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ETHIOPIA 

THE THIRD TANA HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON SECURITY IN AFRICA TO MEET THIS 

WEEKEND 

 

The third Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa is taking place this weekend (April 

26-27) in Bahir Dar, under the theme “Illicit Financial Flows and their impact on Peace 

and Security in Africa”. 

 

(23.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

 

The Chairperson of the Forum, former Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo, said illicit financial 

flows were making the challenges of peace, security and stability more complex - by some, 

conservative, estimates Africa loses US$60 billion annually: “What we are trying to do is get 

decision-makers in politics and diplomacy, in the private sector, academia and civil society to realize 

that this is a pernicious evil that requires effective action to curb,” he said. 

 

The 3rd Tana Forum will be focusing on the convergence between security and illicit financial flows. 

The impact of IFFs on Africa’s development is also a priority issue for the African Union (AU) and its 

member states, as evidenced by its establishment of a High-Level Panel to report on the issue. 

 

Professor Andreas Eshete, CEO of the Tana Forum, at a briefing earlier this month, reiterated the 

vision of Tana: “it is about free and critical conversations on the challenges facing Africa, 

unconstrained by agendas and always candid.” 

 

Among those participating will be Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn; Olusegun Obasanjo, former 

President of Nigeria and Chairperson of the Tana Forum; Thabo Mbeki, former President of South 

Africa; Dr. Carlos Lopes, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA); Ambassador Smail Chergui, AU Commissioner for Peace 

and Security, Pierre Buyoya, former President of Burundi and AU Special Representative for Mali and 

the Sahel and leading academics and officials from Africa and elsewhere. (MoFA) 
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ETHIOPIA EARNS $343 MLN FROM MINERAL EXPORTS IN 3RD QUARTER 

 

Ethiopia has earned 343.3 million US dollars from export of minerals during the past 

nine months of the budget year, Ministry of Mines (MoM) disclosed. 

 

(23.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

 

Plagued by a fall in the global price of gold, the revenue obtained is just about half of the ministry’s 

projection for the period.    

The lion’s share of the revenue is obtained from export of gold extracted by both traditional miners 

and companies. Of the over 8682 kg of gold supplied to the international market, over 5,752 kg came 

from traditional miners, according to data from MoM. 

Export of minerals has become Ethiopia’s second biggest foreign currency earner contributing to 

over 23 percent of the overall export earnings of the country.  

However, global price fluctuations have put a dent on the flow of foreign currency to the country. The 

price of gold, the major export mineral of Ethiopia, dropped nearly 30 percent at the end of 2013.  

With its revised export revenue target, MoM expects to fetch one billion dollars from mineral exports 

by the end of the current fiscal year.  

 

MoM’s nine months performance report, however, expressed concern that the continued fall of the 

price of gold could hamper the ministry from achieving its target. 

To counter the impact of a fall in global price, the report says, the ministry would work to ensure an 

increase in supply of gold by artisanal miners and export value added minerals. 

Ethiopia’s export minerals include Tantalum, opal and gemstones, marble, platinum and hydrated 

lime.  
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FM SAYS ETHIOPIA HAS GONE BEYOND “CALL OF DUTY” IN EQUITABLE USE OF 

NILE WATERS 

 

Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister Dr Tedros Adhanom said his country has repeatedly gone 

above and beyond “the call of duty” in trying to assuage Egyptian concerns and to reach 

over a more equitable allocation of the use of the Nile waters. 

 

(22.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

 

“We are fully aware that cooperation and collaboration over the valuable resource of the Nile River 

offers a win-win scenario for Ethiopia, for Egypt, for Sudan and for the whole of the Nile Basin and 

Northeast Africa,” Dr. Tedros said in a statement he shared on his official Facebook account. 

 

Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt have been engaged in a series of dialogues since the launch of the Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) project on Nile River. Three years into the construction of the 

GERD, which is currently over 30 percent complete, Sudan have backed the 6000MW hydroelectric 

dam while Egypt remains concerned. 

