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DR. YINAGER DESSIE RECEIVED COPIES OF CREDENTIALS OF ITALY’S NEW 

AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA 

 

(08.04.2014 – MoFA) 

 

Ambassador Giuseppe Mistretta, Italy’s newly appointed Ambassador Extraordinaire and 

Plenipotentiary to Ethiopia, presented copies of his credentials to Dr. Yinager Dessie, State Minister 

of Foreign Affairs on Monday (April 7). Dr. Yinager recalled the long diplomatic relations between 

the two countries and commended their current investment and trade relationship. He hoped this 

would expand further in the future. With reference to the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, 

Minister Yinager said that although Ethiopia was itself financing dam entirely, the work of the Italian 

contractor and the involvement of Italian professionals was laudable.  

 

Dr. Yinager also noted Italy’s crucial role in bringing peace and stability in the region in its capacity 

as a member of the IGAD’s Partners Forum. Ambassador Mistretta said that Africa was at an 

exciting stage in its development and he hoped his tenure in Addis Ababa would see further growth 

in investment and commerce between Ethiopia and Italy.  He expressed his government’s desire to 

contribute to conflict resolution and stability in the region. The Ambassador said Italy appreciated 

and supported Ethiopia’s indispensable involvement in the difficult negotiation process in South 

Sudan. Ambassador Mistretta, previously Italy’s Ambassador to Angola, emphasized that he would 

work to align the interests of Ethiopia and Italy. 
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POLISH BILLIONAIRE SHOWS INTEREST IN ETHIOPIA 

 

(13.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

Poland's richest man, Jan Kulczyk (Ph.D.), founder and owner of Kulczyk Holding SA 

(headquartered in Warsaw) and international investment house, Kulczyk Investments with 

headquarters in Luxembourg and offices in London, Kiev and Dubai, came to Ethiopia this week and 

met with Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and officials from the African Union. 

 

With an estimated net worth of USD 3.9 billion, he was ranked 402 on the World’s Billionaire list by 

Forbes. His arrival makes him the third billionaire after Sheik Mohammmed Al-Amoudi (USD 15.4 

billion) and Aliko Dangote (USD 25 billion) to show business interests in Ethiopia. He has a 

diversified portfolio of investments and currently over half of Kulczyk's investments are tied up in 

beer maker SABMiller. Apart from that, Kulczyk Investments holds a 40 percent stake in Neconde 

Energy Limited, a consortium that acquired an oil production license in Nigeria. 

 

Kulczyk Investments has an international advisory board comprising Horst Köhler, former President 

of Germany (2004-2009), former Chairman of International Monetary Fund and General Director of 

the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Aleksander Kwaśniewski, former President 

of Poland (1995-2005) and James L. Jones, a retired US Marine Corps General, former US National 

Security Advisor and former NATO Supreme Allied Commander. 

The company focuses on opportunities in global emerging markets with four strategic sectors 

namely mineral resources, energy, infrastructure and real estate. 

Currently, Kulczyk is looking to expand his investment portfolio in Africa and, apart from Ethiopia, 

Kulczyk had plans to invest in the newly-formed country, South Sudan, The Reporter learnt, 

however, Ethiopia turned out to be his pick. 

In addition, Kulczyk’s investment firm is looking for gas off the east and west coasts of Africa 

through Ophir Energy, in which Kulczyk Investments holds a 9.6 percent stake. 

All in all, he has invested USD 1.1 billion in Africa, also buying a gold mine in Namibia, a coalmine in 

Mozambique, fertilizer production in Nigeria, iron ore in Congo-Brazzaville and gas fields in 

Tanzania. Kulczyk Investments says the African investments are profitable. 
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Last month the Financial Times reported that Kulczyk had roped several other Polish tycoons into an 

initiative aimed at boosting Poland’s presence in Africa, which, aside from Kulczyk, is marginal. 

Trade between Poland and the whole continent came to only one percent of Poland’s trade 

turnover, although it did grow at a 16 percent pace in 2012. 

