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ETHIOPIA 

GDP GROWTH SLOWS DOWN TO 9.7 PERCENT  

 

Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn declared that the targeted Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

of the nation growth has dropped down to 9.7 percent in the last budget year, falling short of the 

government’s forecast, which was 11 percent. 

 

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

In a nine-month report he presented to the House of Peoples' Representatives (HPR) the PM told 

MPs that his government is still satisfied with the registered growth despite the shortcomings of the 

economy that was hit by a reduction of the export performance. 

In comparison to sub-Saharan Africa's average of 5.4 percent economic growth during the period, 

Hailemariam said the government is encouraged by the country’s sustained growth. The 

government’s projection for the current budget year stands at 11.3 percent. 

During the past nine months of the current fiscal year, agricultural exports recorded a growth of 9 

percent, the PM said. 

The export was highly impacted by a decline in global coffee prices, longtime leading foreign export 

item that accounts the highest share Hailemariam noted adding still that coffee exports showed a 

decline of 25 percent in the past nine months. 

However, Hailemariam said other agricultural exports such as oilseeds, pulses, floriculture and fruits 

and vegetables showed a growth of 58 percent, 11 percent, seven percent and one percent, 

respectively. 

Overall, the export sector grew by just above two percent during the last nine months – meeting 63 

percent of the government’s projection for the period. 

According to the PM, the export performance in the reported budget year, which failed short of the 

forecast was also affected by the fall in the price of gold, another major export item in the global 

market. The global price of gold dropped nearly 30 percent at the end of 2013. 

To counter the effect of global market, Hailemariam said the government would intensify follow up 

and support efforts in the remaining three months of the budget year. 

The Prime Minister said efforts are underway to improve the quantity and quality of the export of 

coffee and gold to improve earnings. 
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According to the PM’s report, the manufacturing sector registered a growing amount to 11.4 

percent during the past nine months with leather and leather products and textile and clothing 

achieving 12 and 14 percent growth, respectively. 

Regarding regional security issues, the PM was also responding to MPs question on the existing 

development in relation to Eritrea and Egypt. 

However, Hailemariam said that no progress was achieved for the effort that has been carried out 

solve the disputes with arch-foe Eritrea. 

“There was an attempt to resolve issues with Eritrea thorough religious leaders and prominent 

figure from the two nations. However, it bears no fruit as the Eritrean regime is not ready for 

peaceful dialogues as it has been the same despite both Ethiopian and Eritrean people have the 

interest to restore the peaceful relationships among them.” 

Going further with the growing the ever-souring relationship with Egypt, Hailemariam Desalegn 

called on Egypt to return to the tripartite dialogue with Ethiopia and Sudan to implement IPoE 

recommendations in the construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). 

“We are working to convince Egyptian authorities to avoid the unnecessary campaigns against the 

dam and return to the tripartite discussions with Ethiopia and Sudan,” Hailemariam told the 

parliament.  

He further addressed that his government is prepared to respond to Egypt's attempt to take the 

dispute over the GERD to the UN. 
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ACTING URGENTLY ON AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT  

 

 

The scathing annual report the Federal Auditor General submitted to Parliament on Tuesday is a 

topical agenda we feel merits a serious deliberation. 

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

A 54-page analysis of its audit findings into the accounts of ministries and other agencies of the 

federal government for the 2012-2013 fiscal year, the report addresses a raft of issues of critical 

concern. A report which contains recommendations Parliament should act on posthaste; it highlights 

several shortcomings that have been rolling over for years if not decades now. 

One troubling matter the concluding part of the Federal Auditor General’s report says needs to be 

tackled both administratively and legally is the failure of the institutions funded by budgetary 

appropriation to close their accounts on time and submit an audit report on it. It particularly urged 

Parliament itself and the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED) to take prompt 

measures to rectify the problem. 

The report contains some shocking number:1.5 billion birr in receivable accounts, 2.5 billion birr 

unutilized budget and unsubstantiated expenditures amounting to 785 million birr during the 

reporting period. Its section on accounts receivable also revealed that over 877 million birr was not 

reconciled by 77 federal government agencies including major ministries and state-owned higher 

learning institutions.  

The report points out that if accounts receivable are not reconciled or collected on time in 

accordance with the law, they are less likely to be settled and transformed into capital. It also 

identified, for the purpose of immediate action by Parliament, procedural gaps attending accounts 

receivable which it said open the door for financial mismanagement. Accordingly, it underscored 

that the institutions at fault must either collect or reconcile receivable monies in compliance with 

the applicable financial regulations and directives. 

