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ETHIOPIA IS GROWING FAST, BUT NOT AS FAST THE GOVERNMENT WANTS 

 

(13.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

With only one year to go before the expiry of the Growth & Transformation Plan (GTP), Members of 

Parliament expressed concerns about the failure to trigger economic structural transformation when 

the Plan’s implementation performance for the year 2012/13 was presented to them on Thursday, 

April 10, 2014. Discussion was dominated by problems related to export performance and limited 

resource allocation to the private sector. 

 

The concerns raised during the 23rd regular meeting by members of the 547-seat Parliament, most 

notably by Girma Seifu, the lone opposition member in the legislative chamber representing 

Medrek, were almost identical to the concerns that were raised during the discussion on the report 

with international aid agencies and ‘development partners’ exactly a week earlier at the UNECA 

Conference Hall. This follows from the report by Abraham Tekeste (PhD), state minister for Finance 

& Economic Development, 

 

While commenting on the 134-page-long report girma claimed that the government had forgotten 

about the high case scenario that envisions registering more than 14pc of annual growth and has 

settled for the basic growth rate of 11pc. 

 

“But the government is having a hard time achieving even that,” Girma told MPs. 

 

Girma also said electricity issues had become a major setback for the growth of the manufacturing 

industry, with reports showing an increase of only 177Mw over the last three years. 

 

“The construction of the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) should not blind us from seeing 

the reality on the ground,” the MP said in his critique of the report. 

 

The amount of energy being sold to Djibouti and Sudan, according to Girma, has also 

overshadowed the small increase in energy generation. 
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The performance of the public housing sector also prompted Girma to express his concerns. The 

government had planned to construct 30,000 houses by the end of the 2012/13 fiscal year, but 

actually managed to lay the cornerstones of 33,000 houses. This, according to the report, is an 

achievement of 109pc. Girma, however, questioned these findings, saying that only 30pc of the 

construction had actually been completed. 

 

“More than 800,000 people have registered and are saving to get houses but the government was 

only able to start the construction of around 35,000 homes in the last three years,” the lone 

opposition MP told Fortune. 

 

Less than 50pc performance in major sectors like energy, sugar, export, housing and railway has 

made Girma sceptical of the double-digit growth that the government claims to have achieved in 

the last three years. 

 

Girma was, however, vocal about the positive impact the plan has had on the economy, stating, 

“This does not mean that the economy has not benefitted from the GTP”. 

 

While addressing the concerns, the state minister has admitted that while structural transformation 

has not completely met expectations, there has been some improvement in the industrial sector 

and better performance is expected in the coming two years. 

 

“Achievements in infrastructural investments can show us that structural transformation may not be 

far away,” Abraham told the Parliament. 

 

“Our focus is on transformation not just growth.” 

 

The state minister defended his government’s achievement in providing suitable ground for the 

development of the private sector, stating that around 90pc of the economy is driven by the private 

sector. He also vowed that infrastructural investment would not be reduced, as it is a rewarding 

investment vital for poverty reduction and economic transformation. 
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Abraham also defended his government’s investment on sugar factories, saying the government is 

only trying to pave the way for private business to engage in the sector, as it successfully did in the 

cement sector some years back. 

 

Ethiopia, says the report, has registered 10pc of real GDP growth rate, slightly less than the 11pc 

set by the government. The manufacturing industry stands out as registering growth that has not 

met the targets set. 

 

The limited role of the manufacturing industry, according to Awoqe Atnafu, a representative of the 

Amhara National Democratic Movement (ANDM) from Womberima constituency of West Gojjam 

Zone in the Amhara Region, needs to be addressed. 

 

The government intends to increase the role of the manufacturing industry and help it to register 

increased growth rates by improving transport, logistics, land and providing better services in such 

areas as customs, says Abraham. 

 

The contribution of agriculture declined from 46.5pc in 2002 to 42.9pc in the 2012/13 fiscal year, 

while the share of industry rose from 10.3pc to 12.4pc and the share of the service sector grew 

from 44.1pc to 45.2pc in same fiscal year, according to the report. 
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ETHIO-KENYAN COMMERCIAL TIES STRENGTHENED BY SSA RATIFICATION 

 

Cross-border business opportunities are expected to improve as the two countries agree to create a 

less restrictive and protectionist environment for bilateral investment and commerce within the 

limits set by national legal frameworks. 