Asseco, an IT company and Ursus, an agricultural machinery manufacturer, are already present in 

Ethiopia. Last month, Asseco and the Ethiopian government’s Information Network Security Agency 

(INSA) signed an agreement valued at USD 10 million. The agreement refers to the implementation 

of a project aiming at the establishment of a modern energy market in Ethiopia and is planned to 

be fully implemented by the end of 2015. 

The latest entrant, Kulczyk, made the bulk of his fortune by acting as an intermediary in some of 

the largest privatizations of Polish state-owned companies in the early 1990s. 

However, he ran into controversy back in 2004 when he was called as a witness before a 

parliamentary investigation into management practices at PKN Orlen, the polish state-controlled 

refiner. 

Now, the 64-year-old billionaire is zooming in on Africa and is sharing Poland’s experience in 

building a modern economy on the ruins of communism.  

The Financial Times quoted Kulczyk as saying, “Africa is a continent of poor people and rich 

countries which have enormous wealth locked up under the ground thanks to a lack of 

infrastructure.” “But in Europe we have poor countries [with few natural resources] and rich 

people . . . it’s a win-win.”  

Similar, to his plans, the Polish government is also keen on strengthening ties with Africa. The 

Polish Ministry of Economy last year launched the 'Go Africa' program in a bid to strengthen 

economic and business ties with the continent by encouraging Polish entrepreneurs to do business 

in Africa.  
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BRAZILIAN MINING GIANT TO PULL OUT OF ETHIOPIA 

 

The Brazilian mining giant, Vale, which has been engaged in mineral exploration project 

in Southern Ethiopia since 2011, is to pull out of the country by suspending its 

exploration project, it was learnt. 

 

(12.04.2014 - The Repoter) 

 

Vale, the number one iron ore producer in the world, secured exploration area covering 900 sq.km 

plot of land in the Konso area from the Ministry of Mines in 2011. At that time the company agreed 

to prospect for gold and base metals like copper, silver, cobalt and zinc. The concession  area is 

found between the Oromia and Southern Peoples, Nations and Nationalities Regional State. 

 

Sources at the Ministry of Mines told The Reporter that the exploration area is known for gold 

deposit but Vale was looking for base metals such as Nickel, cobalt and chromium. “They were 

primarily looking for nickel,” sources said.   

 

Vale conducted geophysical surveys, including an airborne survey. Reliable sources told The 

Reporter that the company has discovered nickel mineral deposit. However, sources said executives 

of the company decided to relinquish the concession and pull out of Ethiopia. 

 

“Vale is a giant company and the amount of nickel discovery is not to the level of their satisfaction. 

They were contemplating to secure additional exploration area but abruptly decided to pull out,” 

sources said. “It could be a technical reason,’” they added. Officials of Vale were not available for 

comment. 

In a related news, the British mining company, Stratex International Plc, which is prospecting for 

gold in the Afar and Tigrai Regional States, is to relinquish its gold exploration areas and pull out of 

Ethiopia. The company recently announced that it relinquished three gold exploration projects in 

Ethiopia. In a statement sent to The Reporter last month Stratex said that though it discovered gold 

deposits in different localities in the Afar and Tigrai Regional States three license areas have been 

relinquished due to technical reasons. Stratex relinquished the Tendaho, Berhale and Tigrai license 

areas.  
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Despite the ups and downs encountered in the exploration projects, the company said it remains 

positive about the potential for a discovery of gold in the northern part of the Ethiopian Rift Valley. 

The company has applied for two exploration areas in the Afar Rift Valley. The Company said it was 

awaiting the award of two new licenses in the Rift Valley, covering areas where remote sensing 

studies have indicated good potential for further discoveries.  

However, sources said that Stratex has also decided to pull out of Ethiopia. “It is a technical 

decision but the delay in processing their application for new exploration area may have contributed 

to their decision to pull out,” sources said. Stratex reportedly secured an exploration license in 

Tanzania. Sources claim that the company submitted its application in Tanzania long after it 

requested exploration areas in Ethiopia. 

However, Stratex is denying its decision. In a written response to The Reporter the communication 

manager Claire Bay said, “Although we have dropped a number of licenses, we do still hold our key 

Blackrock project in the Afar. We are also awaiting the award of two new licenses in this region. 