Regarding expenditures not indicated in expenditure reports, an audit to determine whether 

institutions entitled to utilize internally generated revenues actually indicate such expenditure to 

MoFED found that three government agencies alone neglected to make mention of over 35.6 million 

birr expenditure they incurred from self-generated revenue streams. Moreover, the institutions  
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which did incorporate in their revenue reports the self-generated revenue they made use of chose 

not to report the expenditure. Stating that these and numerous other grave irregularities have not 

been dealt with despite the fact that they were brought to the attention of Parliament in previous 

occasions, the Auditor General called on the latter to take the appropriate corrective measures. 

There seems to be no solution to the perennial budget deficit and liquid cash mismanagement 

afflicting the country’s governmental agencies which run on the budget Parliament allots to them. 

This topic was broached years ago at a parliamentary session former Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

attended to explain the position of his administration on a report the Auditor General Tuesday 

presented then. It’s to be recalled that the Auditor General’s accusation of mismanagement of the 

budget subsidy the federal government allocates to regional governments prompted an acerbic 

retort by the then premiere. It was only the previous year that Parliament flexed its muscle after its 

inaction over successive reports that brought to light financial irregularities in government agencies, 

reprimanding the heads of the agencies culpable of financial mismanagement over the misdeeds of 

the institutions and calling on pressure to be exerted on the prime minister with a view to force 

these institutions to mend the errors of their ways. Some Members of Parliament even went as far 

as suggesting that the said institutions be denied budgetary appropriation should they not put their 

books in order.  

What is Parliament contemplating to do now? 

Aside from affirming the existence of financial malfeasance that it says has been going on for long 

despite repeated warnings, the Auditor General’s report further proposed for swift measures to be 

taken as regards the mismanagement of government properties as well as government-funded 

construction projects which are blighted by cost overrun and schedule slippage or have been totally 

suspended.  

Why hasn’t Parliament held those responsible to account? 

The findings of the Auditor General’s report unmistakably demonstrate that with the exception of a 

few properly managed institutions, the operation of the majority of government agencies is messy. 

The inability of the entities that ought to have ensured that this did not occur by enforcing 

transparency and accountability is entailing a misuse and in worst cases a loss of the country’s 

resources.  

It’s high time that Parliament exercised its oversight power robustly in order to rein in the 

Executive. Otherwise the consequence will be dire for the nation and its people.   
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GOV'T INTERVENES IN ACCESS REAL ESTATE FIASCO  

 

 

Representatives of the Ethiopian government including, Mekuria Haile, Minister of Urban 

Development and Construction, Kebede Chanie, Minister of Trade and Director General of the 

Federal Police Commission, Assefa Beyu, gave assurance to members of the Board of Directors of 

Access Real Estate S.C. (ARE) saying that they are committed to salvaging the troubled real estate 

company. 

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

During a meeting held on Thursday, which lasted until late in the evening, government officials said 

that the administration has not given a cold shoulder to the issue and will work with the home 

buyers' committee to solve the issues faced by ARE. 

Back in January, another steering committee chaired by Kebede Chanie was established by the 

Prime Minister's Office to look into the matter. The committee includes Mekuria Haile, Assefa Beyu, 

and representatives from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Justice, Document Authentication and 

Registration Office, the Addis Ababa City Administration's Land Management Bureau and the home 

buyers' committee. 

However, due to various reasons, the committee was not able to meet for the last three months, 

which frustrated the already irate home buyers. The delay led some home buyers to take things to 

court, particularly those who bought properties from a third party indirectly through ARE. This 

eventually led the committee to call an urgent meeting on Thursday and pledged to find a lasting 

solution to the matter. 

In relation to this, some 500 home buyers have been summoned today to the offices of ARE and 

will be informed of the decision made by the committee.  

Formed by Ermyas Amelga together with five shareholders, with a 50,000 birr registered capital, 

ARE came up with too-good-to-be-true offers of building homes using steel structures and 

magnesium boards introduced by YBEL Industrial. An undertaking that aimed at cutting 

construction costs in half and reduce the build period to just six months. During its formation 

Ermias Amelga, the then CEO, brought onboard Access Capital Services S.C., an aspiring private 

equity firm in Ethiopia, where he owns a major share. 



 
 
 

8 
 

 

ETHIOPIAN EYES ONAIR CONNECTIVITY 

 

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

The Ethiopian Airlines is undertaking a study on air internet and mobile phone connectivity. 

A senior official with Ethiopian told The Reporter that the airline wants to install Wi-Fi and mobile 

phone services on its aircraft. “We are conducting studies on air connectivity,” the official said. On-

air connectivity system enables passengers to log on the internet and use their mobile phones. 

Ethiopian wants to install the system on its Boeing B777 and B787 fleets. 

