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ETHIOPIA 

PARLAMENTO DI ADDIS ABEBA APPROVA ACCORDO COMMERCIALE CON 

NAIROBI 

 

ETIOPIA/KENYA – Segna un importante passo verso la progressiva apertura del 

mercato etiope e la fine del pressante regime protezionistico in vigore nel paese, 

l’approvazione la settimana scorsa di un accordo commerciale siglato tra i governi di 

Addis Abeba e Nairobi a novembre 2012. 

 

(14.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

  

 

A segnalarlo è il settimanale keniano ‘The East African’, specificando che in base all’accordo le 

società registrate in uno dei due paesi (anche di servizi come per esempio banche ed operatori 

telefonici) potranno aprire uffici di rappresentanza nell’altro paese senza dover richiedere procedure 

particolari. 

 

Viene istituita inoltre una commissione mista che si occuperà di verificare le ulteriori possibilità di 

cooperazione e i settori in cui espandere la collaborazione. 

 

Pur sottolineando che non si tratta di un’apertura definitiva del mercato etiope – dove i settori 

bancario, assicurativo, finanziario e delle telecomunicazioni sono controllati direttamente dallo Stato 

– diversi economisti evidenziano che si tratti un uno sviluppo fondamentale per l’integrazione 

economica regionale in Africa orientale. 

 

Nel 2012 il valore degli scambi bilaterali tra Kenya ed Etiopia è stato pari a poco meno di 42 milioni 

di euro, ma grazie alle nuove facilitazioni – che prevedono anche la creazione di posti di frontiera 

unici per semplificare la circolazione di persone, merci e servizi – viene stimato che possano 

decuplicare nel medio e beve periodo. 

 

L’Etiopia è inoltre una delle economie in Africa con la più rapida crescita: il suo reddito pro capite è 

raddoppiato in meno di dieci anni e il prodotto interno lordo cresce ad un ritmo dell’11% medio 

all’anno.  
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EU GRANTS 3.3 MLN EUROS TO CSOs IN ETHIOPIA 

 

(12.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

The Ethiopia – European Union (EU) civil society fund in its second phase awarded 18 grants to 

Ethiopian Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in the areas of governance, capacity strengthening and 

others. The signing ceremony of the fund was held yesterday at the headquarters of the EU 

delegation to Ethiopia located off Cape Verde Street. 

 

The signing ceremony of the project was attended by Belachew Beyene, Deputy National 

Authorizing Office at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED) and Ambassador 

Chantal Hebberecht head of the EU delegation to Ethiopia. 

The Ambassador told The Reporter that this project was designed and implemented both by the 

government of Ethiopia and the EU. 

“In this civil society fund the government of Ethiopia is involved in the making process and in the 

dialogue, it was also a part of the steering committee, and the process was dynamic,” Hebberecht 

said.  

 

According to the Ambassador, the Ethiopian –EU civil society fund has been part of the official EU- 

Ethiopia development cooperation program since its initiation in 2006. 

The project has three pots and the grants will benefit projects focusing on key governance areas, 

on the networks capacity strengthening and on the provision of innovative services in maternal 

health in emerging regions and environmental sustainability. 

A campaign against gender based violence, promotion of rule of law, human rights education and 

strengthening community structures for peace building are among the focuses of key governance 

projects. 

 

The Ambassador during the signing of the contract also said that CSOs engagement should not be 

seen as antagonistic to the government’s effort, but plays an important complementarily role in 

development, providing tangible benefits to communities and contributing to achieving the national 

development plans and Millennium Development Goals.  
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The CSF phase two program is a joint initiative of the European Union and Ethiopia under the 10th 

European Development Fund (EDF,) with a total budget of 12 million euros in two phases. 

 

The purpose of the program is to increase CSOs capacity to engage in governance and 

development activities, the second phase of this program will stay for the duration of two years. 
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INTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL GIANT TO ENTER THE ETHIOPIAN MARKET 

 

50 million dollar Hikma Cure Pharmaceutical SC awaiting the ratification of its 

investment license before beginning business in Ethiopia. 

 

 

(13.04.2013 – Addis Fortune) 

 

PharmaCure Pharmaceuticals Manufacturing Company, a member of MIDROC Group, located at 

Summit area in Bole District. 

