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ETHIOPIA: URGENT ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 

 

(10.04.2014 – All Africa)  

 

Addis Ababa/Paris/New York — Tens of thousands of refugees who have fled violence and 

deprivation in South Sudan and sought refuge in camps in Ethiopia's Gambella region are faced with 

a lack of water, food, and sanitation and are suffering from a range of emergency medical 

conditions, including highly infectious measles, the international medical humanitarian organization 

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) said today. 

 

80,000 refugees 

An estimated 80,000 refugees who escaped violence, persecution and food shortages in Jonglei, 

Upper Nile, and Unity States in South Sudan have arrived in Ethiopia over recent months. Within 

weeks, the combined refugees' populations could swell to 140,000 people. Levels of humanitarian 

assistance in the camps are already far from covering the needs. At least 1,000 new refugees arrive 

in Ethiopia daily, with many suffering from respiratory infections, diarrhea and malaria, all linked to 

the difficult conditions during their exile from South Sudan and the living conditions in the transit 

sites and in the camps. Children are especially at risk, with hundreds already under treatment for 

measles. 

 

Mortality rate above emergency levels 

"We estimate that the mortality rate in children under five remains above emergency levels in 

Letchuor camp, due largely to high rates of malnutrition and measles" said Antoine Foucher, MSF's 

head of mission in Ethiopia. "While the provision of assistance has improved, it is hardly keeping up 

with the continued influx of refugees. The current response is running behind the needs, and it is 

critical to boost the response to improve health conditions ahead of the rainy season," he said. 

While the provision of assistance has improved, it is hardly keeping up with the continued influx of 

refugees. 

 

Antoine Foucher, MSF's head of mission in Ethiopia 

MSF, in coordination with the Ethiopian Administration for Refugees & Returnees Affairs (ARRA), 

has raced to provide medical assistance to the vulnerable refugees who have walked up to three  
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weeks to reach Ethiopia. The organization has set up mobile clinics at the border in Tiergol and 

Pagak, outpatient services and a 65-bed inpatient facility in Letchuor, a camp with 40,000 people, 

and a 75-bed inpatient facility in Itang, close to Kule camp. 

 

Aid must be increased before onset of rainy season 

MSF teams have so far conducted 8,633 medical consultations, admitted 160 patients, and provided 

intensive nutrition care to 130 children. High numbers of children are suffering from measles, 

despite the administration of vaccinations at the border. MSF teams have treated more than 500 

children with measles, including 47 who required intensive care and hospitalization. MSF is also 

providing latrines in the Pagak and Kule camps, where it is also treating water. 

Aid must be significantly increased before the onset of the rainy season, which will only worsen the 

already dire living conditions, MSF said. 

MSF has worked in Ethiopia since 1984, and currently runs projects in Amhara, Benishangul, 

Gambella, Oromia, SNNPR and the Somali region. 
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ETHIOPIA, CHINA KEEN TO FURTHER BOOST BILATERAL ECONOMIC 

COOPERATION 

Ethiopia and China on Wednesday expressed commitment to further boost 

bilateral economic cooperation between the two countries. 

 

 (10.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

The 8th session of the Ethio-China joint commission meeting on Economic, Scientific and 

Technical Cooperation and Trade was convened on Wednesday on the premises of the 

Ethiopian Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED) in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. 

The meeting reviewed the development of cooperation between the two countries on 

diversified fields as trade, investment and financing, infrastructure and industrial zone since 

the last session of the joint commission. 

Both sides have expressed their satisfaction at the results achieved and also demonstrated 

common aspiration for further enhancement of the friendly cooperation on the basis of 

equality, trust and mutual benefit. 

The two sides have also signed documents of the meeting that discussed many areas of 

cooperation towards further advancing the cooperation between the two countries. 

Ahmed Shide, Ethiopian State Minister of MoFED, and Zhang Xiangchen, Chinese Assistant 

Minister of Commerce, told the press after the meeting that the two sides have held fruitful 

discussions on many areas of cooperation. 

The two officials expressed the commitment of their respective countries to further 

strengthen the overall cooperation between Ethiopia and China. 