The in-flight Wi-Fi solution enables passengers to email, update their social media, and browse 

news sites. Like a Wi-Fi hotspot on the ground, passengers only need to log on and their enter 

credit card details before they are free to surf the Internet. 

Passengers can also use in-flight GSM product to email, text, talk, and use their mobile apps as they 

please. Charges are included in the user’s monthly phone bill, exactly like using international 

roaming. 

Reliable sources told The Reporter that IT experts of Ethiopian are studying the possibility that the 

airline could install On-air connectivity on its modern fleet. Sources said senior officials of Ethiopian 

were holding talks with a renowned IT solutions provider to the air transport world, SITA.   

SITA is a renowned On-air connectivity system provider. In 2005 SITA established a company called 

OnAir that provides on air connectivity technology to carriers.     

Recently TAAG Angola Airlines became OnAir’s first Sub-Saharan African customer – line fitting its 

new B777-300ER fleet with Internet OnAir and Mobile OnAir. The airline will use Thales’ TopConnect 

to access OnAir’s inflight Wi-Fi and mobile phone services on its new fleet, to be delivered from May 

2014. 

SITA says OnAir offers a consistent, reliable service across Africa and all other major routes across 

the world, thanks to the widest-reaching network of regulatory approvals and the largest and most 

geographically diverse number of roaming agreements of any provider. 

In addition, OnAir uses Inmarsat’s SwiftBroadband satellite network, the only network to provide 

worldwide coverage. 

The products are available as linefit or retrofit for all commercial aircraft, as well as government, 

VIP and business jets. OnAir products operate over all satellite links.  
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GOV'T TO TIGHTEN CONTROL ON MINING COMPANIES  

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

Prompted by the declining price of gold in the international market, the Ethiopian government is to 

push local and international companies engaged in gold exploration activity to launch production.  

Presenting a nine-month report to the House of Peoples' Representatives on Thursday, Prime 

Minister Hailemariam Desalegn said that though the mining sector was expected to register 

remarkable growth (in generating foreign currency) the gold export earnings fell by 27 percent, 

compared to the same period last year. Hailemariam attributed the drop in gold export earnings to 

the decline in the price of gold in the international market.  

In the 2012-2013 fiscal year, gold, the country’s highest source of export revenue, fetched 578.8 

million dollars, a four percent decline compared to the previous year’s performance. The price of 

gold, which was 1900 dollars per  ounce, dropped to 1,200 dollars.  

The government now wants to export more gold by pushing companies engaged in gold exploration 

projects to start production. Hailemariam said the government should persuade mining companies 

to start mining and exporting gold. He said that although the price of gold is declining in the 

international market the government will strive to increase the export earnings from gold by 

improving leadership, technology, professionalism and marketing strategies. He said the amount of 

gold produced by artisanal miners could also be boosted if the bottlenecks in the sectors could be 

eliminated. 

Artisanal miners are contributing a significant share to the country’s gold export. Last year artisanal 

miners panned and sold 8.3 tons of gold valued at 420 million dollars to the National Bank of 

Ethiopia (NBE).  

A senior official at the Ministry of Mines told The Reporter that the ministry will tighten controls on 

companies engaged in mineral exploration projects. “The ministry will closely monitor the activities 

of the companies engaged in the exploration and production of minerals. We will identify the 

companies that are working according to their work plan and those who fail to perform to the level 

of our expectation,” the official said. He said that the ministry will persuade companies that had 

discovered gold ore to start mining as soon as possible. National Mining Company, MIDROC Gold, 

Nyota Minerals, Ezana Mining, Tigrai Resources, Stratex and the latest entrant, Ascom Mining, are 

the major companies that have discovered new gold ore deposits in different parts of the country. 

Some of these companies are in the process of starting mining activities. 
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KERRY TO VISIT ETHIOPIA, CONGO AND ANGOLA NEXT WEEK 

 

(26.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry will travel to Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Angola from April 29 to May 5 to promote democracy and human rights, the State Department said 

on Friday. 

 

Kerry will meet with Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and Foreign Minister Tedros 

Adhanom in Addis Ababa to discuss peace efforts in the region and strengthen ties with Ethiopia, 

State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said in a statement. 

 

"In Kinshasa, Secretary Kerry will meet with President Joseph Kabila and will discuss how the DRC 

government's progress in neutralizing some of the dozens of dangerous armed groups that victimize 

the Congolese people can be consolidated and how to best advance the DRC's democratization and 

long-term stability, including through a timely and transparent electoral process," she said. 