 

MIDROC Pharmaceuticals Ltd and Hikma Pharmaceuticals Plc, a Jordanian company, signed a 

formal agreement at the Ethiopian Investment Agency (EIA) on Tuesday April 8, 2014, to form 

HikmaCure Pharmaceutical S.C., pending approval of their agreement and the issue ofan investment 

license. 

The agreement for the establishment of the Company was inked between Hani Qoto, Hikma’s 

representativeand Abinet G. Meskel representing MIDROC Pharmaceuticals Ltd and was submitted 

to the agency as part of the application requirements. 

“The process to acquire an investment license is now underway and will be finalized by next week,” 

said an official from MIDROC, who talked to Fortune on the condition of remaining anonymous. 

 

A source at Hikma, who likewise demanded anonymity, agrees with the official at MIDROC but 

declined to reveal details about the newly formed company, citing that he needs confirmation from 

the mother company. 

 

Ahmednur Yusuf, Licensing& Registration Director, attended the signing ceremony on Tuesday, 

according to sources at the two companies, but he stressed that the two companies had not been 

to the Agency to sign any agreement. 

Hikma and MIDROC signed a 50 – 50 joint venture (JV) agreement to establish a local 

pharmaceutical manufacturing company in Ethiopia back in September 2013. 

The two accordingly agreed to invest in HikmaCure, the new venture, in equal proportions. While an 

initial investment of 50 million dollars was agreed, according to a joint press statement issued in  
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September, the two companies had also agreed that HikmaCure would commence operations in 

Ethiopia by marketing and distributing close to 50 Hikma products. 

 

The fund will be invested over an extended period of time and will be used to build and fit out a 

local manufacturing and distribution facility in Ethiopia and to provide working capital support for 

the operations of HikmaCure, Hikma Group said in its website. 

 

The facility is expected to begin commercial production in 2017, according to Hikma’s website. 

Founded in Amman, Jordan in 1978 by Samih Darwazah, Hikma Pharmaceuticals Ltd is listed on the 

London Stock Market. The Company is engaged in manufacturing and distributing branded 

pharmaceutical products to the global market. 

Ethiopia’s pharmaceutical industry consists of 15 pharmaceutical and medical material production 

factories and only 5 of these are currently producing important items such as syringes, absorbent 

cottons and lab equipment. 

As such the industry can at present serve only a small portion of the domestic market, with imports 

covering the rest of demand. In 2012, about 300 million dollars worth of drugs were imported, 

according to the Ethiopian Revenues & Customs Authority (ERCA), by 112 importers and 

wholesalers registered in the country.  
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DEFENSE MINISTRY FULLY PREPARED TO PROTECT THE GERD FROM ATTACK 

 

(10.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

Minister of Defence, Siraj Fegessa, giving the Ministry's six-month performance report to Parliament 

this week said the country was a policy of co-existence and development which had shown 

successful results. 

 

In implementing this policy, he said, the Ministry had signed bilateral agreements with 14 nations in 

military diplomacy. 

 

He said that “Giving priority to neighboring countries, we have made agreements with nations in 

the region to prepare a joint plan aimed at ensuring and safeguarding our common borders, save 

with Eritrea. The agreements include working jointly in the field of education, training, experience 

sharing, and on common issues to work together on peace and security demands in the region.” 

 

In his report, the Minister noted that the Ministry had signed an agreement with the Sudan to 

promote the common interest of the two countries and to keep all cross-border areas safe, adding 

that "we are working together to form a joint military force", to tighten security along the common 

border of the two nations from any external aggression and potential threats. 

 

Answering questions, he said the Ministry was fully prepared to protect the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam (GERD) from any possible attack, but said that he did not believe there would be 

any direct attack on the dam. 
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ETHIOPIA: STIMULATING GROWTH OF PRIVATE SECTOR 

 

(12.04.2014 – AllAfrica) 

 

 

Though it can play a significant role in spurring the economy, one can assert emphatically that the 

sector is under-performing, according to all indicators. This can be ascribed to a raft of reasons. 