 

(13.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

The Special Status Agreement (SSA) signed back in November 2012 between former Ethiopian 

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and his Kenyan counterpart Mwai Kibaki was finally approved on 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 when Ethiopia’s Parliament convened during its 22nd regular session of its 

fourth year. 

 

The deal, which is expected to loosen Ethiopia’s restrictive and protectionist economic policies for 

Kenyan investors, had not been implemented for well over a year partly as a consequence of a lack 

of legal backing. 

 

The agreement had already been approved by the Kenyan parliament earlier in the year. Kenyan 

investors believe that they might now be given special access to sectors long closed to foreigners. 

 

It was during a visit to Ethiopia of high-level businesspeople from neighbouring Kenya in early 

March, led by President Uhuru Kenyatta, that the drafted agreement reached the floor of the 547-

member Ethiopian Parliament via the Legal & Administrative Affairs Standing Committee. The 

implications of the agreement were explained to the committee by officials from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Retta Alemu, International Legal Affairs Director and Haileselassie Suba, 

International Affairs Agreement Director. 

 

 

“Ethiopia seeks to benefit from such sectors as trade, infrastructure, and energy,” Ahmed Abagissa, 

deputy chairperson of the committee told members of parliament. “The agreement will help 

Ethiopian investors gain access to trade, investment and tourism in Kenya.” 
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The agreement allows for the free movement of commercial vehicles, transit cargo and axle weights 

between the two countries. The establishment of one-stop border posts is also hoped to facilitate 

the seamless movement of goods and services across the Ethio-Kenyan border. 

 

The establishment of reciprocal trading facilities, such as warehouses and Inland Container Depots 

(ICDs) to ease the customs process has also been included in the bill.Beyond establishing a Joint 

Private Investment Council (JPIC) that pools membership from governments and private sectors, 

the agreement will also allow businesses to avoid the issue of double taxation. 

 

The Parliament unanimously approved the bill, with no questions or comments following this 

decision about the practical implications of national policy with the potential to impede on the 

operational effectiveness of the SSA and there is a strong belief on both sides that it will help to 

improve trade and investment between the two East African countries. 

 

“My hope is that Ethiopia will open up its markets to Kenyan businesses in reciprocation of 

Ethiopian business in Nairobi,” says Michael Baitho, head of the Membership & Marketing at the 

Kenya National Chamber of Commerce & Industry, who was part of the delegation that came along 

with President Kenyatta. “Kenyan investors expect the deal will give them preferential market 

access in Ethiopia.” 

 

However this does not seem absolutely guaranteed as the Parliamentary Committee stressed that 

Ethiopia’s bilateral trade and investment policies would remain intact. 

 

Ethiopia and Kenya will expedite the progress of their flagship projects such as the Lamu Port & the 

Southern Sudan-Ethiopia Transport “LAPSSET”, the completion of the Moyale road and the building 

of a railway line which will open up a new shipping route for Ethiopia, said a member of the 

Committee, who demanded to remain anonymous. 

 

Mr Baitho did still stress that Kenyan investors would have access to trade in Ethiopia only in the 

areas so far allowed, which means that banking, telecommunications and media could well remain 

closed to them. 
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Catherine Muwangi, the newly appointed Kenyan Ambassador to Ethiopia, agrees with the member 

of Parliament in saying that the bill is not meant to change the laws of the two countries. She,  

however, cautioned that details would be worked out later.“For now the bill is rather broad,” she 

told Fortune. “Details of the partnership will be thrashed out later.” 

 

Ethiopia is also keen on attracting investment into its manufacturing industry, according to the 

statement from the Parliamentary Committee on Tuesday. Growth in the manufacturing industry, 

which according to data from the Ministry of Industry (MoI) accounts for just about 4 pc of its gross 

domestic product (GDP), will help Ethiopia reduce reliance on exports of items such as coffee and 

horticulture. 

 

“The agreement will enable Kenyan businesses access the Ethiopian market besides boosting trade 

volumes between the two states,” Muwangi, the Ambassador, said. 

 

Having established formal relations back in 1954, Ethiopia and Kenya have appointed each other’s 

ambassadors since the 1960s. 