Kerry will meet Angolan President José Eduardo dos Santos in Luanda to commend him on his 

engagement in the peace process in Africa's Great Lakes region, Psaki added. (Reuters) 
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KENYA, ETHIOPIA INK BILATERAL DEAL TO ENHANCE CROSS BORDER 

TRANSPORT 

  

Kenya and Ethiopia on Friday signed a bilateral agreement to develop a One-Stop Border Post at 

Moyale in northern Kenya to boost trade between the two countries. 

 

(26.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

A joint statement from Kenya's transport ministry said the deal seeks to enhance transport services 

along the border crossing, strengthen trade in the region as well as reduce transit time for goods 

across the common border, including enhancing immigration processes. 

"The two governments have formally inaugurated a Joint Transport Corridor Commission of 

ministers, which is expected to speed up the completion of projects within reasonable timeframe," it 

said. 

Trade volumes between Kenya and its northern neighbor are expected to rise from their current 

volumes. Kenya's exports to Ethiopia in 2011 were worth 55 million dollars. The country in turn 

imported goods worth 4.25 million dollars. 

Under the Special Status Agreement, Ethiopia also agreed to eliminate non-trade barriers for 

Kenyan companies by giving land on a lease basis, tax holidays and non-collateral bank loans 

making it very attractive to investors. 

The agreement signed by Transport and Infrastructure Minister, Engineer Michael Kamau on behalf 

of the government and Ethiopian Minister for Transport Workneh Gebeyehu would facilitate gradual 

removal of non-tariff barriers and improve railway services between the two countries. 

The two governments seek to fast-track implementation of the Mombasa-Nairobi-Isiolo-Moyale-

Addis Ababa transport and the development of Lamu-Isiolo-Moyale-Addis Ababa transport 

corridors.     

The latest agreement empowers the technical coordination committee to develop modalities on how 

to mobilize resources and implement the projects components to be undertaken jointly by the two 

governments. (Xinhua) 
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TWO OF PPESA’S NINE COMPANIES ATTRACT BIDS 

 

(25.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

Two of the nine companies floated by the Privatization and Public Enterprises Supervising Agency 
(PPESA) attracted bids, the agency said. 
 
 
The companies include Weyra Transport SC and a villa house registered under Batu Construction 
SC, Wondafrash Assefa, PPESA’s corporate communication director, said. 
 
 
According to the director, Weyra Transport SC, whose index price was set at 266 million birr, 
attracted a bid from Trans Ethiopoia SC which submitted two million birr more than the floor price. 
 
The villa house registered under Batu Construction SC attracted four bids – Bedru Mohammed, Dr. 
Abate Bane, Adera Medical Center and Sister Anchinalu offering 11.99, 11.8, 9.5 and 7.9 million 
birr, respectively, Wondafrash disclosed.    
 
 
“The agency’s board will meet soon to pass a decision,” Wondafrash told WIC adding that PPESA 
will refloat the enterprises which failed to attract any bidders. 
  
 
These enterprises include - Kombolcha Textiles SC, Agriculture and Mechanization Services 
Enterprise, Bahir Dar Textile SC, Natural Gum Processing and Marketing Enterprise, Transport 
Construction Design SC and Shebelle Transport SC. 
 
 
A bid document submitted for Ethiopian Mining Development SC by the Israeli Elenilto 
Group, the sole company which showed interest, failed to indicate price and was found to be 
incomplete - leading the agency to reject the document, Wondafrash said. 
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AUTHORITY CONSTRUCTS, UPGRADES OVER 12,620 KM ROAD  

 

(25.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

The Ethiopian Road Authority (ERA) said it has built, repaired and upgraded over 12, 620 km of 

road with 19.1 billion birr during the last nine months of this budget year.     

Authority Public Relations Directorate Director, Samson Wondimu told WIC the plan was to 

construct, maintain and improve 15, 251 km of road.  

 

According to Samson, some 90 per cent of the total length of the road was built with asphalt, while 

the remaining 10 per ent was built with gravel, he said. 

 

According to him, the authority has so far attained 68 per cent of the plan it has set to carry out 

during the Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) period. 
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PM CALLS ON EGYPT TO RETURN TO DIALOGUE 

 

(24.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

Hailemariam Desalegn called on Egypt to return to the tripartite dialogue with Ethiopia and Sudan 

to implement IPoE recommendations in the construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 

(GERD). 

The Prime Minister made the call this morning during a parliament session in which he presented a 

nine months performance report of his government which addressed a wide range of issues. 

“We are working to convince Egyptian authorities to avoid the unnecessary campaigns against the 

dam and return to the tripartite discussions with Ethiopia and Sudan,” Hailemariam said. 