 

With a 74 billion cubic meters of reservoir, Egypt fears the dam will reduce the flow of water 

downstream.  Ethiopia’s foreign minister assured that Ethiopia will consider Egyptian concerns of the 

period with which the dam reservoir will be filled. 

 

Highlighting the dam’s benefit not just to Ethiopia but to the entire region including Egypt, Dr Tedros 

said the Nile should be a symbol of cooperation and collaboration.  

 

“The fundamental principle underlying Ethiopia’s Nile policies is very clear – total commitment to 

cooperation in the Nile Basin on the basis of the Nile Basin Initiative and the Cooperative Framework 

Agreement [CFA],” Dr Tedros wrote. 

 

The CFA, which seeks to bring about fair and equitable utilization of the Nile River, was signed by six 

of the riparian countries after a decade of negotiations involving all the riparian countries.  
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The framework effectively replaces colonial era treaties of 1929 and 1959, which ignored the interest 

of riparian countries other than Egypt and Sudan. 

 

“It is time to throw off the legacy of colonialism, which had bedeviled the exploitation of the Nile 

Basin for so long, and finally move into a new era of cooperation, with real and sustained 

development,” Dr Tedros added. 

 

Ethiopia sees the GERD, which will generate 15,860GWh of electricity a year after its projected 

completion in 2017, as a gateway to prosperity. The dam is expected to satisfy chronic domestic 

power demands with surplus energy to export.  

 

“We are, above all, determined to fight and win the war on poverty. In the past, we have been 

unable to use the considerable natural resources with which Ethiopia is endowed,” Dr Tedros said. 

“… but with a decade of double digit GDP growth behind us, we are finally in a position to begin to 

exploit these resources properly, in the interests of national development. It is, of course, our right 

to do so in a manner that is acceptable to international norms and standards,” the foreign minister 

wrote. 
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ETHIOPIAN CEO CALLS AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS TO PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION 

TO THE SECTOR 

 

As Air Transport is irreplaceable to connect African Countries to one another and with 

the rest of the world African States need to give a serious attention to the sector, 

Ethiopian CEO Tewolde Gebremariam. 

 

(23.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

In his exclusive interview with WIC, the Chief Executive Officer emphasized that the continent needs 

to have Common Aviation Policy to facilitate the profitability of African Airlines. 

Africa should take European Union as a model in developing its Aviation Industry, he said, adding 

that it has managed to enable its Airlines to move freely within the continent. 

According to the Chief Executive Officer, in Europe if one of the European member countries 

negotiates with any country outside the European Union, all member countries are allowed to fly to 

that country. 

This is, however, impossible in Africa, Tewolde added. 

According to Tewolde, Ethiopian Airlines can’t, for instance, fly from Addis Ababa to France via Chad 

or Khartoum due to lack of such Common Aviation Policy in the continent. 

According to the Chief Executive Officer, focus is not given to the sector in many African countries as 

a result the marketing is segmented, the inter Africa traffic is very low, not many Airlines are serving 

and trade among African countries is only 10 percent. 

Both road and train transport in Africa are underdeveloped, Tewolde said, adding the only 

appropriate and irreplaceable transport to connect African countries is air transport; however, it is 

taxed heavily even more than alcohol and beverage in some African countries. 

The CEO also advised African countries to construct their infrastructure so that it will be easy for 

African Airlines to connect African countries with the rest of the world.  

In this regard, Tewolde appreciated the Ethiopia government that it has done its best level to 

develop the sector. 

It has constructed 17 Airports among which 15 are asphalted; however, most African countries do 

pay attention to Air Transport infrastructures, the CEO added. 
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Despite the fact that African countries need to pay due attention to Air Transport and subsidize the 

Aviation Industry to make it profitable, we found things on the ground different, WIC learnt. 

According to the Chief Executive Officer, the price of jet oil in Africa is more than doubled to the 

world update and Airlines are taxed in the continent very high even more than the taxation for 

cigarette and alcoholic beverage in some African countries. 