 

“The reason is indeed technical and related to the fact that the results yielded at said licenses did 

not warrant further expenditure,” Claire said. 

Industry analysts warn that the Ministry of Mines should pay due attention to the companies 

engaged in exploration projects in different parts of the country. “The ministry should closely follow 

up the mining companies’ activities. Officials of the ministry should ask the companies what 

problems they face and provide solutions. Even if it is a technical problem, experts of the ministry 

should consult the companies. You can not simply let giant mining companies like Vale and BHP 

go,” the analyst said. The Anglo-Australian mining giant, BHP Billiton, pulled out of Ethiopia in 2012. 

The company was engaged in potash exploration project in the Afar Regional State. 

 

Officials of the Ministry of Mines did not respond to phone calls and text messages. Former Minister 

of Mines Sinkenesh Ejigu previously said that the ministry can not do anything when a management 

of a company decide to pull out and concentrate on other exploration project found in other parts 

of the world. “It is a matter of choice and there is nothing we can do about it,” Sinkenesh said.   

 

The Ministry of Mines is hard hit by brain drain. Most senior experts left the ministry in search of 

better pay. The ministry is now unable to process exploration license applications promptly and 

local and international companies are furiously complaining about the lack of efficient service in the 

ministry. Senior officials of the ministry admit the deficiencies in the service provision. 
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ETHIOPIA SLAMS ANTI-DAM GROUP’S ‘PROXY CAMPAIGN’ ON GERD 

Ethiopia slammed a recent statement by International Rivers Network (IRN), a US 

based anti-dam group, as a proxy campaign against Ethiopia. 

 

(12.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

IRN, in a statement posted on its website on 31 March 2014 titled “GERD panel of Experts Report: 

Big Questions Remain”, called for the halt of the construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 

Dam (GERD). The report cited “a leaked report” of the International Panel of Experts (IPoE) which 

reviewed the benefits/impacts of the 6000 MW hydroelectric dam.  

 

The IPoE submitted an 800 page report to Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt in May 2013 and the report is 

yet to be made public. The IPoE is comprised of six national experts, two each from the three 

countries and four international experts.   

In response to IRN’s statement, Ethiopia’s National Panel of Experts (NPoE) strongly dismissed the 

group’s “anti-Ethiopia lobbying which is driven by an ideological, if not fanatical-messianic mission.” 

The NPoE dismissed IRN’s statement as full of lies and distortions condemning the anti-dam group’s 

“unfair and biased support for Egypt in its disagreements with Ethiopia contrary to its own mission 

statement.”  

The statement accused the organization of propagating proxy campaigns against Ethiopia on behalf 

of Egypt, a downstream country which opposed the construction of the dam despite Ethiopia’s 

insistence that the dam would benefit not only the country but also the region.“We condemn IRN’s 

unfair and biased support for Egypt in its disagreements with Ethiopia contrary to its own mission 

statement. We categorically reject IRN’s advice to Ethiopia to accept its proposal and halt 

construction of GERD,” NPoE said in its statement.” The construction of Africa’s biggest 

hydroelectric dam on Abbay/Nile River, the longest river in the world, has been a point of 

contention between Ethiopia and Egypt.  

 

This is not the first time when IRN launched criticism towards Ethiopia. The group had also called 

for the halt in the construction of the 1,870 MW Gibe III dam, now slated to go operational in 

September this year.In its drive to extricate the country from poverty, Ethiopian government has 

been engaged in massive renewable energy developments including hydro, wind, geothermal and  
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solar. The country is ranked second in Africa in hydro electric potential next to the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.  

The government is tapping in to this massive hydro potential with the aim to satisfy domestic power 

demands and export surplus electricity to neighboring countries and beyond.  
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SIX COUNTRIES REQUEST POWER PURCHASE FROM ETHIOPIA 

 

Six Countries have requested to Buy Power from Ethiopia Besides selling Electric power 

to Sudan and Djibouti, FBC writes that Kenya, Yemen, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi and 

Rwanda have requested to buy power from Ethiopia. 

 

 (12.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

 

It is known that when the construction of the Renaissance dam, the Gibe III and the Genale Dawa 

hydroelectric power plants and the Adama II wind farm is completed the country will have 10 000 

MW of Electric power. 