Ever since Ethiopia launched the construction of the 6000MW hydroelectric dam on Nile River, 

relations between the two countries have soured. Following deadlocks in tripartite discussions, 

Egypt said it would internationalize the issue and take the case to the United Nations Security 

Council. 

PM Hailemariam told MPs today that his government is prepared to respond to Egypt's attempt to 

take the dispute over GERD to the UN. 

Sudan, the immediate downstream country, has backed what would be Africa’s biggest 

hydroelectric dam and Hailemariam hailed relations with Ethiopia’s western neighbor. 

“With the signing of 13 agreements through the joint commission of the two countries, our relation 

with Sudan has grown to a strategic level,” Hailemariam said. “The Renaissance Dam has cemented 

our strategic partnership.” 

Hailemariam also reported to parliament that his government is working closely with other Nile 

Basin countries for equitable utilization of the river. 

Six of the basin countries including Ethiopia, Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and Burundi have 

signed a Cooperative Framework Agreement (CFA) which rendered colonial era treaties over the 

utilization of Nile waters null and void. 

Ethiopia and Rwanda have ratified the CFA in their respective parliaments and Hailemariam said 

Kenya, Uganda and Burundi are expected to follow suit “soon”. 

“We have launched diplomatic efforts to convince Tanzania to ratify the framework agreement and 

South Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo to join the CFA,” Hailemariam added. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF EU-ETHIOPIA PARTNERSHIP  

 

(26.04.2014 – The Reporter)  

 

Ambassador Hebberecht Chantal a Belgian national is the new Head of the European Union Mission 

to Ethiopia. 

Before her assignment to replace the late head of mission to Ethiopian Ambassador Xavier Marchal, 

Ambassador Chantal served as head of mission to Kyrgyzstan. Before joining the EU, she served at 

the European Union Commission as head of the unit for Commission's Peace Facility – a funding 

instrument with a particular focus on food security issues. Neamin Ashenafi of The Reporter sat 

down with the Ambassador to discuss the evolution of the longstanding partnership between the 

European Union and Ethiopia, the various development activities of the union support in Ethiopia 

and other political, economic and social issues. Excerpts: 

The Reporter: How do you describe and assess the evolution of the relationship between 
Ethiopia and the European Union (EU) over the years and where is that relationship right 
now? 

Ambassador Hebberecht Chantal: I think the partnership between EU and Ethiopia is a partnership 

that was forged a very long time ago, and we reinforce this partnership time and time again. For 

me, since 1975, when we first sent our delegation to Ethiopia, the evolution of our partnership has 

been quite positive from the side of both parties. On the development cooperation, for example, we 

are jointly working with government, and we have a financing agreement that we signed at 

Cotonou. Since then, we have succeeded in committing all funds of the preview financial allocation 

and now we are embarking upon a new phase of the Cotonou Agreement. The new financial 

allocation for Ethiopia is an envelope package of 745 million Euros and it is the highest financial 

allocation ever made for development purposes for one African country. We also have a political 

dialogue with the government, it includes our partnership political dialogue on human rights and the 

overall democratic process in the country. It is very important to have a frank and direct dialogue 

with the government on these issues. We have also a very positive evolution on the economic side; 

since EU is the main export destination for Ethiopian export commodities, more or less 40 percent 

of Ethiopian exports come to Europe and member states of EU. On the other side, close to 20 

percent of imports to Ethiopia originate from the same region. Year after year, EU member states 

are becoming more and more important trading partners to Ethiopia while Ethiopia becomes theirs. 
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You have said that the partnership between the EU and Ethiopia is positive in terms of 
economic, development partnership and financial cooperation, but is it possible to say that the 
political side of the story is as rosy as the economic cooperation?  

The partnership is really an integrated partnership, and it is true that sometimes we have different 

perceptions regarding some situations, but it is important to continue to have a dialogue. It is 

always very interesting to observe in our discussion, for example in our discussion regarding civil 

society, that the perception of the EU regarding civil society and civil society organizations is quite 

different from that of government. Our understanding of the such organizations is that associations 

of farmers and chambers of commerce and the like are parts and parcels of the civil society in that 

we have a very broad understanding of the civil society and sometimes it is quite different from the 

perceptions of the government. And at times, such differences are exhibited in others like 

democracy. Democracy too, we believe, is a very permanent process, it is always necessary to 

improve the conditions of democracy. In EU, we have to consolidate democracy every day and it is 

really a day-to-day work, and it is very important for us to continue this kind of discussion with the 

government. For example, I can mention that the EU finances projects of the civil society and civil 

society organizations not only in relation to development but also to try to support rule of law, 

human rights issues and we are in agreement with the government. I think we are progressing but 

it is always very important to maintain this dialogue with the government. 