Zhang noted that the two sides have dwelt upon all areas of cooperation and reached 

consensus to enhance the cooperation between the two countries. 

He stated that China is keen to further strengthen and promote its overall cooperation with 

Ethiopia. 
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The Ethiopian state minister on his part noted that during the 8th session of the joint 

commission, the two sides have discussed different areas of cooperation including 

infrastructure, agriculture, and also social areas among others. 

He said that they have agreed to advance the cooperation in many areas between the two 

countries. 

Speaking at the opening of the meeting, the state minister noted that China as one of 

major development partners, has contributed to the development achievements Ethiopia 

has registered. 

He said China has provided loans to Ethiopia for the implementation of projects, including 

roads, energy sector, railways, sugar factories, water supply, airport and telecom 

expansion. 

Regarding future cooperation between the two countries, the state minister also said 

Ethiopia has prepared a draft comprehensive framework agreement that highlights 

indicative priority areas. 
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DEFENSE MINISTRY FULLY PREPARED TO PROTECT THE GERD FROM ATTACK 

 

Minister of Defence, Siraj Fegessa, giving the Ministry's six-month performance report 

to Parliament this week said the country was a policy of co-existence and development 

which had shown successful results. 

 

(10.04.2014 - Walta Information Center) 

 

In implementing this policy, he said, the Ministry had signed bilateral agreements with 14 nations in 

military diplomacy. 

He said that “Giving priority to neighboring countries, we have made agreements with nations in 

the region to prepare a joint plan aimed at ensuring and safeguarding our common borders, save 

with Eritrea. The agreements include working jointly in the field of education, training, experience 

sharing, and on common issues to work together on peace and security demands in the region.” 

 

In his report, the Minister noted that the Ministry had signed an agreement with the Sudan to 

promote the common interest of the two countries and to keep all cross-border areas safe, adding 

that "we are working together to form a joint military force", to tighten security along the common 

border of the two nations from any external aggression and potential threats. 

 

Answering questions, he said the Ministry was fully prepared to protect the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam (GERD) from any possible attack, but said that he did not believe there would be 

any direct attack on the dam. (Source: MoFA) 
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ETHIOPIAN OIL MARKETER SAYS AFRICA NEEDS TO REFINE ITS OIL 

 

(10.04.2014  - Walta Information Center) 

  

Ethiopia's leading private oil marketer plans to expand into neighboring East African economies and 

is interested in part financing a refinery after commercial discoveries in the region, according to the 

Africa Report. 

Tadesse Tilahun, CEO of National Oil Ethiopia, said untapped crude deposits in Kenya and Uganda 

handed governments and investors the opportunity to construct a refinery able to compete with 

cheap imports from India, the Gulf and beyond. 

It would be in our own interest, for all countries in this area, to have a common refinery 

Doing so would help African countries extract more value from their resources and cut their import 

bills, Tadesse said. 

"Africa's demand for refined products is growing hugely because of its economic growth. The crude 

findings are also increasing. That is the opportunity," Tadesse said in Addis Ababa as part of the 

Reuters Africa Summit. 

"We want to (build) a refinery. We have already discussed this in principle with our shareholders, 

who are very much committed." 

National Oil's (NOC) shareholders include Saudi billionaire Mohammed Hussein Al Amoudi, whose 

investment portfolio in construction, gold, hotels and energy has helped amass an estimated 

fortune of over $15 billion, according to Forbes. 

Tadesse said other private and public investors would need to come on board. 

Eastern Uganda has become the latest frontier in the global hydrocarbon hunt after gas finds off 

Tanzania and Mozambique and oil discoveries in Uganda and Kenya. 

Even so, Sub-Saharan Africa faces headwinds supplying more of its own refined petroleum 

products. 

Regional cooperation and funding for oil-related infrastructure are proving slow, while foreign oil 

refiners and traders are flooding the $80 billion market with imports. 

Existing pipelines also tended to run to the coast, Tadesse said, either for the export of crude or the 

import of refined products from small-scale refineries found near ports. 