These challenges could be alleviated if Africa Airlines manage to have a single marketing aviation like 

the Europeans through liberating the traffic rights, The CEO added. 

 

It would be appropriate for African countries to carry out the agreed, signed and filed Common 

Aviation Policy to liberalize the traffic rights some 20 years ago, Tewolde emphasized 
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ETHIOPIAN TEXTILE & GARMENT EXPORTS EARN $84MN IN 9 MONTHS 

 

Ethiopia exported US$ 84 million worth of textiles and apparel during the first nine 

months of the ongoing fiscal year 2013-14 that began on July 8, 2013, according to the 

Textile Industry Development Institute (TIDI). 

 

(23.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

 

The exports were $9.8 million higher than the amount earned during the corresponding period of the 

previous fiscal year, Ethiopian News Agency reported quoting TIDI communications director 

Bantihune Gesesse. 

 

Germany, Turkey, Italy, Sudan, China and the US were the main destinations for Ethiopian textiles 

and clothing items during the nine-month period. 

 

Although the value of textile and garment exports is higher when compared to the previous fiscal 

year, it is short of the yearly target. 

Under the Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP), the Ethiopian Government has targeted to 

achieve $1 billion in exports of textiles and apparel during 2010-11 to 2014-15 period. 

 

However, the performance of the Ethiopian textile and apparel exports during the first three years of 

GTP period was only $305 million, much below the $637 million envisaged during the period under 

the GTP. 

 

In 2012-13, Ethiopian textile and clothing exports fetched US$ 99 million, which was much lower 

than the Government target of US$ 357 million for the financial year. 

During the nine-month period of 2013-14, only 16 companies together accounted for more than 80 

percent share in export of textiles and apparel, according to TIDI. 

There are over 100 companies operating in the Ethiopian textile and clothing sector. TIDI has set a 

target of $250 million for textile and apparel exports during the current financial year.  
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ETHIOPIA: PRESIDENT MULATU VOWS TO SUPPORT IMMUNIZATION 

 

 

(23.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

President Dr. Mulatu Teshome of Ethiopia vowed to take a leading role in support of the Global 

Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) mission aimed at increasing access to immunization 

and saving children's lives as he lunched the start of the latest immunization campaign in Ethiopia. 

 "By investing in immunization we are protecting the futuresof our children across Ethiopia, enabling 

them to grow up healthy and giving them the chance to become productive adults," said Dr. Mulatu 

during the launching ceremony at the National Palace on Tuesday April 22nd. 

 

Since 2000 with the support from donors and implementing countries, the GAVI alliance has helped 

save approximately six million lives by immunizing and additional 440 million children, according to a 

statement from GAVI. In 2011 donors committed us$ 7.4 billion to the alliances work for the period 

of 2011-1015 enabling an unprecedented acceleration of vaccine introduction. More than 60 

introductions are anticipated in 2014 alone. 

 

Ethiopia represented the second largest investment of the GAVI Alliance with more than us$ 720 

million committed for vaccination programs to date. "Children across Ethiopia are benefiting from 

GAVI-supported vaccines today and this Presidential support underlines the importance of our 

mission," GAVI Deputy CEO Helen Evans said. 

 

  



 
 
 

11 
 

 

ETHIOPIA: WONJI SUGAR FACTORY SIGNS NEW AGREEMENT WITH FARMER'S 

UNION 

 

(20.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

The Wonji Sugar factory and the Sugar Cane Producers' Cooperatives Union in the surrounding area, 

in Oromia regional state has signed an agreement for the supply of sugar cane for a price of 50 Br 

per quintal. The company also has plans to increase the area used to produce sugar cane by six 

thousand hectares, out of which 75 pc will be cultivated by the farmers' union. 

 

The union renegotiates and signs a deal with the factory every three years. In the last such a deal 

(the 8th agreement) the farmers were able to sell their produce for 35 Br a quintal. 

 

"The new price will be effective for products delivered from July 2013 up to June 2016," Teshome 

Abera, deputy general manager of the Union, told Fortune. 