So what can you say about the role the EU plays in promoting the values such as human rights, 
the rule of law and democracy apart from supporting the country in the areas of economy and 
development? 

You know that democracy and the respect of human rights are really core values of the EU; it can 

be clearly understood from the frame of our foreign policy. As the EU delegation and heads that 

delegation, we have to advocate that value and try to promote it as much as possible. It is really 

integrated into the frame of EU foreign policy. Here too, we are trying to support the civil society. 

You know that there will be an election in 2015 in this country, in the past we have been supporting 

the democratic institutions in Ethiopia like the Office of the Ombudsman, National Electoral Board of 

Ethiopia (NEBE) and the Federal Anti Corruption and Ethics Commission. Hence as we did in the 

past, I hope that we can continue to support the democratic institution. 

In the past, 2005, the EU has entered into a serious spat with the Ethiopian government 
regarding the report that EU's election observation mission to Ethiopia released. In that 
background, what will be the role of the EU in the upcoming elections? Will you be deploying a 
team to observe the election? 
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It is true that in 2005, the Ethiopian government did not accept the EU observation mission report 

at all. For the next election, the EU is ready to support the preparation and the organization of the 

electoral process itself, but to launch an observation mission, the first step for us is to receive an 

official invitation from the government, and until then I don’t know what is going to happen. What 

we are ready to do is to support the transparency of the process, the organization of the process 

and dialogue between the different political parties. We are ready to support the whole election 

process, and it is in discussion with the government. 

But having your differences in the past, especially in the 2005 election, do you think the 

government of Ethiopia will invite you to participate in the upcoming election either 

through an election observation team or in other activities? 

Really I don’t know. It is the decision of the government. I know that in 2005 situations were very 

tense between the EU and the government of Ethiopia, but I think that we have really a frank 

dialogue on this issue. The decision is of the government first, the request has to come from the 

government side but the position of the EU is really to support all stakeholders involved in this 

process.    

Whenever we are talking about an election it is about the incumbent and its opposing 

parties, therefore how do you describe the relationship between the opposition parties 

in Ethiopia and the EU? 

We would like to have very constructive and frank relationships with all stakeholders; whether the 

opposition or the ruling party because as I said it before our intention is really to try to improve 

transparency. We have the same dialogue with all stakeholders. And we are not providing capacity 

building trainings for one or the other, we are ready to support all parties equal. Because, I think 

maybe in Ethiopia there is not yet a real political culture and that it is very important for the 

different parties to learn about what their responsibility is. They have to define their program for 

the development of this country. The political environment is a little bit immature, and the training 

is to help them to compete better in the election. It is true, capacity building is needed for 

everyone.        

Recently, the EU donated 3.3 million Euros for 18 different civil society organizations in 

Ethiopia. In the context of severe criticism over the laws, which is adopted to 

administer the civil society and charity associations in Ethiopia, what is your say on this 

law?  
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I think it is true that this law is creating some constraints for civil society organizations. It places a 

limit on administrative costs like transportation cost. And for this reason, in agreement with the  

government, we created this civil society working group to discuss the implementation of the law. It 

is a tripartite dialogue between the government, civil society organizations and some donors. I think 

it is very important to have this dialogue and try to reach mutual understanding and agreement to 

allow the civil society organizations to continue their work. 

Apart from EU's role in promoting human rights, the rule of law, democracy and other 

development projects in Ethiopia, what is the EU's engagement in promoting gender 

equality in Ethiopia? 

We are trying to play a very active role, not only here in Ethiopia but also everywhere in the world 

because it is a general problem and we are trying to have a political dialogue on this issue. Here in 

Ethiopia, we are working with the Ministry of Women, Children and Youth, and we have some 

ongoing programs together with the UN as the UN is very active in this sphere. I think we have 

different ongoing programs that have been implemented by the UN for the total of 10 million Euros. 

We are also trying to promote respect of the rights of women and girls and we are also working on 

capacity building in the framework of entrepreneurship. We really try to support women to build 

their capacity and their ability to earn their livelihood, but it is a very important issue and for the 

next cooperation phase we will try to integrate this gender equality concept in the majority of our 

development programs. 

As you know Ethiopia is constructing the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) 

over the River Nile, and the relationship between Ethiopia and Egypt is in very tense 

conditions due to this project. What is the EU's position in relation to this project?         

It is an issue of the Ethiopian government. The position of the EU is always to try to improve the 

level of dialogue between Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan, because it is very important that downstream 

countries are in discussion with Ethiopia. In the last month, there was this dialogue at the technical 

level and I think it was extremely positive. But maybe it is also necessary to have a political 

dialogue and to try to find a mutual benefit from the dam. Political dialogue is very important, even 

when there are disagreements. 