In the year 2012, trade volumes between the two countries reached around 60 million dollars. 

Ethiopia imported goods worth 55.9 million dollars from Kenya in 2012. In that same year, it 

exported goods worth 4.3 million dollars to Kenya. Kenya’s exports to Ethiopia were valued at 56.4 

million dollars, while imports from Ethiopia were worth 4.3 million dollars in the same year. 
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ETHIOPIA: UNHCR FLIES IN MORE AID FOR SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES IN 

ETHIOPIA - RELOCATES REFUGEES TO HIGHER GROUND AS RAINY SEASON 

APPROACHES 

 

(15.04.2014 – All Africa)    

 

This is a summary of what was said by UNHCR spokesperson Melissa Fleming - to whom quoted 

text may be attributed - at the press briefing, on 15 April 2014, at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 

Geneva, 15 April 2014 - As the number of South Sudanese refugees fleeing to Ethiopia passes the 

95,000 mark, UNHCR and its partners are working to improve conditions in the western Gambella 

region - flying in new tents, building new camps, and moving refugees to higher ground as the 

rainy season approaches. 

 

Yesterday (14 April 2014), the first flight in an airlift of 4,000 emergency tents arrived at Gambella 

local airport. The first batch of 400 tents is being sent today to Lietchuor refugee camp, 125 

kilometres from Gambella town. The remaining tents will arrive on six more flights over the coming 

days and be distributed to other camps operated by UNHCR and Ethiopia's Administration of 

Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) in Gambella Regional State. 

UNHCR has now finished relocating refugees that were living in low-lying water-prone areas in Kule 

camp (42 kilometres from Gambella town) to higher ground. A similar relocation will start at 

Leitchuor camp today. With the rainy season approaching, some parts of the camps were already 

affected by flooding. In these areas, we are also closing down latrines to avoid water 

contamination. 

Also over the weekend, UNHCR and ARRA started preparations on a new camp close to Kule on 

land donated by the Gambella regional administration. The new camp will accommodate up to 

30,000 refugees and be located on high ground, thus helping to avoid flood-related problems like 

the spread of disease. Work is already underway to clear the area and the camp is expected to be 

ready to receive refugees by the end of April. 

Refugees continue to arrive from South Sudan into the Gambella region at a rate of 800 to 1,000 

people per day, mainly through the Pagak border point. They are predominantly (95 percent) 

women and children from the Upper Nile State, with many citing fear and food scarcity as the main 

reasons for their flight. Many women report the men are forcibly recruited, while others have been  
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killed. Some refugees have walked up to three weeks to cross the border and malnutrition rates 

among children remain high -- so far, more than 4,000 malnourished children are enrolled in 

nutrition programmes in the camps, while some 3,500 lactating women are receiving supplementary 

feeding. However, we have noticed a slight easing in the number of arrivals to Ethiopia since the 

start of WFP food airdrops in South Sudan itself. 

With the ongoing influx and rainy season imminent, regional authorities have now granted new land 

on higher ground at the Pagak border point for the construction of a transitional reception centre. 

The new transit centre will accommodate up to 5,000 people and provide accommodation while 

refugees are registered and receive vaccinations, health, nutrition, and other basic services. 

Meanwhile, UNHCR has deployed a helicopter to transport vulnerable people - the elderly, the 

disabled, pregnant and lactating women, newborns and sick people - from the Akobo border point 

to the Lietchuour refugee camp. Most refugees arriving to Akobo, travel by boat up to 15 hours to 

Burubiey, another entry point, from where they are eventually settled in refugee camps. Some 190 

vulnerable people unfit to make the long boat trip have already been moved to Leitchor camp in 

eleven 30 minute flights over the past two weeks. The operation is continuing. 

Some 86,000 refugees fleeing South Sudan's current conflict now reside in four camps [Kule, 

Lietchuor, Pugnido and Okugo], with a further 9,600 still to be relocated from border points (mainly 

Pagak and Akobo). 

UNHCR and partners need to raise USD 102 million to provide for the basic needs of South 

Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia. Within this total, UNHCR requires approximately USD 43.6 million, 

and only 12% of this has been funded so far. 
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KENYA: 46 ETHIOPIANS CHARGED WITH ILLEGAL RESIDENCE IN KENYA, 

SECURITY SWEEP CONTINUES 

 

(15.04.2014 - All Africa) 

  

Forty-six Ethiopians were charged Monday (April 14th) in Kenyan courts with illegal residence after 

they were arrested during an ongoing security sweep, Kenya's Capital FM reported. 