 

During the agreement signing ceremony that was held on March 1, 2014 at Rift Valley hotel in 

Adama town in Oromia region, the director of sugar corporation which oversees sugar factories in 

the country, Shiferaw Jarso, says the factory will be ready for other engagements of large scale 

Ethanol production and cattle fattening that the union plans to start using the by-products of the 

company. 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

U.N. CONSIDERING SANCTIONS OVER SOUTH SUDAN MASSACRE 

 

(NAIROBI, Kenya) — The U.N. Security Council on Wednesday viewed “horrific pictures 

of corpses” from the scene of last week’s massacre in South Sudan and discussed taking 

actions that could include sanctions, diplomats said. 

 

(23.04.2014 – Time) 

 

 

The U.N. has said hundreds of civilians were killed in the massacre last week in Bentiu, the capital of 

oil-producing Unity state. The top U.N. aid official in South Sudan, Toby Lanzer, has said “piles and 

piles” of bodies were left behind. 

Security Council members watched a video showing bodies lining a street and the interior of a 

mosque where civilians had sought shelter from rebel forces taking control from government troops 

amid ethnic tensions in the world’s newest country. 

“Horrific pictures of corpses,” France’s ambassador to the U.N., Gerard Araud, tweeted from the 

meeting. “No place safe for refugees.” 

U.N. peacekeeping chief Herve Ladsous said the “cycle of violence must stop immediately” and 

warned that a “humanitarian catastrophe will become even more a certainty” if it doesn’t. 

Because of the months of fighting, more than 1 million people have fled their homes. With few 

residents tending crops, U.N. officials say the country faces a severe risk of famine in the months 

ahead. 

Araud told reporters, “I think we are ready to go down the road of sanctions.” 

In a tweet after the meeting, U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power called for sanctions on “political 

spoilers and those who target civilians.” 

President Barack Obama earlier this month warned that the United States may levy sanctions, 

including visa bans and asset freezes, on individuals and entities involved in stoking violence in 

South Sudan. 

The massacre has left diplomats and the U.N. mission in South Sudan questioning what to do next. 

“We have also to face the fact that maybe we can’t cooperate with this government anymore,” 

Araud told reporters. “Because atrocities are committed by both sides. So I do think we have to have 

some soul-searching about what should the U.N. do.” 
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Ladsous told the council that neither the South Sudan government nor the rebel forces is sincere in 

participating in peace talks, but the talks had to be supported as “the only game in town,” according 

to a U.N. diplomat who spoke on condition of anonymity because the meeting was closed. An earlier 

cease-fire agreement between the sides didn’t hold. 

Violence has been raging in South Sudan since mid-December. Much of the fighting has been along 

ethnic lines, with supporters of the president, a Dinka, pitted against supporters of the former vice 

president, a Nuer. 

Human Rights Watch has called on the Security Council to investigate the killings in Bentiu and said 

the violence shows that ethnically motivated brutality against civilians is spiraling out of control in 

the landlocked country, which gained its independence from Sudan in 2011. 

As tensions have risen, the U.N. mission has faced attack, even as tens of thousands of civilians 

continue to take shelter inside its bases across the country. 

In a statement Wednesday, the mission said South Sudan Minister of Information Michael Lueth was 

wrong to tell a news conference that residents seeking protection were barred from entering the 

U.N. camp near the Bentiu massacre scene. 

The mission said the numbers of people sheltering inside the base rose from 8,000 on April 15, when 

the killings started, to about 22,500 by Wednesday. 

The U.N. also said Lueth was wrong to suggest that refugees were rebel fighters or sympathizers, 

and these remarks could encourage attacks on refugees inside U.N. camps. 
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AU CONDEMNS LATEST ETHNIC VIOLENCE IN SOUTH SUDAN 

 

The African Union (AU) has condemned the latest round of violence in South Sudan’s 

Unity and Jonglei states in which hundreds of civilians were killed in apparent ethnically 

motivated attacks. 