 

Although the private sector is internationally recognized as being the engine of growth, the 

Ethiopian private sector has still far to go before fulfilling its promise. Hence, the sector's fledgling 

attempt to stand securely on its two feet should be provided with a policy support by the 

government. 

 

Ever since the Ethiopian government adopted the 5-year Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) in 

2010, the private sector is being encouraged to turn its face towards manufacturing. While the 

government's desire to see the private sector to take up industry sector in greater numbers is 

laudable, it will remain a pipedream unless it is backed up by concrete policy measures. 

 

Presently a substantial portion of private sector actors is engaged in the commercial and service 

sectors. A recent study which assessed the implementation of the GTP in its first three years found 

that the service sector's contribution to Ethiopia's GDP outstrips that of agriculture and industry. It 

revealed that the share of the service sector's share stood at 45.2 percent with agriculture 

accounting for 42.9 percent and industry 12.4 percent. These figures clearly show that the quick 

and sizeable profit the service sector offers is enticing the business community to join the sector in 

droves. 

 

If investors active in commerce and the service sector are to be lured to the manufacturing sector, 

it is imperative that an enabling policy framework exists. Unlike the service sector, the industrial 

sector not only is capital-intensive, but also does not offer a quick return on investment. Unless the 

necessary incentives are in terms of the availability of land, credit, infrastructures and other critical 

inputs, investors will remain wary of allocating their hard-earned money to set up manufacturing 

industries. 
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Conventional wisdom has it that it's industry and not the service sector that is instrumental in 

accelerating a country's growth. All the nations of the world which already have built or are building 

an industry-led economy have done so thanks to the policy of the government and the confidence 

this engenders. Building confidence is a critical matter as it may take decades for investors to 

realize profit on their investment. Let alone for a country like Ethiopia, which has a low industrial 

base, it is even tough for the industries of developed economies to turn in profit. 
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ETHIOPIA: BEDELE LAUNCHES FIRST CANNED BEER IN ETHIOPIA 

 

(13.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

 For the first time in the country's beer production history, Bedele has released a new pack-type for 

its Bedele brand - aluminum beer cans. 

 

The 330ml aluminum beer can offers lightweight packaging, as well as a modern practicality that 

increases consumer satisfaction. The can is available at all major supermarkets and other smaller 

outlets in Addis Abeba. 

 

"This is an exciting innovation for us as consumers can be assured that they will experience 'quality 

beer' from every can of Bedele," Rita Tsehai, HEINEKEN Ethiopia's Marketing manager, said. "We 

believe high product quality is one of the key factors that can reinforce consumer acceptance and 

help us grow continuously." 

 

Various types of liquor products with aluminium or steel -coated packages such as beer, beverages, 

juice, soft drinks or even alcoholic drinks have been common in the international market. It has, 

however, not been available for locally produced products, according to HEINEKEN's press release. 

 

Bedele Brewery S.C was established in October, 1993 in Bedelle town, 433km from Addis Abeba in 

Illubabor Zone of the Oromia Region. 
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ETHIOPIA: INVESTING IN AGRICULTURE - THE SOLUTION TO ENDING HUNGER 

 

(12.04.2014 – AllAfrica)  

  

  

Since its establishment in 1975, the International Food Policy and Research Institute (IFPRI) 

has conducted a lot of research and studies that promote campaigns aiming at ending hunger 

across the globe. The institute began its operations as a District of Colombia non-profit, non- stock 

cooperation on March 5, 1975 working on the areas of adopting innovations in agricultural 

technologies. 

 

Present in several developing countries, mainly China, Ethiopia, and India, the IFPRI strives to see a 

hunger and under nutrition free world in 2025. IFPRI's General Director, Shenggen Fan elaborates 

on the organization's success and setbacks as it applies mechanisms in which countries are 

determined to act aggressively. Henok Reta of The Reporter caught up with him for an exclusive 

interview as he launched the 2013 IFPRI report in Addis Ababa. Excerpts: 

 

The Reporter: Can you tell us a few things about the report? 

 

Shenggen Fan: Well, no spike in food price according to our partners' data and it appears to be 

more stable when compared with the previous three years. And the reason is that many countries 

are believed to have been actively engaged in increasing productivity. 