Twenty-eight of the suspects appeared at the Makadara Law Courts, where a representative for the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Bemih Kanyonge told Principal Magistrate Eunice 

Nyutu that some of them were in the country legally as refugees. 

The suspects were detained in Kasarani Stadium in Nairobi before being charged. 

Nyutu remanded the suspects to the Industrial Area Remand Prison at Kanyonge's request that they 

be moved from Kasarani Stadium. 

The 18 other Ethiopians appeared before the Milimani Law Courts on Monday, also on suspicion of 

being in Kenya illegally. They were arrested Friday in Loitokitok with a driver and conductor of a bus 

believed to have been ferrying them across the border to Tanzania. 

Meanwhile, the security sweep dubbed Operation Usalama Watch continued in Mombasa and other 

parts of Nairobi. 

More than 100 suspects believed to be from Somalia and other countries were arrested in parts of 

Mombasa Saturday night, according to The Standard, while police arrested another 55 people in 

Mombasa on Monday in a security sweep targeting criminals and illegal immigrants, according to 

Kenya's Daily Nation. 

The ongoing security crackdown in Eastliegh has been expanded to other parts of Nairobi, including 

South C Estate, where police arrested 34 people on Monday, according to Daily Nation. 

"The operation will target several other estates in the city, especially those that we feel are 

vulnerable to attacks by criminal gangs and terrorists," Administration Police Spokesperson Masoud 

Munyi said Tuesday morning. "We must protect our people irrespective of their tribe, religion and 

colour." 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

SOUTH SUDAN: UN OFFICIAL CALLS ONGOING VIOLENCE 'AN OUTRAGE' TO 

COUNTRY'S PEOPLE 

 

(15.04.2014 - All Africa) 

 

The number of people seeking shelter at the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) base 

in the Unity state capital, Bentiu, has doubled over the past few days, UN Humanitarian Coordinator 

Toby Lanzer said in Juba today. 

"We think we now have at least 9,000 people inside our base there," Mr. Lanzer told a press 

conference, noting that this was up from 4,500 displaced people at the base two weeks ago. 

Mr. Lanzer said he felt "a certain sense of outrage", as UNMISS, UN agencies and other aid 

agencies made efforts to deal with immediate consequences of the ongoing violence. "If [the 

violence] isn't stopped, South Sudan will again have a massive need [for] aid," he said, urging the 

warring parties to end the fighting for the benefit of the people of the country. 

"There is allegedly a Cessation of Hostilities (agreement), but the incidents of Bentiu just show that 

it is not real," he said. "It is really an outrage for the people... who if left in peace, will contribute so 

much to the development of this country." 

UNMISS has sent a patrol of peacekeepers to protect civilians seeking shelter in Bentiu Hospital, 

said Mr. Lanzer, who is also Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General. This was done 

to avoid a repeat of incidents in Malakal Hospital in Upper Nile state, where innocent civilians were 

reportedly killed by fighting forces, he added. 

Mr. Lanzer, who also serves as UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative, said 

it will take "compassion, humility and a new way of thinking" for the country to achieve peace, 

which would enable it to become a "viable state". 

He said the vital challenge for South Sudan must be to achieve economic prosperity, rather than 

have people "just trying to stay alive". He commended progress made in stable states like Western 

Equatoria. 

Mr. Lanzer highlighted re-establishment of a UNDP initiative in which 35 civil servants from Inter-

governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) member States had returned to South Sudan (after 

fleeing the fighting) to support nation-building through collaboration with the country's civil service. 
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He also noted that UNDP was putting together a livelihoods project aimed at empowering displaced 

people living on UN bases. 

"I am really pleased that the National Platform for Peace and Reconciliation was launched on 5 

April," said Mr. Lanzer. "It aims to supplement talks in Addis, to give a voice to women, civil society 

groups and others who have every right to have their voice heard." 