 

(22.04.2014 – Sudan Tribune) 

 

More than 200 civilians were reportedly killed and more than 400 wounded while sheltering in a 

Mosque on 15 April after rebels retook Unity state capital Bentiu from government forces, in what 

the chairperson of the AU Commission, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, described as a “dastardly act”. 

This was followed by an attack two days later on civilians sheltering inside a UN base camp in 

Jonglei state capital Bor, which left more than 40 dead and scores wounded. 

The attacks have shattered a January ceasefire deal signed between the South Sudanese 

government and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army in Opposition, brokered by the 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), which is mediating peace talks. 

Dlamini-Zuma has called on both sides to investigate the attacks and bring those responsible for the 

killings to justice. 

“The chairperson of the commission strongly urges both parties to the conflict in South Sudan to 

take seriously the upcoming political negotiations to resolve their dispute,” the AU said in a 

statement issued on Tuesday, with Dlamini-Zuma also calling for a deployment of an IGAD-led 

monitoring team to implement the terms of the ceasefire agreement and “avoid such similar 

tragedies in the future”. 

AU FIELD MISSION 

comments come as the AU Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan began its first field mission on 

Monday. 

The mission comes as part of AU efforts to end the conflict that broke out in South Sudan in mid-

December last year after political tensions between South Sudanese president and former vice-

president Riek Machar erupted in violence. 

The commission plans to meet with Kiir and other senior government officials, as well as Machar and 

representatives of the opposition group. 
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The field mission continues until 1 May, with the commission is tasked with investigating human 

rights violations and other abuses committed during the armed conflict, with the aim of achieving 

sustainable peace and security in the country. 

The AU delegation is also due to meet with the chairman of the South Sudan Human Rights 

Commission, as well as civil society representatives and Church leaders, among others. 

The commission is expected to release its report within the next three months. 

INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION 

Meanwhile, the foreign office minister for Africa, Mark Simmonds, has also condemned “in the 

strongest possible terms” the killings in Bentiu and Bor. 

“The deliberate killing of civilians and IDPs (internally displaced persons) is a clear violation of 

international law and these crimes will be investigated and those responsible held to account,” he 

said in a statement. 

“All Inflammatory media statements by those in positions of influence in South Sudan must also 

cease. Not only those individuals perpetrating these atrocities, but those inciting them, will also be 

held accountable,” he added. 

The fighting in South Sudan has taken on disturbing ethnic dimensions, with loyalties dividing along 

Kiir’s Dinka tribe and Machar’s Nuer ethnic group, although both politicians have supporters across 

tribal lines. 

Bentiu and Bor have changed hands several times since conflict erupted as pro-government and 

rebel forces battle for control of strategic areas across the country. Both sides are accused of 

committing atrocities. 

Investigators from the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) said they had confirmed that rebel 

forces in Bentiu had conducted searches and carried out targeted killings of civilians after 

determining their ethnicity or nationality. 

In a separate attack on 17 April, heavily armed gunmen reportedly stormed the UN compound in Bor 

and opened fire on nearly 5,000 IDPs, mostly of Nuer origin, who were sheltering at the site, with 

women and children among the casualties. 

The attacks have generated international condemnation, including from the US government, with 

special envoy Samantha Power urging all parties to regard UNMISS sites as inviolable. 

Thousands have died in the conflict, which has also displaced more than one million people. 

Aid agencies have issued dire warnings for the country, which they say is facing a humanitarian 

catastrophe. 
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DJIBOUTI 

DJIBOUTI TO DEPLOY PEACEKEEPERS TO C. AFRICA 

 

(22.04.2014 - World Bulletin / News Desk) 

 

The Djiboutian government has agreed to deploy peacekeeping forces to the Central African 

Republic (CAR), an official with the Djiboutian presidential office said Tuesday. 

"We have responded to a request from the African Union and will send 140 peacekeepers to CAR," 

the official, who asked not to be named, told Anadolu Agency. 

The peacekeepers will join the African-led International Support Mission to the Central African 

Republic (MISCA), tasked with ending ongoing sectarian strife in CAR. 