 

The Global Food Policy report is the third volume after 2011 and 2012 and it focuses on nutrition. 

Nutrition has two major components, one is having enough to eat and the other is quality--

macronutrients. More than two billion people are suffering from lack of macronutrients. We need to 

invest more in cutting down malnutrition and under nutrition. 

 

And for that there are at least two major reasons, one is nourishing which helps people not to die of 

hungry, and the second is an economic reason that requires much investment in agriculture. This 

report is different from the previous two reports, which focused on food price on the aftermath of 

the food price crisis that happened in 2008/09. 
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So, we were very much focused on why that happened, what were the consequences, and 

proposed certain policy options to calm down the crisis. The second issue focused on making sure 

that the donors, the governments and other stakeholders are accountable to certain actions they 

have committed to undertake. 

 

For example, many donors committed to invest billions of dollars in food and agriculture. 

Governments like Nigeria, Ethiopia and Ghana committed ten percent of their national budget to 

support the growth of agriculture. Have they done that? How far away are they from the target? 

The 2013 report is very much focused on nutrition and under nutrition. 
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ETHIO TELECOM OUTLINES MOBILE NETWORK REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

 

The state telecom monopoly, Ethio Telecom, has released a statement detailing plans to 

replace old mobile phone networks and install fourth generation (4G) broadband 

technology in Addis Abeba by June 2014. 

 

(13.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

 

Ethio Telecom has divided the network expansion project into three phases. The first phase 

replaces the network of Nokia’s telecom network in Addis Abeba, which covers atotal of 75 areas in 

Asko, Kolfe Keranio, Alem Bank, Mekanisa, Lebu, Jomo, Hana Mariam and Akaki. The second phase 

consists of replacing and expanding 647 areas of old mobile networks.The final phase is the 

installation of new network and 4G technology at a selected 722 areas of Addis Abeba. 

 

Ethio Telecom is working with Chinese giants Huawei and ZTE, having in August 2013 signed a 1.6 

billion dollar contract with them for the upgrade of mobile phone infrastructure and introduction of 

4G broadband. 

 

“The network replacement prioritised the Nokia areas, because the network there was installed 11 

years ago and the areas were experiencing serious network problem,” said Abdurahim Ahmed, 

Ethio Telecom’s head of Public Relations& Communications at a press briefing about the finalisation 

of the network replacement at the company’s headquarters near the Black Lion Hospital along 

Yared Street on Wednesday, April 9, 2014. 

 

In addition to the expansion of the network to Nokia areas, the mobile network capacity was 

increased from 400,000 to 1.2 million, Ethio Telecom announced. 

 

“The new network has been installed on the lands obtained from the Addis Abeba City 

Administration and on the top of high rise buildings either granted for free or with reasonable prices 

by some of the building owners,” Abdurahim told journalists. 
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The remaining network replacement and expansion project for the 647 areas that were previously 

installed by ZTE will be finalized by June with a 4G technology installation covering the entire 722 

areas. 

 

Network replacement of the remaining 647 areas will not take much time because the project is 

already underway, while the network replacement in the Nokia areas was in progress, says to the 

communications officer. 

 

Ethio Telecom currently has the capacity for 23 million customers, Abdurahim says, but actually has 

only 20 million customers at present. It blames continuous failure of mobile network in Addis Abeba 

on sudden electric power cuts and the theft of fibre optics. 

 

By the end of the Growth & Transformation Plan (GTP) in 2015, the company predicts that it will 

have a 59 million customer capacity, according to a statement issued on Wednesday. Abdurahim 

also said that network expansion would begin in regions outside Addis Abeba within two years. 

 

Once the expansion project is complete, 85% of the country will have network coverage while there 

will be full coverage across Addis Abeba, according to the same statement. 

 

This announcement by Ethio Telecom comes nearly two months after the state telecommunications 

giant announced that its revenue for the first half of the fiscal year has spiked to over 7 billion Birr. 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

IGAD MONITORING AND VERIFICATION TEAMS COMMENCE OPERATIONS IN 

SOUTH SUDAN 

 

(12.04.2014 – Walta Information Center)  

 

Monitoring and Verification Teams (MVTs) set up under the auspices of the IGAD-led Mediation 

Process, to monitor the implementation of Cessation of Hostilities (COH) Agreement that was signed 

by the Government of the Republic of South Sudan and the  SPLM/A-in Opposition, on 23 January 

2014, have officially commenced operations.  