"That has to change," Tadesse said. "Refineries are now needed inland so that Africa can supply 

itself."  
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ETHIOPIA, UGANDA TO STRENGTHEN BUSINESS TIES 

 

(10.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

African to African business and investment cooperation is a yet not grown trend though regional 

economic blocs like the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) are currently 

working for a preferential arrangement to boost trade and investment between African countries. It 

is usually the Western investors that took over the intra-regional trade. 

 

Currently, however, the interest of African investors is growing to transact with neighbouring states. 

Accordingly, over 20 Ugandan investors and businessmen yesterday discussed with Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs State Minister Dawano Kedir and Ethiopian Investment Agency Director General 

Fitsum Arega possible investment and business opportunities in Ethiopia to which the Ugandans can 

go for. 

 

State Minister Dawano said there is wide room for Ugandan investors to work in Ethiopia as there is 

a similar culture and demographic nature between the two countries. The State Minister told the 

investors that Ethiopia is a country with a population of more than 90 million of which the majority 

is young and productive. 

 

He also briefed the investors on duty free incentive for prioritized areas of trade and investment 

such as importing capital goods and participating in the manufacturing industry and irrigation 

development. 

Ethiopian Investment Agency Director General Fitsum Arega also explained the group the areas of 

investment opportunities in Ethiopia. He said the investors are warmly welcome if they have interest 

in leather industry as there is a huge livestock population, agro-processing, food packaging, 

commercial farming, pharmaceuticals and textile industry. (EH) 
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ETHIOPIA AND KENYA TO SPEED UP SPECIAL STATUS AGREEMENT TO BOOST 

BUSINESS TIES 

 

(10.04.2014 - Walta Information Center) 

  

Ethiopia and Kenya plan to speed up the implementation of a Special Status Agreement (SSA) to 

improve trade and investment between one another, according to Zegabi. 

This decision was reached when a 60-member delegation from the Ethiopian private and 

government sector met with their Kenyan counterparts, reports indicate. 

The delegation from Ethiopia were reportedly visiting Kenya to explore potential business 

partnerships between the two allies. 

Speaking during an interview, Ms. Phyllis Kandie, the Cabinet Secretary for the East African 

Community, stated that Kenya seeks to venture into mutual tourism marketing with Ethiopia. 

She further stated that the move would help both nations complement what each has to offer, 

while exploiting tourist visits between the two states. Ms. Kandie added that Kenya would explore 

the possibility of training Ethiopian hospitality and tourism professionals as Kenya plans to establish 

hotels in Ethiopia. 

The signing of the bilateral agreement occurred in 2012 after the Ethiopian government lifted 

restriction on Kenyan investors. Observers say the agreement will enable Kenyan businesses access 

the Ethiopian market besides boosting trade volumes between the two states. 

During a recent state visit to Ethiopia, Kenya’s President, Uhuru Kenyatta and Ethiopia’s Prime 

Minister, Hailemariam Desalegn held a joint conference during which they commented on the 

imperativeness of reinforcing the long-standing relations between both countries. 

Meanwhile, Kenya Association of Manufacturers (KAM) has appealed to the Kenyan parliament to 

ratify the agreement, which Ethiopia reportedly approved two weeks ago. KAM’s CEO, Betty Maina 

said that the ratification of the agreement would stimulate financial growth between both nations as 

Kenyan manufacturers can establish themselves in the neighbouring market. 

On a similar note, Mr. Sisay Gemenchu, Ethiopia’s Industry Minister, stated that business-to-

business partnerships between the two nations would enhance regional trade. In 2011, the two 

states are reported to have signed an accord that created more favourable conditions for trade. 
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Mr. Gemenchu added that development of the road network between Ethiopia and Kenya would 

guarantee unhindered movement of goods. According to various sources, the special status 

agreement details numerous areas of collaboration in trade, infrastructure, and energy. 

Analysts expect the agreement to grant Kenyan companies the freedom to commence operations in 

Ethiopia once the government approves the agreement. Observers say that Ethiopia’s growth has 

stimulated the desire of local companies seeking to set up regional subsidiaries. 