Ato Feke Ahmed of the Water, Irrigation and Energy ministry told FBC that though Ethiopia is 

getting foreign currency from the electric power sell, the country’s main focus is to secure its 

energy demand. He added that the country will sell power only when it is in excess. 

 

Zemedkun Nigatu of Ernest and Young in his part said that Ethiopia has become the only African 

country building its economy from Electric power sell which is an acceptable move. Ato Feke Ahmed 

said that in the future the country will continue to build other dams that can help generate income 

by power sell. 

 

The other advantage of the power sell being the socioeconomic cooperation platform that it creates 

between the countries. Ethiopia has got 65 million dollars from the power sell of between 40 to 50 

MW of power to Djibouti starting from May 2011. 
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ERITREA SWITCHES AU, UN AMBASSADORS 

 

Araya Desta (Ambassador) replaced Girma Asmerom (Ambassador), as the new 

Permanent Representative of Eritrea to the African Union (AU) and the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) on Thursday.  

 

(11.04.2014 – Addis Zemen) 

 

The outgoing Ambassador Girma, who had held his AU post since 2011, will go to the United States 

to be Eritrea's Permanent Representative to the United Nations (UN) . Girma served as Eritrea's 

ambassador to the US and Canada from 2001 to 2006 before being replaced by Ghirmai 

Ghebremariam. 

 

Araya presented his letters of credence to Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma (Ph.D.), chairperson of the 

African Union Commission (AUC) and assured full cooperation of his country, Eritrea, with the 

common agenda of a prosperous, peaceful and strong Africa. 

 

The outgoing ambassador was given a farewell ceremony back in February by the deputy-

chairperson of the Commission, Erastus Mwencha. 

 

In 1969, Araya received a diploma in Weather Forecasting from the Stanmore Meteorological 

Training Centre in London. From 1972 to 1976, he was Head of the Meteorological Application 

Section of the Ethiopian Meteorological Services in Addis Ababa, and from 1963 to 1972, he served 

as Weather Forecaster for the Civil Aviation Administration in Asmara. 

 

He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics at the University of Nairobi, Kenya, in 1980 

and a Master’s degree in atmospheric physics at the University of Toronto, Canada, in 1985. Araya 

worked as a Computer Programmer for the Amoco Canada Petroleum Company in Calgary from 

1980 to 1982. Between 1982 and 1991, Araya served on the Board of the Eritrean Relief Association 

in Khartoum, Sudan. From 1982 to 1993, he was Executive Director and Chair of the Eritrean Relief 

Association-Canada Board of Directors in Ottawa. 
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Araya then served as First Secretary and Consul at the Eritrean Consulate in Ottawa, Canada from 

1993 to 1994. From 1994 to 2001, he was Minister's Counselor of Eritrea’s embassy in Beijing, 

China, while simultaneously serving as a Permanent Representative to the United Nations for his 

country from 1997 to 2002. He then served as the Eritrean ambassador to the Nordic countries, 

residing in Stockholm, Sweden from 2002 to 2005. 
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INDIAN FIRM EYES TEXTILE BUT IS HINDERED BY COST 

 

Indian-based Sutlej Textiles and Industries Limited has been in contact with Ethiopian 

officials for the past seven months to head ways to the local textile sector with less 

success, The Reporter has learnt.  

 

(12.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

Sutlej communicated its intent to the government to join the textile business in Ethiopia but has 

been lingering for the past seven months concerned with transportation and construction costs, 

which, according to Manoj John, vice president for strategic initiatives at Sutlej, are higher than 

most countries, mainly compared to India where it has set up shop. If it is possible to reduce costs, 

Sutlej has interest in investing in 25,000 spindles immediately as an initial investment while 

planning to raise its investment to 50,000 spindles in the second phase. With an estimated 

investment cost of 25,000 birr per spindle, the first phase alone will cost Sutlej some 625 million 

birr, according to John. “We will submit our formal business proposal to the government in a month 

or two,” John told The Reporter. 

 

He said he had been meeting with both federal and local government officials about accessing a 

plot of land but with no success so far. “This time, I am having a fresh round of meetings. Meeting 

with the minister of agriculture, I am getting familiar with the federal and regional set-up here. I do 

not know how much success I will have this time around,” Mr. John said.  