 

According to MoFA, the first  team was deployed to Bor, in Jonglei State on 1 April followed by 

similar deployments in Bentiu (in Unity State) on 5 April. Deployment to Malakal (in Upper Nile 

State) is projected on 15 April.  

 

There is also a plan to deploy more teams to Nassir, Akobo and other areas in the near future.  

The teams are coordinated through a Monitoring and Verification Mechanism (MVM) that is provided 

for in the COH Agreement and overseen by a Joint Technical Committee (JTC) comprising 

representatives of the Parties to the conflict, IGAD Member States, the African Union, the United 

Nations and IGAD Partners. 

 

The Committee that is headquartered in Juba reports directly to the IGAD Special Envoys that are 

leading the South Sudan Mediation Process.  

 

The JTC and MVTs will execute their mandated tasks as per the COH agreement including 

assessing, monitoring, investigating, verifying and reporting allegations of violations against the 

COH submitted by the parties, civilian authorities and communities and other sources.  

As an impartial and transparent mission, the MVM is focused on supporting the efforts of the IGAD 

Special Envoys to find a peaceful and sustainable solution to the crisis in South Sudan. 
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DJIBOUTI 

DJIBOUTI HANDS 267 ERITREANS OVER TO UNHCR 

 

Djibouti and neighboring Eritrea have twice engaged in border conflicts. In April 1996, 

they almost went to war after a Djiboutian official accused Eritrea of shelling the town 

of Ras Doumeira. 

 

(14.04.2014 - World Bulletin / News Desk) 

 

The Djiboutian government has handed 267 Eritreans, seized during a three-day border conflict in 

2008, over to the UN refugee agency (UNHCR), presidential adviser Najib Ali Tahir said Monday. 

"Some of them are military deserters and prisoners of the Djibouti-Eritrea war, which broke out on 

June 10, 2008," Tahir told Anadolu Agency. 

Tahir said the Eritreans were technically under Djibouti's protection, going on to note that "there 

are [another] 19 prisoners of war (POWs) temporarily under our protection." 

"We have made them talk to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to facilitate their 

return to their country, and we're doing this despite the fact that we never heard of Djibouti's 

POWs," Tahir said. 

Djibouti and neighboring Eritrea have twice engaged in border conflicts. In April 1996, they almost 

went to war after a Djiboutian official accused Eritrea of shelling the town of Ras Doumeira. 

Three years later in 1999, Eritrea accused Djibouti of siding with its longstanding rival, Ethiopia, 

while Djibouti counter-accused Eritrea of supporting rebels fighting against its government. 

As a result, Djibouti recalled its ambassador and broke off relations with Eritrea, which weren't fully 

restored until 2001. 

The two countries clashed again for three days in June of 2008, leading to another deterioration of 

ties and a U.N. embargo on Eritrea. 
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KURIFTU BRANCHES OUT TO DJIBOUTI WITH LUXURY LODGE ON RED SEA 

ISLAND 

 

Though only at the beginning of its design stage, modern construction techniques mean 

that Kuriftu Resort & Spa will be enticing tourists to Moucha Island in a year’s time 

 

(13.04.2014 – Addis Fortune) 

 

Kuriftu Resort &Spa is building in Moucha Island off Djibouti what could be the tiny nation’s second 

resort at a cost of seven million dollars. 

 

Kuriftu got a 50-year lease for a 500,000sqm land on Moucha Islandin December 2013. It hired 

Eyasu Siraj Consulting Architect two weeks ago to carry out the design in two and half months, said 

Tadios Belete, who co-owns Boston Partners plc with his wife. 

 

The resort will be made with prefabricated material, which is ordered from Bali Prefab World, an 

Indonesian firm that designs and builds hardwood prefab houses, cottages, villas, bungalows, up-

market homes and gazebos. Bali Prefab will deliver the parts, which account for 90pc of the entire 

construction, in six months, says Tadios. 