He revealed UNICEF, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the 

Ministry of Education are working together to put in place nationally recognized "Education in 

Emergency" certificates. He lauded work done by the UNMISS Japanese Engineering Contingent 

and UNDP to complete and open a new law faculty building at Juba University. 

However, humanitarians faced huge challenges in helping over 70,000 civilians at UN bases, 

700,000 others displaced outside and seven million at the risk of severe hunger, the Humanitarian 

Coordinator said. 

He cited limited resources, with only 36 per cent of $1.27 billion funding required for crisis response 

raised, as well as continuing violence, interference with aid operations and coming rains. 

"We are doing an awful lot, but we can never do enough and we shouldn't be called on to do 

everything," said Mr. Lanzer. "This is the responsibility of the leaders of South Sudan ... It is only 

the leaders and the people of South Sudan who can reconcile their differences and who eventually 

can build their own country." 

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) announced today that it has begun airlifts and 

construction of new camps to help South Sudanese refugees fleeing to Ethiopia, who now total 

more than 95,000 and are growing at up to 1,000 a day. 

Briefing reporters in Geneva, spokesperson Melissa Fleming told reporters that UNHCR is working 

with its partners to improve conditions in Ethiopia's western Gambella region - flying in new tents, 

building camps and moving refugees to higher ground as the rainy season approaches. 

She said the first flight in an airlift of 4,000 emergency tents arrived yesterday at Gambella airport. 

Those 400 tents were being sent to Lietchuor refugee camp, 125 kilometres from Gambella town 

today. 

UNHCR has now finished relocating refugees who were living in flood-prone areas in Kule camp, 42 

kilometres from Gambella town, to higher ground. A similar relocation will start at Leitchuor camp 

on Tuesday. With the rainy season approaching, some parts of the camps were already affected by 

flooding. 
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SOUTH SUDAN: UNHCR INCREASES AID AS SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 

STREAM INTO ETHIOPIA 

 

(15.4.2014 – All Africa) 

 

Geneva — UNHCR announced on Tuesday it had begun airlifts and construction of new camps to 

help South Sudanese refugees fleeing to Ethiopia, who now total more than 95,000 and are 

growing at up to 1,000 a day. 

The UN refugee agency told reporters it was working with its partners to improve conditions in 

Ethiopia's western Gambella region - flying in new tents, building camps and moving refugees to 

higher ground as the rainy season approaches. 

On Monday the first flight in an airlift of 4,000 emergency tents arrived at Gambella airport. Those 

400 tents were being sent to Lietchuor refugee camp, 125 kilometres from Gambella town, on 

Tuesday. 

The remaining tents will arrive on six flights over the coming days for distribution to other camps 

operated by UNHCR and Ethiopia's Administration of Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) in 

Gambella Regional State. 

UNHCR has now finished relocating refugees who were living in flood-prone areas in Kule camp, 42 

kilometres from Gambella town, to higher ground. 

A similar relocation will start at Leitchuor camp on Tuesday. With the rainy season approaching, 

some parts of the camps were already affected by flooding. 

Last weekend, UNHCR and ARRA started clearing the area for a new camp close to Kule on land 

donated by the Gambella regional administration. 

It will accommodate up to 30,000 refugees and be located on high ground. The camp is expected 

to be ready by the end of April. 

"Refugees continue to arrive from South Sudan into the Gambella region at a rate of 800 to 1,000 

people per day, mainly through the Pagak border point," UNHCR spokesperson Melissa Fleming told 

a news briefing. 

Some 95 percent are women and children from the Upper Nile State, with many citing fear and food 

scarcity as the main reasons for their flight. Many women reported men are forcibly recruited, while 

others have been killed. 
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"Some refugees have walked up to three weeks to cross the border and malnutrition rates among  

children remain high," Fleming said. 

More than 4,000 malnourished children are in nutrition programmes in the camps, while some 

3,500 lactating women are receiving supplementary feeding. 

However, UNHCR reported a slight easing in the number of arrivals in Ethiopia since WFP began 

airdrops of food in South Sudan itself. 

With the ongoing influx and the rainy season imminent, regional authorities have granted space on 

higher ground at the Pagak border point to build a transitional reception centre. 

The new centre will accommodate up to 5,000 people and provide accommodation while refugees 

are registered and receive vaccinations, health, nutrition, and other basic services. 

