanamo d’Africa”. 

Secondo un comunicato pubblicato sulla pagina Facebook del blog Zone9, la prima udienza del 

processo a carico dei nove giornalisti – arrestati con l’accusa di “lavorare con organizzazioni e 

attivisti stranieri per i diritti umani finanziando e incitando alla violenza attraverso i social media allo 

scopo di creare un clima d’instabilità nel paese” – si svolgerà il 7 ed 8 magio prossimi.  
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FIERA INTERNAZIONALE DELL’ALLEVAMENTO, TRA POCHI GIORNI AD ADDIS 

ABEBA 

 

(28.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

ETIOPIA – Si svolgerà  dall’8 al 10 maggio 2014 ad Addis Abeba l’African Livestock Exhibition & 

Congress (Alec), fiera internazionale dedicata all’allevamento che coinvolge gli operatori dell’intera 

catena del valore del settore. 

Si segnala la presenza di  fornitori di:  attrezzature per l’allevamento e la lavorazione delle carni e del 

latte, attrezzature veterinarie e medicinali, mangimi, sistemi di raffreddamento, di fermentazione e di 

congelamento,  macchinari e materiali per il packaging,  sistemi di smaltimento dei rifiuti e di 

trattamento delle acque,  disinfettanti e sistemi di pulizia. 

Oltre a conferenze e workshop sugli sviluppi del settore dell’allevamento, sono previsti incontri 

business to business tra i principali esponenti del settore locali e internazionali ed una mostra 

zootecnica. Per maggiori informazioni per esporre o per visitare la fiera sul 

sito: www.africanlivestock.com  
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CHINESE PM TO VISIT ETHIOPIA IN MAY 

 

Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang is scheduled to arrive in Ethiopia on May 4 for a three-

day visit. 

 

(28.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

"The purpose of the visit is to further enhance existing relations between Ethiopia and China," 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Dina Mufti told Anadolu Agency on Friday. 

The spokesperson said that both Addis Ababa and Beijing were "satisfied with their existing ties." 

"Ethiopia and China have all-round strategic development relations," Mufti said. 

Ethiopia-China diplomatic relations were first established in 1970. 

China is one of Ethiopia's main partners in infrastructure development, construction and technology 

transfer, and represents Ethiopia's number-one investor, followed by India and Turkey. 

 

A high-level Chinese delegation led by Chinese Deputy Prime Minister Liu Yandong visited Ethiopia 

last November. 

According to Turkish press, early this month, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Zhang Ming also visited 

Ethiopia. 
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THIRD TANA HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON SECURITY IN AFRICA HELD IN BAHIR DAR 

TOWN 

 

The third Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa was held in Bahir Dar town, 

Amhara Regional State under the theme: “Illicit Financial Flows and their impact on 

Peace and Security in Africa”.     

 

(28.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

 

Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Hailemariam Desalegn, on the occasion highlighted the need for strong 

and transparent systems nationally and globally to curb illicit financial flows.     

 

This was also echoed by former Nigerian President and Chairperson of the Forum, Olusegun 

Obsanjo. “These systems must be grounded in democracy and the principles of good governance,” 

he said.      

 

He said illicit financial flows were making the challenges of peace, security and stability more 

complex - by some, conservative, estimates Africa loses 60 billion USD annually.     

 

Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the UN ECA, Dr Carlos Lopes and AU 

Commissioner for Peace and Security, Ambassador Smail Chergui have attended the two-day 

meeting. 
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OVER 63 THOUSAND FARMERS UTILIZE NEW AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGIES 

 

Over 63 thousand farmers  across  the country have become beneficiaries  of  new  
agricultural technologies   in the  last  nine  months  this Ethiopian  fiscal year, Institute of 
Agricultural Research. 

 

(27.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

Public Relations Directorate Director of the Institute, Derese Teshome, told WIC that though the plan 

for the last nine months was making 57, 232 farmers beneficiary, the performance exceeded the plan 

by 6, 524. 

 

According to Derese, the institute has imported 24 different types of best seed species, which 

increase not only the output and productivity but also suitability to the ecology of the country. 

 

Trainings  on how to utilize agricultural technologies  have  also given to  9, 475  farmers,  

pastoralists  and semi-pastoralists in the  last  nine  months, he said. 

 

The Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR) has about 17 agricultural research centers,  

835 researchers and 1234 assistant  research technicians. 
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PCDP-3 TO BENEFIT 2.6 MLN PEOPLE IN PASTORAL AREAS 

 

The Ministry of Federal Affairs (MoFA) said the 3rd phase Pastoralist Community 
Development Project (PCDP-3) will be commenced next month. 
 