These days there are so many concerns across Africa and here in Ethiopia over the issue 

of Lesbians, Gays, Bisexual and Transsexual (LGBT) rights, therefore what is the EU's 

position in relation to this matter? 
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The EU’s position is very clear; it is a position in favor of respect of human rights of everyone 

including LGBT; without any kind of discrimination against minorities like LGBT. It is our general 

position and we are applying this general position in relation to LGBT rights because it is really one  

of our core values to avoid discrimination and to respect individual human rights in different fields 

including this one. 

And are you saying that LGBT rights are among basic human rights and should be 

respected all over the world? 

Yes, it is a position of the EU because we are respecting the rights of minorities and also avoiding 

any discrimination. 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

JUBA LIBERA EX DIRIGENTI VICINI A RIBELLI  

 

(28.04.2014 – Notiziario Info-Africa) 

 

SUD-SUDAN – Il governo sud-sudanese guidato dal presidente Salva Kiir ha annunciato nel fine-

settimana di aver liberato quattro ex ministri e dirigenti di partito ritenuti vicini a Riek Machar, oggi 

a capo del movimento di ribellione. 

I quattro sono: Pagan Amum, ex segretario generale del Movimento popolare di liberazione del 

Sudan (Splm); Oyai Deng Ajak, ex ministro per la Sicurezza nazionale; Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth, ex 

ambasciatore negli Stati Uniti; Majak D’Agoot, ex ministro della Difesa. Erano stati arrestati a 

dicembre con l’accusa di essere coinvolti in un tentativo di golpe che, secondo il presidente Kiir, 

sarebbe all’origine del conflitto armato in Sud Sudan. 

“Per promuovere il dialogo, la riconciliazione e la concordia tra il popolo – ha detto alla stampa il 

ministro della Giustizia sud-sudanese Paulion Wanawilla – chiederemo alla Corte di non portare 

avanti il procedimento”. 

Benché le accuse di tradimento e tentato colpo di stato siano cadute nei confronti dei quattro, 

Wanawilla ha però precisato come il provvedimento non riguardi in alcun modo Machar. 

Il rilascio dei quattro detenuti era stato più volte sollecitato dai ribelli come condizioni fondamentale 

per procedere nei negoziati in corso ad Addis Abeba per individuare una soluzione politica al 

conflitto. 
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DJIBOUTI 

FINANZIAMENTI PER LA LOTTA ALL’EMERGENZA DISOCCUPAZIONE 

 

(28.04.2014 – Notiziario Info-Africa) 

 

GIBUTI – Un accordo per un finanziamento da 20 milioni di dollari per sostenere un programma di 

sviluppo delle Piccole e Medie Imprese (PMI) e per l’ingresso nel mondo del lavoro dei neolaureati è 

stato firmato dal governo di Giubti e il Fondo Arabo per lo Sviluppo Economico e Sociale (FADES). 

Lo riferiscono fonti locali, precisando che a sottoscrivere l’intesa sono stati il Ministro dell’Economia 

di Gibuti, Ilyas Moussa Dawaleh e il direttore di FADES, il dottor Abdallah Sheik. 

Secondo il direttore generale del Fondo per lo sviluppo economico di Gibuti (FDED), Hassan Ismail, 

questo accordo completa la prima linea di credito concessa a Gibuti dalla FADES nel 2012. 

Nonostante la crescita economica del 4,6% negli ultimi anni tra il 2005 e il 2010, Gibuti soffre di 

una disoccupazione di massa persistente, dice un nuovo studio della Banca Mondiale dal titolo “un 

nuovo modello di crescita per Gibuti.” 

Secondo questo studio, il tasso di disoccupazione è del 45% tra la popolazione di Gibuti e oltre il 

70% tra i giovani sotto i 30 anni. Il paese ha quasi 200.000 disoccupati, su una popolazione totale 

di 850.000 abitanti. Lo studio evidenzia come la crescita economica recente a Gibuti non ha 

generato opportunità di lavoro sufficienti ad assorbire la disoccupazione. 

Il rapporto della Banca Mondiale non esita a definire “molto preoccupanti” le prospettive del 

mercato del lavoro nel piccolo paese del Corno d’Africa, indicando un significativo aumento dei 

laureati disoccupati a causa soprattutto della mancanza di corrispondenza tra la domanda e l’offerta 

di competenze. 