Although Ethiopia ranks among the fastest growing non-oil African economies, the East African 

country reportedly poses numerous risks to investors such as weak purchasing consumer power and 

inflation stimulated by government spending. 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

UN MISSION REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING CIVILIANS AT BASES 

 

 

(09.04.2014 – Sudan Tribune) 

 

 

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) said today that since the hostilities 

that erupted between the Government and opposition forces last December, an average of 

75,000 civilians have found refuge from violence in UN bases across the country. 

In a news release, the Mission also notes that currently, some 67,000 internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) are seeking protection at 8 of its protection sites, notably in Juba and 

Malakal. 

The Mission notes that none of those sites were designed to host IDPs, let alone in such 

huge numbers, and "with space per person reaching less than a tenth of what is 

recommended by minimum humanitarian standards, the risk of disease outbreaks remains 

extremely high." 

UNMISS says that it has been particularly concerned with the congestion in the Juba 

Tomping and Malakal sites since the beginning of the crisis. 

In addition to providing shelter, UNMISS and its partners are also working to improve the 

water and sanitation situation in order to mitigate the public health risks arising from 

overcrowding and scorching temperatures. 

The Mission has negotiated with the South Sudanese authorities' access to more land to 

accommodate the displaced and is building additional new compounds aimed at the 

protection of civilians in Bor, Juba, and Malakal. However, these projects have been 

significantly delayed due to ongoing insecurity in Malakal, and limited availability of 

engineering capacity. 

The first heavy rains in the beginning of March, revealed the inevitable deterioration of 

living conditions, prompting UNMISS and its partners to accelerate steps to decongest the  
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camps, improve sanitation, and conduct scenario planning to address any outbreaks of any 

deadly diseases. 

In order to avert any health crises, IDPs in the Tomping site are being internally relocated 

to areas that are not prone to floods and gradually moved to alternative sites as they are 

completed. 

The Tomping site should be closing in May, when the new camp in the Jebel area is 

expected to be ready, says the Mission. 

Overall, about a million people in South Sudan have been forced from their homes due to 

the conflict. The UN continues to advocate with the country's authorities for political and 

security solutions that will allow the displaced to return to their homes or seek abode in any 

other part of the country. 
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AFRICA  

OWNED PRIVATE EQUITY FUNDS GOOD TO FIGHT CAPITAL FLIGHT FROM THE 

CONTINENT 

(10.04.2014 – All Africa) 

 

Speaking at a seminar on Capital Flight and Tax Havens in Africa that opened in Addis 

Ababa, on Wednesday April 9th, Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary of the Economic 

Commission for Africa has called on countries to tackle the issue with a sense of urgency. 

"Africa is not waiting for better times - we have to build the better times now," stated Mr. 

Carlos Lopes. 

Capital flight represents a direct loss of domestic capital and highlights the effects of the 

country's policy distortions on investment and "the factors that fuel it, such as real 

exchange rate overvaluation have to be central in the discussion," Lopes said, adding the 

need to scale up Africa-owned private equity funds and other financial services that can 

encourage capital to remain in Africa 

"Compared to a decade ago, today, there is a thriving private equity industry in Africa, 

valued at approximately $30 billion," he said; and added that there are up to 38 private 

equity funds which are invested in infrastructure in Africa including toll roads, dams, and 

airports. He told the meeting that for the past four years private equity funds have 

outperformed listed stocks and that in the boom years of 2006 to 2008, private equity in 

Africa amounted to approximately US$6.4billion. 

"Nevertheless, while FDI through Private Equity has been rising in Africa, the continent still 

only attracts a small share of global equity funds," he said. 

e explained that these funds are relatively low and concentrated in a few countries, mainly 

South Africa at 53%, Egypt, Mauritius and Morocco at 8%, Nigeria at 5%, and a few 

sectors such as business services, information technology, industrial products and telecom, 

media and communications. "The trends demonstrate the persistent attractiveness of 

extractive industries, which account for nearly 46% of all cross-border mergers & 

acquisitions in Africa by private equity firms over the last 4 years," he said. 