 

If successful, his investment will sit on 200 acres of land. But to kick things off, the company needs 

half of the total land to build a textile plant that will integrate spinning and weaving. Terry towel 

manufacturing is the other alternative to look at, according to Mr. John. 

 

Though it is Sutlej's first time to Africa, the company is reputable in India with a turnover of 20 

billion rupees or close to eight billion birr annual.  
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Sutlej is also eying coffee in Ethiopia. As far as coffee is concerned, the company is looking to 

invest in an Arabica coffee plantation for which it needs two thousand hectares. But that seems 

unlikely to happen since Ethiopian investment law reserves the business only to Ethiopian nationals.  

 

Meanwhile, at the moment there are about 15 foreign textile companies awaiting the completion of 

the construction of the Bole-Lemi industrial zone located east of the capital. According to 

information from the Ministry of Industry, all of these companies, mainly from South Korea and 

India, have settled their initial payments while some are installing machineries in the new sheds for 

production. 
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TULLOW DRILLS THIRD EXPLORATORY WELL  

 

The UK based, Tullow Oil, started drilling a third exploratory well early this week.  

 

(09.04.2014 – Capital) 

 

For the past two years they have been assessing an oil deposit in South Omo valley and dug two 

exploratory wells at Sabissa and Tultule, however they were largely unsuccessful.  

Sources at Tullow Oil Ethiopia said they began drilling the third well on Tuesday April 1 at Chew 

Bahir basin, in Shimela. OGEC, a drilling contractor from Poland is doing the digging and has also 

drilled the first two wells. Tullow’s report indicates that the company and its partners have 

completed a 1,174 kilometer 2D seismic program in the Chew Bahir in the eastern South Omo 

Block. An oil exploration block is a large area of land, typically in 1000s of sq. kilometers, that is 

awarded to oil drilling and exploration companies by a country.  

The company hopes to drill three more exploratory wells this year if they are able to get adequate 

equipment to Chew Bahir basin in the South Omo Valley.  

Tullow reports that drilling will begin at the Shimela Prospect, the first well in the area,  and also 

expects to drill a second well later this year.  

Previously Tullow drilled at Sabissa-1, located some 15 kilometers from Omorate town and the 

Tultule prospect, four kilometers to the east of Sabisa-1. They say they are encouraged by what 

they have found from the two wells.  

The first drilling operation occurred early last year at Sabissa-1 and it came after an extensive 18 

month seismic study, which also included one of the world’s largest airborne gravity surveys, 

covering approximately 18,000km. Looking at the seismic activity from the survey helped them 

determine where to explore for oil in the South Omo block. 

Tullow Oil has already discovered oil on its own block in Kenya, which is located within the same 

petroleum system as South Omo.  

Previously, however, several oil explorations and drilling was conducted by other companies in 

various parts of Ethiopia, but it did not lead to successful results.  

Tullow Oil also has stakes in Uganda where it first found oil in Lake Albert Rift Basin and then 

extended its exploration to the East African Rift Basins of Kenya and Ethiopia in 2010.  
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Tullow is a leading independent oil and gas, exploration and production group. The group has 

interests in over 100 explorations, and production licenses across 23 countries which are managed 

as three regional business units: West and North Africa, South and East Africa and Europe, South 

America and Asia. 

According to the statement that the company sent to Capital, Tullow Oil Ethiopia has undertaken 

several social contributions in the exploration area and the surrounding area at the cost of 19 

million birr. The company stated that it will also continue contributing to improve social activities. 
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CONSTRUCTION SECTOR SHOULD CONTRIBUTE 20% OF THE COUNTRY’S GDP    

 

Construction should contribute 20 percent of the total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 

the coming few years according to State Minister of Urban Development, Houses and 

Construction Hailemeskel Tefera. 

 

(09.04.2014 – Capital) 

 

According to the United Nations 2012 report Ethiopia is placed 85th from a total of 193 countries 

with an estimated GDP that amounts to USD 41,605 million.  