Per stabilizzare la disoccupazione ai tassi attuali, l’economia di Gibuti dovrà creare circa 9.000 posti 

di lavoro all’anno e per far questo, sostiene la Banca Mondiale, il tasso di crescita del PIL dovrà 

essere uguale o superiore al 5%. 
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AFRICA 

DIECI AFRICANI TRA LE 100 PERSONALITÀ PIÙ INFLUENTI (TIME MAGAZINE)  

 

(28.04.2014 – Notiziario Info-Africa) 

 

AFRICA – Ci sono 10 africani tra le 100 personalità che maggiormente hanno influenzato il pianeta 

nel corso dell’anno appena trascorso, secondo la classifica annuale della rivista statunitense Time. 

Accanto a nomi come quelli di Papa Francesco, Barack Obama o Vladimir Putin, figurano quelli di 

uomini e donne africani che – secondo la pubblicazione – hanno cambiato il corso degli eventi 

attraverso le loro azioni o le loro parole. 

Non sorprende che tra i dieci nomi africani si trovi quello di Aliko Dangote, l’uomo d’affari nigeriano 

più ricco di tutto il continente. Dalla Nigeria spicca un altro nome, quello di Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, la 

ministro delle Finanze impegnata in una campagna di lotta alla corruzione e per lo sviluppo 

dell’agricoltura. 

Nella classifica ci sono anche personalità religiose: dal Centrafrica  l’imam Omar Kobine Layama, 

presidente della comunità islamica, l’arcivescovo di Bangui Dieudonné Nzapalaingae il leader della 

Chiesa evangelica, Nicolas Guérékoyame-Gbangou, onorati per i loro sforzi per la pace. Dall’Uganda, 

viene ricompensata Suor Rosemary Nyirumbe per la sua opera a favore delle vittime di violenze. 

Altre donne africane tra le 100 personalità più influenti del mondo, la keniana Ory Okollo, creatrice 

del software Ushahidi per raccogliere informazioni durante le violenze elettorali del 2007, già 

responsabile Africa di Google e ora esponente della fondazione statunitense Omidyar Network, e la 

sudafricana Thuli Madonsela, mediatrice della Repubblica. 

Gli ultimi due nomi sono quelli di due uomini dal profilo opposto: lo scrittore keniano Binyavanga 

Wainaina e il generale Abdel Fatah Al Sisi, attuale uomo forte dell’Egitto, di cui molto probabilmente 

diventerà presidente.  
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RAPPORTO FMI: QUALI PROSPETTIVE ECONOMICHE PER L’AFRICA?  

 

(28.04.2014 – Notiziario Info-Africa) 

 

AFRICA – Verrà presentato oggi, in contemporanea a Nairobi (Kenya) e ad Abidjan (Costa d’Avorio) 

il Regional Economic Outlook per l’Africa sub-sahariana del Il Fondo Monetario Internazionale (FMI). 

“Questo rapporto fornisce una panoramica completa degli sviluppi economici del continente ed è 

una pubblicazione di riferimento sullo stato delle economie africane” scrive l’ Fmi in una nota diffusa 

ieri. 

Ad Abidjan, la cerimonia sarà presieduta dal Presidente del Consiglio, Daniel Kablan Duncan e la 

delegazione del FMI sarà guidata da Roger Nord, vice direttore del Dipartimento Africa. 

Le due presentazioni saranno l’occasione per affrontare in modo dettagliato le performance 

economiche dell’Africa sub-sahariana. 

Secondo il FMI, l’Africa registra “una crescita molto significativa, che però non si riesce a tradurre in 

posti di lavoro per i giovani e in una significativa riduzione della povertà”. 

Secondo i dati africani contenuti nell’ultimo World Economic Outlook pubblicato ad inizio mese dal 

Fmi, l’economia dei paesi dell’Africa sub-sahariana crescerà quest’anno ad un ritmo del 5,4% 

“Investire nella realizzazione di infrastrutture è la soluzione più efficace, oltre ad essere un bisogno 

fondamentale per ottenere una trasformazione definitiva dell’economia continentale” hanno scritto 

gli esperti del Fondo. 

L’istituto finanziario internazionale ha poi spiegato la scelta di presentare il rapporto ad Abidjan con 

il grande “interesse” per il paese, in rapida ascesa: “la crescita del prodotto interno lordo reale 

(PIL), stimato al 8,7%, è rimasta a un livello vicino agli obiettivi delle autorità” e il Fondo prevede 

prospettive macroeconomiche “positive” anche nel 2014 con un tasso di una crescita “forte” in un 

contesto di “inflazione controllata”. 
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EVENTI  

 

GREEK FILM FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON MAY 1ST UP UNTIL 4TH OF MAY. 

 

The screening program is as follows: 

May 1st - El Greco             (Official Opening) 

May 2nd - Mourning rock  

May 3rd - Brides               

May 4th - The mountain in front  

 

Admission is free. 

 

 

 