UNHCR has deployed a helicopter to transport vulnerable people - the elderly, the disabled, 

pregnant and lactating women, newborns and sick people - from the Akobo border point to the 

Lietchuour refugee camp. 

Most refugees arriving to Akobo travel by boat up to 15 hours to Burubiey, another entry point, 

from where they are eventually settled in refugee camps. 

Some 190 vulnerable people unfit to make that boat trip have been moved to Leitchor camp in 11 

flights over the past two weeks and the 30-minute flights are continuing. 

Some 86,000 refugees fleeing South Sudan's current conflict now reside in four camps - Kule, 

Lietchuor, Pugnido and Okugo - with a further 9,600 still to be relocated from border points. 

UNHCR and partners need to raise USD 102 million to meet the basic needs of South Sudanese 

refugees in Ethiopia. Of this, UNHCR requires USD 43.6 million, with only 12 percent so far funded. 
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SOUTH SUDAN: REBELS CLAIM SEIZING OIL HUB BENTIU 

 

(15.04.2014 - All Africa) 

 

Addis Ababa — Rebel fighters in South Sudan say they have re-taken control of Bentiu, the capital 

of oil-producing Unity State. 

A spokesman for former vice president and opposition leader Riek Machar says fighters recaptured 

Bentiu on Tuesday. 

In a VOA interview , spokesman James Gatdet Dak said the opposition is attempting to shut down 

all oil production in South Sudan because it does not want the government to use revenues from oil 

sales to buy weapons. 

He said opposition fighters have given oil companies in Unity and Upper Nile states one week to 

shut down their operations. 

Army spokesman Philip Aguer confirmed fighting in Bentiu but did not say the town has been over-

run by rebels. 

"There is still fighting on in Bentiu and we are waiting for reports from our field command. There is 

still fighting over in Bentiu ." 

Joseph Contreras, a spokesman for the United Nations mission in South Sudan, says five foreign oil 

workers were injured on Monday after they were caught up in attacks on an oil refinery about 30 

kilometers from Bentiu. He says U.N. peacekeepers evacuated workers from the site. 

Gatdet says some of the people who have sought refuge at a U.N. facility in the region have been 

celebrating the alleged rebel take-over. 

"The civilians in the U.N. compound have come out dancing, singing, ululating and welcoming the 

rebels inside the town." 

South Sudan's conflict erupted in mid-December after the government accused Machar of leading 

an attempted coup. 

Fighting at an army headquarters in the capital, Juba, set off weeks of deadly clashes that have left 

thousands dead and prompted more than one million to flee their homes. 

The government and rebels signed a cease-fire agreement in January, but fighting has continued. 

Peace talks in Addis Ababa have made little progress. 
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DJIBOUTI 

DJIBOUTI LAUNCHES PROGRAMME TO SUPPORT ECOTOURISM 

ENTREPRENEURS 

 

(14.04.2014 – All Africa)  

 

The Djiboutian government is offering financial support to entrepreneurs with a new loan 

programme aimed at boosting the tourism industry and utilizing environmentally sustainable 

solutions. 

Under the programme, which was launched April 2nd, current hotel operators will be able to apply 

for funds provided by the Djibouti Economic Development Fund (FDED) at advantageous interest 

rates to expand their businesses and go green, Director General of the National Tourism Office of 

Djibouti Mohamed Abdillahi Wais told Sabahi. 

Funds will be available for operators of traditional hut complexes, which make up the majority of 

hospitality accommodations available to tourists, to build or rebuild their properties as eco-

bungalows using biodegradable materials and solar energy, he said. 

In addition to current operators, he said, the money will also be available to young university 

graduates interested in starting their own tourism-related ventures. 

The programme is a quick and effective way of increasing accommodation capacity in areas with 

high tourism potential, Wais said. 

"Only the capital has the infrastructure necessary to accommodate and cater to tourists, but 

unfortunately it is the regions in the interior of the country that have virtually all of the country's 

tourist destinations," he said, adding that the funding will ensure that ample and adequate 

accommodations are available for tourists nationwide and bring Djiboutian tourism to a "new era". 

"These eco-bungalows must be sufficiently attractive in terms of aesthetics and comfort while also 

respecting the local style of architecture so that they will appeal to tourists' tastes," he said. "This 

means that they need to be built using local natural resources, such as brick, stone or straw, 

depending on the region." 