This was said at the event organized by the Association of Ethiopian Class one Contractors (AECOC) 

to honor participants and sponsors of the second “Construction for Ethiopian Renaissance” 

exhibition that was held at the Addis Ababa Exhibition and Market Development Center from March 

21- 25, 2014.  

During the event held at Elilly International Hotel on Tuesday April 1, the State Minister said that 

the exhibition is one of a kind and  will help the industry players to work more closely and 

effectively.   

“Many exhibitors were present with their work and this kind of event will help the industry grow 

better.” “We want many firms in the construction industry and this is how we can overcome the 

problems in the sector,” he said.  

 

Over 150 companies participated in the event to showcase their work.  

Mulugeta Gessese General Manager of AECOC told Capital that the exhibition was a unique occasion 

that demonstrated the progress  construction has made. “It has been growing at an unprecedented 

rate recently and we demonstrated that,” Mulugeta said.  

 

In the exhibition which was officially inaugurated by Mekuria Haile Minister of Urban Development, 

Houses and Construction, major players in the industry such as the Metal and Engineering 

Corporation (MeTEC), Ethiopian Railway Corporation and Ethiopian Roads Authority, showcased 

their achievements and future goals.   
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“This exhibition was a place where leading builders can network,” Hailemeskel said. Construction 

companies brought tons of equipment and displayed cutting-edge technology.  

The state minister also presented awards to the sponsors of the event. 

Architects, contractors, importers, insurance firms and others working in the construction industry   

participated in the trade fair.   

Capital Newspaper was the official media partner of the event.  
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SOUTH SUDAN 

IGAD COMINCIA OPERAZIONI DI MONITORAGGIO DEL CESSATE-IL-FUOCO 

 

Sono cominciate nel fine-settimana, quasi tre mesi dopo la firma il 23 gennaio di un 

accordo preliminare tra il governo di Juba e le forze a esso ribelli, le operazioni della 

squadra di monitoraggio dell’Autorità inter-governamentale di sviluppo (IGAD) per 

verificare la tenuta del cessate-il-fuoco tra le due parti in lotta. 

 

(14.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

 

A darne notizia è il quotidiano ‘Sudan Tribune’, ricordando come le attività della squadra di 

monitoraggio fossero parte integrante dell’accordo per il cessate-il-fuoco. In base a quanto reso 

noto dall’IGAD, gli osservatori regionali hanno cominciato le loro attività a Bor, capoluogo dello stato 

di Jonglei, e a Bentiu, capoluogo di Unity, mentre tra oggi e domani dovrebbero cominciare le 

operazioni a Malakal, nell’Upper Nile. Ulteriori osservatori dovrebbero essere inviati anche a Nassir, 

Akobo ed altre zone del paese. 

 

Le squadre di monitoraggio sono composte da rappresentanti delle due parti in lotta, esperti dei 

paesi membri dell’organizzazione regionale, rappresentanti dell’Unione Africana, delle Nazioni Unite 

e dei paesi della comunità internazionale che hanno appoggiato in questi mesi la mediazione 

portata avanti dall’IGAD. 

 

Una nuova sessione negoziale tra le due parti con l’obiettivo di raggiungere una soluzione politica al 

conflitto che ha causato migliaia di vittime e costretto almeno un milione di persone ad 

abbandonare la propria abitazione dovrebbe cominciare ad Addis Abeba il 22 aprile. Scoglio 

maggiore alla ripresa dei negoziati è la decisione se ai colloqui possano partecipare o meno sette 

esponenti politici dei ribelli, che erano stati prima arrestati dalle autorità sud-sudanesi a metà 

dicembre e poi liberati a gennaio e consegnati al governo keniano sulla base dei termini dell’accordo 

del 23 gennaio scorso.  
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RIBELLI SI ACCINGONO A CREARE STRUTTURA NAZIONALE 

 

I ribelli sud-sudanesi che da metà dicembre combattono contro le truppe rimaste fedeli 

al governo del presidente Salva Kiir si apprestano per la prima volta dall’inizio delle 

ostilità a creare una struttura nazionale sotto la leadership dell’ex vice-presidente Riek 

Machar. 