Currently, over 600 police officers from Cameroon, Congo-Brazzaville, the Democratic Republic of 

Congo and Chad serve in MISCA. Djibouti will be the first East African country to send peacekeeping 

forces to CAR. 

CAR descended into anarchy one year ago when seleka rebels ousted Francois Bozize, a Christian 

who had come to power in a 2003 coup. The rebels later installed Michel Djotodia, a Muslim, as 

interim president. 

Since then, the country has been plagued by tit-for-tat sectarian violence between Christian anti-

balaka militias and Muslim former seleka fighters. 

Anti-Muslim violence has escalated since Catherine Samba-Panza, a Christian, was elected interim 

president in January. 

Christians, who account for the majority of the country's population, accuse Muslims of supporting 

former seleka rebels blamed for attacking Christian homes, looting property and carrying out 

summary executions. 

Djibouti has also approved the dispatch of additional brigades to support the African Union 

Peacekeeping Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). 

"A brigade of our army will also join AMISOM," the Djiboutian official told AA. 

Djibouti has contributed 500 troops to peacekeeping efforts in Somalia, suffering its first casualties 

last month when six Somali soldiers were killed in an armed attack. 

The decision to deploy additional troops to Somalia came following a Monday meeting between 

Djibouti President Ismail Omar Guelleh and a visiting delegation led by Ismail Chergui, the African 

Union's commissioner for peace and security. 
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AFRICA  

CLOSING AFRICA’S AGRICULTURAL GENDER GAP 

 

(23.04.2014- Addis Standard) 

 

 

SEATTLE – Africa’s GDP is now growing faster than any other continent’s. When many people think 

about the engines driving that growth, they imagine commodities like oil, gold, and cocoa, or maybe 

industries like banking and telecommunications. I think of a woman named Joyce Sandir.  

Joyce is a farmer who grows bananas, vegetables, and maize on a small plot of land in rural 

Tanzania. When I met her in 2012, she had just harvested her first crop of maize grown from a seed 

specifically adapted for Tanzania’s climate. Even during a bad crop year that caused many of Joyce’s 

vegetables to wither and die, her maize crop flourished. Without it, her family might have risked 

going hungry. Instead, the maize harvest ensured that Joyce’s family had enough to eat – and even 

enough extra income for Joyce to pay her children’s school fees. 

As Joyce’s story demonstrates, agriculture is crucial to Africa’s future. Farmers make up 70% of 

Africa’s workforce. They are the foundation of its economy, and the key to triggering its broader 

growth. Research shows that increasing agricultural productivity is the most effective way to reduce 

poverty in sub-Saharan Africa. 

In fact, agriculture offers the continent its best opportunity to turn a vicious cycle of poverty into a 

virtuous cycle of development. That is why leaders and policymakers from across the continent have 

declared 2014 Africa’s Year of Agriculture and Food Security. 

Joyce’s story is relevant for another reason, too. She is important to Africa’s future not only because 

she is a farmer, but also because she is a woman.  

At the Gates Foundation, I spend a lot of my time understanding the many ways that women and 

girls drive development forward: by investing in their children’s nutrition, basic health, and education 

– and also by providing farm labor. What I am now learning is that if Africa hopes to spark an 

agricultural transformation, countries will first need to remove one of the main barriers holding the 

sector back: a pervasive gender gap.  

This gap is not about the number of women farmers. In fact, roughly half of Africa’s farmers are 

women. The gap is one of productivity. Across the continent, farms controlled by women tend to 

produce less per hectare than farms controlled by men. 
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The world has had evidence of this gender gap since at least 2011, but only limited data about its 

scope, shape, and causes. To help us better understand the problem, the World Bank and the ONE 

Campaign recently conducted an unprecedented analysis of the challenges facing women farmers. 

Their report highlights one stark fact from the start: The gender gap is real, and in some cases it is 

extreme. When we compare male and female farmers with similar land sizes across similar settings, 

the productivity gap can be as high as 66%, as it is in Niger. 