Tourism can be an effective driving force for poverty reduction and environmental protection as it 

creates jobs and generates income, the minister said. For this reason, he said, "young people must  
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therefore drive it and we must encourage them to set up their businesses in the tourist services 

sector". 

"Even at the best of times, revenues derived from informal activities such as tourism in Djibouti only 

just make it possible for families to meet their immediate needs, essentially food and education, so 

it gives them no opportunity to invest and offers no prospects for development," said Mohamed 

Farah, an economist at the Ministry of Trade and Industry. 
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DJIBOUTI: WORLD BANK TO FUND U.S. $3.8 MILLION EDUCATION PROJECT IN 

DJIBOUTI 

 

(15.04.2014 All Africa) 

 

The Djiboutian government signed a $3.8 million (684 million franc) agreement with the World Bank 

on Sunday (April 13th) to support the government's Access to Quality Education project, which aims 

to boost the quality and capacity of Djibouti's education system. 

"I am very pleased that the government of Djibouti remains focused on the right of every child to 

quality education and to the human capital which will help its economy grow in years to come," said 

World Bank Regional Vice President for the Middle East and North Africa Inger Andersen. 

The funds are provided by the Global Partnership for Education, and the project will be managed 

and overseen by the World Bank. Key priorities under the project include improved teaching 

practices and facilities, especially in mathematics, teacher training, student assessment, and the 

rehabilitation and construction of school buildings. 

"This project is in line with Djibouti Vision 2035 which has human capital as a pillar and responds to 

the government's plan for 2013-2016 to tackle the challenges affecting the quality of Education in 

Djibouti," said Djiboutian Minister of Economy and Industrial Finance Ilyas Moussa Dawaleh. 
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AFRICA  

AFRICA: REPORT - AFRICA'S ECONOMIC PROSPERITY AT RISK FROM 

INSTABILITY 

 

(15.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

The head of the African Development Bank, Donald Kaberuka, says achieving economic progress 

does not just depend on having impressive numbers of GDP growth, high-rise buildings or first-class 

highways. For development institutions like his and others looking to promote growth, they must 

also consider political factors. 

When recent fighting erupted in South Sudan, the African Development Bank had just approved a 

$25 million electricity project. Neither Bank President Donald Kaberuka nor his staff saw the conflict 

coming. 

Kaberuka says when conflicts erupt in countries, the bank's financing of development projects has 

to start all over again. 

"We did finance development in Somalia. We built roads, hospitals, but the country went back to 

shambles. I had an office in Bangui. We had offices in Juba, but when we go back to square one, 

I'll be going further than my traditional mandate of economics and development. I'll be looking 

closely at the political economy of the countries," said Kaberuka. 

In a recent report on the so-called fragile states of Africa, Kaberuka said Bank managers have not 

taken political risks into account when making development decisions. 

"We [the report] concluded that fragility is a big risk for Africa. We looked at stable countries which 

suddenly erupt either because of bad elections, corruption," he said. "We found that each one of 

our countries is at risk and by extension, Africa's own prosperity at the moment is at risk." 

That sustainable development cannot be achieved without security was one of the key themes of 

the EU-Africa Summit that took place recently in Brussels. 

Since 2004, the EU has provided more than $1.6 billion to support peacekeeping missions like 

AMISOM in Somalia and MISCA in the Central African Republic. 

EU institutions have also pledged almost $39 billion for development assistance for Africa in the 

next seven years. 

Andris Piebalgs, the EU Commissioner for Development, says 70 percent of those funds will go to 

less developed nations, based on specific criteria, including a measure of per capita income. 
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"So if a country is richer, it gets less. For example, Gabon. The second is vulnerability, meaning if 

the country is more landlocked or has some structural weaknesses and also gets more," said 

Piebalgs. 

The commissioner also says that some countries are doing better. 

"I would take Ethiopia and Rwanda where basically our support managed to bring countries to new 

levels of development," he said. "They are still very poor countries but they are moving. Are there 

risks? Yes there are, but I think in these politics [political situations], no one is safe. Let's take 

Europe." 