 

(11.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

 

A dirlo è stato un portavoce di Machar al quotidiano ‘Sudan Tribune’, il quale avrebbe affermato che 

la proposta dev’essere ancora accettata dai vari comandanti militari della ribellione. 

 

“Stabilire una struttura nazionale ci consentirebbe di discutere con un’unica voce ai negoziati in 

corso ad Addis Abeba e risolvere in modo adeguato le correnti questioni riguardanti pace, sicurezza 

e situazione umanitaria nel paese – ha detto il portavoce di Machar, James Gatdet Dak – La 

struttura si occuperà anche di individuare una strategia su come governare meglio il paese nel 

prossimo futuro”. 

 

La struttura, che si propone come partecipata e collettiva, dovrebbe garantire di creare una 

struttura i comando unica tra le varie formazioni che animano il movimento ribelle sud-sudanese, 

che diversi analisti hanno giudicato privo di una leadership capace di far rispettare l’accordo di 

cessate-il-fuoco raggiunto a gennaio con il governo di Salva Kiir.  
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UNICEF CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION TO HELP CHILD MALNUTRITION IN 

SOUTH SUDAN 

 

UNICEF says efforts are needed to help thousands of children suffering from acute 

malnutrition in South Sudan. 

 

(12.04.2014 – AFK) 

 

The UNICEF representative to South Sudan Jonathan Veitch warned that malnutrition in South 

Sudan is on the verge of a nutrition crisis.  By the end of the year, nearly a quarter of 1 million 

children will suffer acute nutrition deficiency if more is not done now, Xinhua reported. 

 

“Sadly, worse is yet to come. If conflict continues, and farmers miss the planting season, we will 

see child malnutrition on a scale never before experienced here,” Veitch said in a statement 

Saturday. 

 

And if not given treatment immediately, around 50,000 children under the age of five will die, the 

representative said. 

More than 3.7 million people, including almost 740,000 children under five, in South Sudan were at 

high risk of food insecurity. 
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DJIBOUTI 

FRANCE DONATES $8.3 MILLION TO AID EDUCATION IN DJIBOUTI 

 

The French Development Agency (AFD) has signed a financial agreement worth $8.3 

million (1.5 billion francs) to support education and vocational training in Djibouti, 

Djibouti's La Nation reported Thursday (April 10th). 

 

(12.04.2014 – Sahabi) 

 

After the agreement was signed, Djiboutian Minister of National Education and Vocational Training 

Elmi Djama Okieh received AFD's Africa Director Yves Boudot for further talks on the 

implementation of the project, which is due to start at the end of April. 

"Education is one of the two pillars of concentration of AFD operations in Djibouti, the second being 

urban development," Boudot said. "We are delighted to have this new programme as part of the 

suite and co-ordinating with the previous one, namely the Education for All Project Djibouti." 

The grant is intended to help reform and update the curriculum of primary and secondary 

education, provide vocational training in line with the demands of the labour market, and 

strengthen institutional capacity. 
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AFRICA 

 

BANCA D’INVESTIMENTO TEDESCA ACQUISTA QUOTE IN ASSICURAZIONE 

REGIONALE 

 

(11.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica)  

 

A.ORIENTALE/A.AUSTRALE – La Deutsche Investitions- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft (DEG), una 

sussidiaria dell’istituto di credito para-governativo KfW, ha acquistato una partecipazione pari 

all’11% del capitale della compagnia di riassicurazione ZEP-RE, che opera nei paesi membri del 

Mercato comune dell’Africa orientale e australe (Comesa). 

 

A darne notizia sono i media economici etiopi e keniani, specificando che l’accordo ha un valore 

economico pari a poco più di 10 milioni di euro. In seguito all’acquisto delle quote, la DEG sarà 

anche rappresentata nel consiglio d’assicurazione della compagnia di riassicurazione, che ha la sua 

sede a Nairobi in Kenya e dispone di uffici regionali a Douala in Camerun, a Lusaka in Zambia, ad 

Harare in Zimbabwe e Khartoum in Sudan. 