He also highlighted the emergence of African bonds in the international bond market. "in 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and Zambia, Infrastructure Bonds issues were  
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recently oversubscribed by up to 15 times." He said that these bonds could perform better 

with superior returns, low borrowing costs, appropriate fiscal incentives, and credit 

guarantee facilities to protect against default. 

"As many of these are likely to be trans-boundary projects, African countries should 

coordinate efforts to deepen these bond markets and incentivize capital to stay in African 

countries," he said and proposed an African Credit Guarantee Facility (ACGF) which would 

back African companies by guaranteeing the bonds they issue, and thereby build investor 

confidence to invest in the activities of these companies. 

Mr. Lopes further called for the promotion of Regional Stock Exchanges to provide avenues 

for money generated in Africa to facilitate development financing on the continent. "Studies 

are increasingly showing that Africa provides superior returns to investment than in most 

regions," he said. He proposed that new Public-Private Partnership financing models should 

be explored to entice private investors with investing their resources in viable high return 

projects and stressed the need for trans-boundary coordination at a continental and global 

level. 

"The value chain of illicit flow of funds often involves money being spirited out of a country 

through third countries, usually tax havens and financial secrecy jurisdictions, before it gets 

to its final destinations," he said adding: "Individual responses to capital flight are not 

adequate, not even for the most developed countries with full fledged security systems," 

and that responses must focus on global drivers which can assist with the framework for 

developing regional and national security and enforcement strategies and mechanisms. The 

Seminar is jointly organized by the Nairobi-headquartered, African Economic Research 

Consortium and the Economic Commission for Africa. Present at the Seminar were expert 

analysts and economists from around Africa and Prof. Lemma Senbet, Executive Director of 

the AERC. 
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AFRICA: ITALY ALARMED OVER BOAT MIGRANT INFLUX 

 

(9.04.2014 - All Africa) 

 

Italy says 4,000 boat migrants have made landings "non-stop" along its shores or have 

been rescued by ships over the past two days. Interior Minister Angelino Alfano has urged 

the EU to "take the situation in hand." 

Italy said on Wednesday that bids by thousands of boat migrants to cross the 

Mediterranean from northern Africa had become "glaring" with many more waiting in Libya. 

Interior Minister Angelino Alfano said that two merchant ships had rescued two boatloads 

carrying 300 and 361 people early on Wednesday. At least one dead body was discovered 

on board, he said. 

Alfano demanded that the EU do more than just hand funds to its border agency Frontex. 

"There are death merchants who profit from this human trafficking and who send out 

requests for help just 30 to 40 miles after leaving the Libyan coasts," Alfano said. 

Policy overhaul awaited 

Late last year, Italy began a naval operation to spot migrant boats in transit after more 

than 400 migrants from Eritrea and Syria perished just off Italy's southern-most island of 

Lampedusa. 

That tragedy prompted calls for an overhaul of European migration and asylum policies, 

which culminated at an EU-Africa summit in Brussels last week in joint promises to try new 

approaches. 

The EU and the African Union said they would "upscale efforts" to tackle "irregular 

migration" by focusing instead on development and education in Africa, combined with 

crackdowns on people traffickers. 

 

Thousands perished 

Migrant advocacy groups estimate that between 17,000 and 20,000 migrants have died at 

sea while trying to reach "fortress Europe" in the past 20 years. 

Alfano estimated that so far this year 15,000 migrants had been rescued. 
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An estimated 1,000 have already reached Spain in the first three months of this year 

crossing from Morocco into two Spanish enclaves in northern Africa - Melilla and Ceuta. 

Migrants from central and western Africa converged on Morocco and then tried to scale the 

enclaves' high barbed-wire fences, often enduring deep cuts to their hands and feet. 

"As long as there is such a big difference in wealth and there are problems in Africa, there 

will always be immigration," said Adil Akkid of the Moroccan Assocation of Human Rights. 

Last week, Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy called for "greater commitment" to deal 

with pressure on Ceuta and Melilla. 

Once on European territory, would-be migrants face repatriation or often long procedural 

waits if they apply for asylum. 
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AFRICA: CARBON GRAB - THE NEXT NATURAL RESOURCE DILEMMA? 