(25.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

PCDP-3 is the final phase of a 15 year program and it will be implemented in Afar, Somali, Oromia, 

and Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Regional States with over 210 million US dollars. 

It will be funded by International Development Association (IDA), International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD), regional governments, and beneficiary communities’ contribution.  

PCDP reached a population of 600,000 in its first phase and a further 1.8 million in its second phase. 

“PCDP-3 will reach an additional 2.6 million people in about 113 pastoral and agro-pastoral woredas 

of the four regional states ,”  Seid Omer, Acting Project Coordinator told WIC 

The project is intended to empower pastoral communities to better manage local development in 

their respective areas, with the objectives of increasing incomes, improving infrastructure and access 

to public service, he said. 

According to Seid, PCDP-3 is also designed to contribute towards meeting the objectives the 

national Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) of Ethiopia.  

“The project will directly contribute towards meeting the GTP’s objectives of expanding access to and 

ensuring quality of education and health services, thereby achieving MDGs,” he said. 
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ETHIOPIA EYES 2,000MW TO BOOST REGIONAL ELECTRIC POWER TRADE 

 

(24.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

Ethiopia is set to conclude the first phase of a national power generation plan with the completion of 

the 1,850 megawatts plant at the Gibe III dam in time for electricity exports to Kenya, officials said 

Wednesday.     

 

Ethiopia’s State Minister for Water and Energy Wondimu Tekle said the construction of the 'electricity 

highway' between Ethiopia and Kenya would start soon, following the completion of feasibility 

studies.     

“We started the feasibility studies using the anchor loan provided to us by the African Development 

Bank and the World Bank,” Wondimu told PANA after opening an experts' meeting here to set in 

motion the regional electric power trade.      

“The construction of the highway will start soon as we have completed the process of acquiring the 

wayleave. We have no reason to believe we would face any resistance in acquiring the land on our 

side,” he added.     

 

“We are aware of the people’s rights but the communities are also aware of the benefits that we 

stand to gain. The construction projects are due to start as soon as we complete the process of 

compensating the communities,” the minister added.     

 

The Gilgel Gibe III dam, an extension project expected to become Africa’s single-largest source of 

electricity, is due for completion in 2015. 

“We are planning to start the commissioning of the first and second units soon,” Azeb Asnake, the 

Chief Executive Officer of the Ethiopian Electric Power (EEP), told PANA. “We cannot be so sure of 

the entire completion in 2015, but we are ready to commission the first two of the 10 units with a 

capacity of 187MW.”     

The first two units of the 1.5-billion-Euro project would enable Ethiopia to undertake a two-year-long 

trial project before it begins the exports to Kenya. 

 

Kenya and Ethiopia are working on the construction of a 1000-km power grid that will link the two 

countries.     
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“The agreement between Ethiopia and Kenya is for 400MW. But the entire line has a huge 

opportunity for East Africa which has 11 countries,” Wondimu said.     

Tanzania is expected to link to the Kenyan line while another line will also link Uganda to Rwanda, 

which will in turn link up with Burundi to create a regional network. Ethiopia is currently linked to 

Sudan and Djibouti. 

Meanwhile, African Energy and Water Ministers are due to meet Friday to discuss the regional trade 

in electricity. They will also receive funding proposals from international donors attending the East 

African Power Pool meeting. (PANA) 
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EMPLOYEES OF MOT PLEDGE TO BUY 2ND ROUND DAM BONDS 

 

(24.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

 Employees of Ministry of Trade (MoT) have pledged their one month salary for the purchase of 

renaissance dam bonds for the second time. 

The employees made the pledge today at an event organized here at the Ministry to mark 3rd Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) launching anniversary. 

Trade State Minister, Ali Siraj, who expressed his happiness with the commitment of the employees, 

said that all Ethiopians need to put their print in the construction of the dam. 

The purchase of renaissance dam bonds has been increasing the saving rate, which correspond to 

increased investment, he said. 

Employees of the ministry on their part said the construction of the dam would help build positive 

image of the country in addition to assisting nation’s effort to eradicate poverty. 
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SOUTH SUDAN AND REBELS TO RESUME PEACE TALKS 

 

Two sides set to meet in Ethiopian capital, as UN's top human rights official arrives in 

Juba to investigate situation. 

 

(28.04.2014 – Aljazzera)  

   

Rebels were blamed last week for the killings of hundreds of people in the oil hub of Bentiu [Reuters] 

South Sudan's government is to resume peace talks with rebels in the Ethiopian capital Addis 

Ababa, as a ceasefire signed by the two sides in January continues to unravel. 

The talks, set to begin on Monday, come amid optimism that the two sides could make progress after 

the government freed four officials it had been holding since last December, having accused them of 

masterminding a failed coup. 