Previously, experts believed that women’s farms produced less because women have less access to 

inputs like fertilizer, water, and even information. But we now know that the story is much more 

complicated. With the new data in hand, we can see that, surprisingly, the productivity gap persists 

even when women have equal access to inputs. The precise reasons vary from country to country – 

but many of them stem from entrenched cultural norms that prevent women from reaching their full 

potential. 

  

For example, the report found that women face obstacles mobilizing the labor they need to help 

their farms flourish. Women usually have more childcare and household responsibilities than men, 

which make it difficult for them to devote as much time to farm work, or even to supervise hired 

labor. The problem is compounded by the fact that women are also likely to have less income to hire 

laborers in the first place. 

Fortunately, the new data do not just map the complexity and depth of the problem; they also point 

to concrete opportunities to develop gender-responsive policies that will help unlock the promise of 

all of Africa’s farmers. 

In some places, that may mean teaching agricultural extension workers how to make their messages 

more relevant to female audiences, or encouraging them to visit when women are most likely to be 

at home. In other places, it may mean increasing women’s access to markets, or introducing labor-

saving tools to help them get the highest yield from their land. 

It may also require establishing community childcare centers, so that women farmers have the 

option to spend more time farming. In every case, it will require African policymakers to start 

recognizing women farmers as the essential economic partners that they are. 

This June, leaders from all over Africa will meet in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, to set the agenda for 

agricultural policy in the next decade. If Africa’s agricultural sector is to achieve its promise – and if 

Africa’s economic growth is to continue – policymakers should take into account the needs of 

farmers like Joyce. Hers is a success story that can – and must – be replicated across the continent. 
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RAPPORTO FMI: QUALI PROSPETTIVE ECONOMICHE PER L’AFRICA? 

 

AFRICA – Verrà presentato oggi, in contemporanea a Nairobi (Kenya) e ad Abidjan 

(Costa d’Avorio) il Regional Economic Outlook per l’Africa sub-sahariana del Il Fondo 

Monetario Internazionale (FMI). 

 

(24.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

 “Questo rapporto fornisce una panoramica completa degli sviluppi economici del continente ed è 

una pubblicazione di riferimento sullo stato delle economie africane” scrive l’ Fmi in una nota diffusa 

ieri. 

Ad Abidjan, la cerimonia sarà presieduta dal Presidente del Consiglio, Daniel Kablan Duncan e la 

delegazione del FMI sarà guidata da Roger Nord, vice direttore del Dipartimento Africa. 

Le due presentazioni saranno l’occasione per affrontare in modo dettagliato le performance 

economiche dell’Africa sub-sahariana. 

Secondo il FMI, l’Africa registra “una crescita molto significativa, che però non si riesce a tradurre in 

posti di lavoro per i giovani e in una significativa riduzione della povertà”. 

Secondo i dati africani contenuti nell’ultimo World Economic Outlook pubblicato ad inizio mese dal 

Fmi, l’economia dei paesi dell’Africa sub-sahariana crescerà quest’anno ad un ritmo del 5,4% 

“Investire nella realizzazione di infrastrutture è la soluzione più efficace, oltre ad essere un bisogno 

fondamentale per ottenere una trasformazione definitiva dell’economia continentale” hanno scritto 

gli esperti del Fondo. 

L’istituto finanziario internazionale ha poi spiegato la scelta di presentare il rapporto ad Abidjan con il 

grande “interesse” per il paese, in rapida ascesa: “la crescita del prodotto interno lordo reale (PIL), 

stimato al 8,7%, è rimasta a un livello vicino agli obiettivi delle autorità” e il Fondo prevede 

prospettive macroeconomiche “positive” anche nel 2014 con un tasso di una crescita “forte” in un 

contesto di “inflazione controllata”. 
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EVENTI 

28.04.2014 - CONCERT: RETRIEVING THE ETHIOPIAN BIG BAND 

                   A project by Dawit Ferew Hailu and friends 

 

Venue: Auditorium Italian Cultural Institute at 6.30 

 