Piebalgs points to what is happening now in Ukraine, which he says no one foresaw. 
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AFRICA: BIG DATA: EXCITEMENT TEMPERED BY A DOSE OF REALITY 

 

(15.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

Big data is a relative newcomer to development discourse. It has gathered interest quickly, aided by 

the UN high-level panel's call for a 'data revolution' last June that made big data central to debates 

over the future of development. 

But as well as interest, big data raises many questions - and the occasional puzzled look. Even the 

bravest admit confusion over how big data differs from, simply, data. 

It's easy to assume big data it is about quantity, or to conflate the idea with calls for a data 

revolution. But big data is about more than size, and the revolution is broader: it's about building 

the data infrastructures needed to track development goals effectively. 

Big data certainly divides opinion. Some see huge potential to mine the hidden treasures in the 

world's digital signals to improve decision-making. Others see a seductive new idea fraught with 

technical difficulties and serious risks for society. 

A recent event organised by SciDev.Net touched on some of the challenges involved in making big 

data work for development. The articles we publish today unpack the debate's many facets and 

offer some clarity on this powerful new idea - starting with the basic question: what exactly is big 

data? 

Development or divide? 

An overview article offers defining features and lists types of 'big data' - which is, incidentally, 

perhaps a misnomer, according to author Emmanuel Letouzé, our consultant for the project. 

Letouzé explains that much of what has come to be called big data is machine-readable data 

generated over the past decade from digital gadgets. These become databases that, unlike 

traditional surveys, are not designed specifically for statistical analysis. 

It is telling that Letouzé takes several paragraphs to explain the term 'big data', dispelling any 

expectation of a simple definition, and shattering any illusion that it is simply about quantity. 

He goes on to explain the appeal of big data - in particular, the shortcomings of current decision-

making tools and examples where big data has offered new insight. For poor countries in particular, 

a major reason for its appeal is the lack of data, which leads to misleading statistics, and the  
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potential for national statistical systems in such areas to 'leapfrog' this obstacle by embracing big 

data 

Yet the rosy picture is balanced by a sobering account of risks and challenges. These fall under 

three main categories: rights-based concerns, such as privacy and security; technical concerns, 

focusing on inaccurate and biased analyses; and concerns over a 'new digital divide'. 
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AFRICA: SMART SOLAR ENERGY FOR AFRICA 

(15.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

The Berlin-based Mobisol company is bringing power to places where there has been none. By 

combining mobile phone technology and solar power generators, the company aims to electrify 

African homes. 

 

To get an office in the Friedrichshain area of Berlin is not easy. After a long search Mobisol 

managed to rent an office on the fourth floor at the back of an old factory building. From a hallway 

rooms branch off where employees sit in front of their computers. One room is used as a small 

workshop. 

 

The walls are full of photos showing African people: standing around small solar panels in their 

villages, installing solar panels on roofs of corrugated iron sheets, watching TV in a small room, 

listening to radios or working with laptops. They are photos of African customers and colleagues. 

 

"They are there to remind us that we are providing a service to the people on the ground in 

Tanzania, Kenya and Rwanda, who are selling our products there," said Thomas Duveau, one of 

Mobisol's strategic heads. There are about 30 employees at the company's headquarters in Berlin. 

They work in various departments from software development to administration. 

 

The real Mobisol product is not made in Berlin. The workshop in the German capital is used to try 

out new ideas. All solar panels and batteries are purchased in China and shipped directly to Africa. 

Mobisol's most important product is made by the Schwedt company in the German state of 

Brandenburg. It is a yellow plastic box, the size of a shoebox. 

 

Inside the box there is the control facility for the solar power system and a mobile phone SIM card 

that connects the box with Berlin. The only requirement for the technology to work is a functioning 

mobile network. That can be found, for example, in Tanzania, Kenya and Rwanda. 85 percent of 

people there have mobile phones but not all of them have electricity. 
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They frequently use their mobile phones for money transfers. For many, the only way to charge the 

phones was by using diesel generators. "Our solar power systems enable people for the first time to 

produce power in their homes," said Duveau. 

The smallest of the simple yet robust sets of equipment delivers 30 watts. In just one hour it can be 

installed on a roof from where it provides light for up to three lamps, while also powering a radio 

and charging a cell phone. The largest plant produces 200 watts and can power a refrigerator as 

well as lighting several rooms, a stereo unit and a TV. 