The officials freed included the former secretary general of the governing party, the Sudan People's 

Liberation Movement. 

Despite the optimism, Al Jazeera's Anna Cavel from Juba, South Sudan's capital, said some people 

were "jaded with the [peace] process" because of a lack of progress. 

The talks will coincide with a visit to South Sudan by the UN's top human rights official Navi Pillay. 

Joe Contreras, a spokesman for the UN Mission in South Sudan, said Pillay arrived in Juba on 

Monday on a joint mission with Adama Dieng, the UN's special envoy for the prevention of genocide. 

The two are expected to remain in the country for two days and investigate the situation on behalf of 

UN chief Ban Ki-moon. They are expected to meet President Salva Kiir and other senior officials. 

Last week, the UN Security Council brandished the threat of sanctions against South Sudan 

government forces, loyal to Kiir, and rebels who support former vice president Riek Machar. 

Both sides have been implicated in atrocities and war crimes including massacres, rape, attacks on 

UN bases sheltering civilians from ethnic violence and the recruitment of child soldiers. 

Last week, the rebels were blamed for the killing of hundreds of people in the oil hub of Bentiu, while 

a pro-government mob killed dozens of civilians in an attack on a UN base in Bor. 

Kiir's government has been fighting Machar's forces - a mix of army defectors and ethnic militia - 

since December 15. 

The four-month-old war has left thousands, and possibly tens of thousands of people dead, and 

forced over one million to flee their homes, sparking a major humanitarian crisis. 
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More than 78,000 civilians are currently crammed into eight UN bases in the country, while more 

than a million people have been displaced within the country or have fled to neighbouring states, 

mainly Uganda and Ethiopia. 

Violence has also taken on an ethnic dimension, pitting Kiir's Dinka tribe against militia forces from 

Machar's Nuer people. 
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US DEMANDS STOPPAGE OF SOUTH SUDAN MILITARY OFFENSIVE 

 

South Sudan admitted on Sunday that the United States had demanded it immediately halt a 
military offensive against armed opposition groups and accelerate talks to end the ongoing 
conflict. 

 

(27.04.2014 – Sudan Tribune)  
 

Foreign affairs minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin said president Salva Kiir received a telephone call 

from the US secretary of state John Kerry, who expressed grave concern about ongoing conflict in 

the country, with calls for both parties to fully respect the cessation of hostilities agreement signed on 

23 January. 

 

“Secretary Kerry called the president to welcome the decision of the government to release the four 

former detainees. He also recognised and appreciated the efforts of the government to end the 

conflict through peaceful dialogue and asked the both the parties to discourage military offensives 

and to adhere to the Cessation of Hostilities agreement,” Benjamin told Sudan Tribune on Sunday. 

 

The minister said both Kerry and Kiir expressed their support for the IGAD-led peace process, as 

well as the important role played by the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and 

denounced recent attacks on their bases and personnel. 

 

US state department spokesperson Jen Psaki said Kerry had spoken with Kiir, expressing grave 

concern about the ongoing conflict in the new nation, including recent violence in Bentiu and Bor, as 

well as the “deliberate” targeting of civilians by armed groups on both sides of the conflict. 

 

“Secretary Kerry welcomed the Government of South Sudan’s decision to release the four senior 

political officials who had been in detention since December,” Psaki said in a statement issued on 

Saturday. 

 

“He urged president Kiir to stop military offensives and to adhere to the cessation of hostilities 

agreement, and noted US demands that anti-government forces do the same,” it added. 
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Kerry has also urged Kiir to ensure full and unfettered access throughout South Sudan for UNMISS, 

the African Union Commission of Inquiry and the IGAD Monitoring and Verification Mechanism, 

tasked with overseeing ceasefire arrangements. 

 

The UN said said last month that South Sudanese authorities had restricted its movements, contrary 

to the status of forces agreement (SOFA) signed by both parties. 

 

In an earlier statement, the world body said it had become difficult to implement its mandate and that 

a dangerous working environment existed for its staff in the country.   
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DJIBOUTI 

DJIBOUTI: EUROPEAN UNION TO FUND U.S. $11 MILLION POTABLE WATER 

PROJECT IN DJIBOUTI 

 

The European Union granted Djibouti 2 billion francs ($11 million) to finance projects to 

improve access to potable water in the country, the Djiboutian Information Agency 

reported Sunday (April 27th). 

 

 (28.04.2014 – AllAfrica) 

 

  

 

The grant will fund the drilling of boreholes in six sites in Balbala and seven others in rural locations, 

many of which are already equipped with solar panels and local means of distribution. 

 

Djiboutian Minister of Economy and Industrial Finance Ilyas Moussa Dawaleh and chief of the EU 

delegation to Djibouti Joseph Silva signed the agreement at a ceremony in the capital. 