 

La DEG è il secondo istituto bancario internazionale ad entrare nel capitale sociale della ZEP-RE, 

dopo la Banca africana di sviluppo (AfDB) che dal 2011 detiene una quota del 13%. Fondata nel 

1990, la ZEP-RE è partecipata dai paesi membri della Comesa, da diverse compagnie di 

assicurazione locali statali e private e dalla Banca di sviluppo dell’Africa australe ed orientale.  
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EXPERTS URGE AFRICAN NATIONS TO BE TOUGH ON MULTINATIONALS 

 

The continent has lost USD 1.3 trillion to capital flight in a decade 

 

(12.04.2014 – The Reporter) 

 

Since the turn of the century, Africa has been at great risk of losing most of its valuable financial 

capital to advanced nations, and the giant multinationals appear to be at the center of the story 

with their clever little schemes including transfer pricing and tax havens. Now, experts are advising 

to go tough on these companies before things start to go downhill. 

 

Experts indicate some 39 poor African countries are in danger due to massive capital flight and that 

they are worsening by day.  

At a high level seminar jointly organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA) and African Economic Research Consortium (AERC,) held on Wednesday and Thursday, a 

number of experts urged African nations to wake up and smell the coffee. Léonce Ndikumana, 

professor at the university of Massachusetts, is convinced that it is time to apply tougher measures 

against multinationals that are masterminding capital flights across the continent, mainly through 

transfer pricing and tax havens. According to Ndikumana, between the years of 1970 and 2010, 39 

African nations lost USD 1.3 trillion dollars to capital flight.  

 

Carlos Lopes, UN under-secretary general and executive secretary of ECA, on his part, says Africa 

has USD 31 billion funding deficits for infrastructure. And, Lopes went on to say, “The biggest 

tragedy is the fact that African countries are denied of resources necessary to meet their 

development needs.” Based on AERC’s estimate, Lopes projects that if the funds leaving Africa 

illicitly were to remain in the continent, the capital stock would have expanded by over 60 percent 

and per capita GDP by over 15 percent than the current average.  

 

Professor Lemma Woldesenbet, executive director of the AERC, told reporters that multinational 

companies operating in the continent are the ones behind the massive capital outflow aggravating 

the illicit money leaving Africa every year. Multinational companies are manipulating resources and 

one of the ways they were able to do that was using a scheme dubbed transfer pricing. What they  
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do, according to the professor, is overstate their debts on their other accounts to a level where it 

will be more than their equity so as to facilitate capital flight across the continent.  

 

Though most of the researched data and figures referred to by experts seem a bit outdated, it was 

more than enough to exert pressure on governments to step up and put preventive measures in 

place. Ndikumana believes that it is up to the African heads of state to sit down and discuss with 

their western counterparts to curb the situation before it gets out of hand.  

 

Ndikumana indicated that even at times when Africa is swarmed with foreign debts, thanks to 

capital flight, it stands as a net creditor to the rest of the world. Capital flight did not become a 

chronic problem until later in the 2000s, a time when economic growth across the continent started 

to gain acclamation. However, that economic growth and comparative stability is heavily scrutinized 

by scholars like Ndikumana. He questions how Africa, after being stable and steadily growing, 

stands to lose more capital each year. 

 

Scholars are worried since capital flight, both financial and human, are increasingly leaving the 

continent. To make things worse, most resource-rich countries are vulnerable to higher rates of 

capital flights in the face of higher levels of poverty; with the most exemplary nation being the 

newly-born South Sudan.   

 

As far as estimates of AERC go, if countries like Ethiopia cannot do anything about capital flight, the 

declining levels of poverty have a real chance of resurfacing in no more than one year’s time. 

Ethiopia has been one of the nations’ listed as victims of capital flight, losing tens of billions of USD 

in the last decade.   

 

Among the distinguished scholars, Abi Kedir Mamo (Ph.D.), a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

in the field of economics, was one Ethiopian who took part in AERC’s initiative to write a book about 

the capital outflow.   
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EVENTI   

Scontro Di Civilta’ Per Un Ascensore A Piazza Vittorio – Martedi 15 Aprile 2014 - 

Istituto Italiano Di Cultura – Addis Abeba 

 

Movie by Isotta Toso, Italy, 2010, 98 min, English Subtitles, Auditorium IIC at 6.30 pm.  

 

  