 

Moucha is a coral island in the Gulf of Tadjoura, just off the shores of Djibouti. The three-kilometres 

long island is surrounded byMaskali Island and other smaller islands. These islands are known for 

their diving opportunities, as well as for swimming, snorkelling and fishing activities. 

 

Kuriftu chose to go prefab for this resort  in order to launch the service as quickly as possible, and 

because prefabrication takes shorter for the construction work, Tadios said. Opening is expected in 

a year’s time. 

The resort will have complete spa service, one restaurant that serves international and sea food, 

three presidential rooms, 47 premium rooms, one conference room, three break out rooms, one out 

door cinema, wedding gazebo, two big swimming pools, two pool side bars and a children’s 

playground. 
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Kuriftu plans to employ over 200 people at the resort. 

“The Island has a unique feature of white sand and very clear water thatEthiopian lakes lack,” 

Tadios said. 

 

Moucha Island already has one resort owned by Lagon Bleu Village, which, according to Trip 

Advisor, is one of six five-star hotels in Djibouti city. Tourists at the resort have appreciated the 

location of the diving places, with modest reviews for the food and accommodation, which, in 2013, 

included limited hours of electricity. 

Kuriftu plans to facilitate solar generation and water treatment solution mechanism since Moucha 

Island does not have infrastructure that connects it with other areas of the country. 

 

Kuriftu will continue construction in phases to develop on its leased land. 

Eyasu Siraj, the designer, is also designing Kuriftu’s Burayu Resort & Spa in Burayu town, Oromia 

Region, 23km from Addis Abeba, and Geralta Resort & Spa in Tigray Region. 
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AFRICA 

AUMENTANO LE SPESE MILITARI, IN TESTA ALGERIA E ANGOLA 

 
AFRICA – Sono cresciute dell’8,3% nel 2013 rispetto all’anno precedente, le spese 

militari sostenute dai paesi dell’Africa toccando un valore complessivo stimato in poco 

meno di 32,5 miliardi di euro. 

 
(14.4.2014 – Notiziarion InfoAfrica) 

 
 

Sono alcuni dei dati resi noti dall’Istituto internazionale di ricerca per la pace (SIPRI) che ha diffuso 

oggi dalla sua sede in Svezia l’ultimo rapporto sugli sviluppi del mercato internazionale delle armi. 

 

L’Algeria resta il paese con la più alta spesa militare assoluta, che ha raggiunto lo scorso anno i 7,5 

miliardi di euro (è il primo paese africano ad aver superato la soglia dei 10 miliardi di dollari 

all’anno) registrando un aumento percentuale dell’8,8% rispetto all’anno precedente e del 176% 

rispetto a dieci anni fa. 

 

In Africa sub-sahariana, il Sipri registra in particolare il caso dell’Angola che per la prima volta 

supera il Sudafrica (“solo” tre miliardi di euro nel 2013) in termini di spesa corrente dedicata al 

settore militare con oltre 4,4 miliardi di euro ed un aumento percentuale del 36% rispetto allo 

scorso anno e del 175% rispetto a dieci anni fa. Tale aumento, sottolinea il rapporto del Sipri, è 

legato soprattutto alla maggiore disponibilità finanziaria dovuta all’aumento delle esportazioni di 

petrolio. 

 

Sia l’Algeria che l’Angola hanno dedicato lo scorso anno il 4,8% del loro bilancio statale alle spese 

militari, la più alta percentuale tra i paesi africani i cui dati sono disponibili al Sipri. 

 

Il Sipri sottolinea poi anche il caso del Ghana, che ha quasi triplicato la sua spesa militare corrente 

tra il 2012 ed il 2013, aumentandola da 78 milioni a quasi 225 milioni di euro, anche se a questo 

dato vanno poi aggiunti ulteriori 34,7 milioni di euro in donazioni da parte di paesi della comunità 

internazionali dedicate specificatamente al settore militare.   
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EVENTI   

Scontro Di Civilta’ Per Un Ascensore A Piazza Vittorio – Martedi 15 Aprile 2014 - 

Istituto Italiano Di Cultura – Addis Abeba 

 

Movie by Isotta Toso, Italy, 2010, 98 min, English Subtitles, Auditorium IIC at 6.30 pm.  

 

  