 

The project will rely in collaboration with the local community, where women's contributions will be 

prominent, Silva said. 
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AFRICA  

BUILDING A TRUE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN AFRICA AND EUROPE 

 

[Editoriale pubblicato l'11 aprile scorso sul sito EU Observer a firma del ministro 

degli Esteri dell'Uganda, Sam Kutesa] 

 

(29.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

  

When EU and African Heads of State met in Brussels at the start of April they were presented with 

the opportunity to begin to forge a new partnership between two continents that have had a long 

and sometimes troubled relationship. 

The EU-Africa Summit has come at the end of an unusual period of both tension and increased 

cooperation between Europe and the nations of Africa, with both sides wanting to work together but 

seemingly struggling at times to understand the concerns and actions of the other. 

How this period of flux settles may well decide the course of our relations for a generation. 

The reasons behind this change in the tone of our relations are complex, but some of the causes are 

easy to identify. 

The last decade has seen a transformation across much of Africa: democracy has taken root and 

now most sub-Saharan countries hold regular democratic elections. Sustained growth of over 6% 

has doubled average GDP per head and Africa has shifted from being seen as a perpetual recipient 

of donor aid to becoming a centre for global investment with over $2.7 trillion dollars of FDI pouring 

into the continent. 

This trend suggests a lessening reliance on Europe by African nations yet there is much that we can 

both gain from partnership. 

Even as Africa has for some years now been one of the fastest growing economic regions, with 6 out 

the 10 fastest growing economies in the world, while others have flatlined, European countries with 

their multi-trillion euro industrialised economies have much to offer in terms of investment, know-

how and knowledge transfer. But increasingly Africans expect an equal partnership not a one-sided 

relationship between former colonies and their once occupying powers. 

Sometimes we in Africa have felt European nations have not always appreciated that being 

independent means we will make decisions other countries do not agree with. 

A case in point is the International Criminal Court. 
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Funded primarily by European nations this intergovernmental institution has been a cause for 

considerable concern. 

Many Africans are baffled by the continuing charges against a democratically elected sitting Head of 

State, Uhuru Kenyatta of Kenya, not least when the ICC’s prosecutor has admitted publicly she has 

no compelling evidence against him. 

The African Union has voiced its concerns that the ICC is in danger of becoming a geopolitical tool 

for its funders rather than a judicial instrument for all its signatories. My own President Yoweri 

Museveni has indicated that an example of this is the clear request by the African Union to the UN to 

halt trials; the request was then not supported by the European permanent members of the UN 

Security Council. 

Similarly, for many years a number of African countries have been criticised for adopting forms of 

government that some in Europe felt were not being democratic enough and failed to adequately 

reflect the wishes of their populations. However, when democratically elected African governments, 

such as in Uganda, have reached decisions that have overwhelming public support in our countries, 

especially on social issues, they have been condemned. 

Again, we are left wondering is democratic accountability in Africa only important when the views 

expressed chime with those held by people outside our continent? 

Yet these sources of tension are in contrast to the increased interdependence between Europe and 

Africa over matters of security. 

Where once Africa was overly dependent on European countries as guarantors of stability and peace 

now European and African nations work together. 

For example the last twelve months have seen France in cooperation with a multi-country African 

force target the Islamist threat in Mali, and intervene in the Central African Republic. Off the coast of 

Somalia the EUNAVFOR naval operation has reduced piracy in conjunction with African nations’ 

navies. 

But even with this increased partnership Africa is now, more than at any other time in the last 50 

years, managing its own security affairs. 

Uganda has been at the forefront of much of this new self-sufficiency providing the largest 

contingent of troops to the African Union AMISOM peacekeeping mission to Somalia that has pushed 

back Islamic militants and allowed the development of democratic government. Similarly in South 

Sudan Uganda heeded a request from the elected administration to intervene to reduce the 

potentially devastating actions by rebel forces. 
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Though disagreements and tensions are bound to arise between EU-African countries in the future 

the summit provided an opportunity to resolve some of the issues that have been coming to the 

fore. 

It is in all of our interests to try to respect each others’ opinions, even when we may not agree with 

them, and to deepen our mutually beneficial relationship. 

Key to such a new understanding is that, as never before, Europe and other western countries need 

Africa. 

Africa can no longer be seen as merely a source of resources and a recipient of aid, but instead must 

now be treated as an equal partner, so that Europe and Africa can forge ahead together in our 

increasingly multi-polar and interdependent world. 
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EVENTI 

30.04.2014 – I AM BECAUSE YOU ARE  

Live Electronics and video performance by Alessandro Olla  

 

Venue: Auditorium Italian Cultural Institute at 6.30 pm  

 