 

( 10.04.2014 - All Africa)  

 

A Washington-based human rights organization warns of an unprecedented "carbon grab" by 

governments and investors that will infringe upon the rights of indigenous peoples in low- and 

middle-income countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa. 

Research conducted by the Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI) reveals that there are no laws to 

guarantee that indigenous peoples and local communities will benefit from the global trade of 

carbon credits as nations cope with carbon emissions that impact global climate change. As 

deforestation threatens the livelihoods of remote forested regions, governments and investors may 

profit while rural communities suffer. 

"Carbon grab is sort of an offset of land grabbing," says Alexandre Corriveau-Bourque, the lead 

researcher for the RRI study. He explained that any sort of grab of a resource is based on the idea 

that the rights of local communities are not necessarily respected. 

The RRI study cites countries along the Congo Basin and those in Southeast Asia and Indonesia as 

prime examples where national governments claim ownership rights over their forest land. Between 

them, these countries collectively boast the world's largest rainforests and wealth derived from 

lumber and soil. 

"A lot of research shows that conflict over the right to use and own natural resources, especially 

forestry resources - it's actually a major driver of deforestation. So the point that this research 

makes is that if efforts are made to further clarify the local lands rights, it will actually be a useful 

tool to reduce those conflicts over land and forests," emphasized Corriveau-Bourque. 

Deforestation and lower carbons emissions 

The UN and the World Bank seek to address the issues of carbon grabs in the new era of carbon 

credit trading. As a result, the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 

(REDD+) program was created at the 2007 climate change talks in Bali to respond to deforestation 

and forest degradation. 

Corriveau-Bourque says while carbon-grabbing is a global issue, it is not necessarily a bad thing for 

communities. "It's just that currently our research shows that the institutions are not necessarily in 

place to make sure that these transactions happen in an equitable manner. " 
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Delegates at 2013 climate talks in Warsaw agreed that REDD+ could move forward with carbon 

trading as long as the carbon rights of indigenous peoples were safeguarded. Corriveau-Bourque 

says those safeguards - which include a process for filing grievances - need to be implemented. 

Accelerate recognition for indigenous 

RRI now argues in the recently released report that the REDD+ initiatives have so far failed to 

reverse the slowdown in rights recognition for indigenous peoples. 

REDD+'s senior officer Thais Linhares-Juvenal wrote in reply, "REDD+'s readiness has provided a 

positive environment for the advancement of tenure and rights by requesting developing countries 

to engage with indigenous peoples, local communities and civil society in REDD discussions." 

Corriveau-Bourque says more needs to be done to ensure a fair allocation of the benefits from 

these resources. "The trend across the world is that currently there aren't sufficient reforms to 

clarify who has the rights of carbon, and the legal frameworks do not necessarily attract the 

necessary regulations to make sure that these things take place without abuses." 
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PETROLIO, SOCIETÀ ETIOPE PUNTA A ESPANDERSI NELLA REGIONE  

 

(10.04.2014 - Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

A.ORIENTALE – La principale società petrolifera etiope, la National Oil Ethiopia (NOC), ha rivelato 

l’intenzione di espandere le proprie attività nei paesi vicini dell’Africa orientale e manifestato 

l’interesse a partecipare al finanziamento per costruire una raffineria nella regione. 

A dirlo è stato l’amministratore delegato della società, Tadesse Tilahun, nel corso di un incontro 

organizzato ad Addis Abeba dall’agenzia di stampa internazionale Reuters. 

In seguito alle recenti scoperte di petrolio in Kenya e Uganda, la NOC si appresta ad acquisire quote 

di partecipazione in alcuni progetti estrattivi, anche se Tadesse non ha specificato ulteriormente. 

La società ha inoltre avviato una serie di colloquio per verificare a possibilità di contribuire 

finanziariamente alla costruzione di una raffineria petrolifera, per la cui realizzazione viene richiesta 

la partecipazione anche di altri investitori pubblici e privati. 

“La domanda di prodotti petroliferi raffinati in Africa è in costante aumento a causa della sua 

crescita economica – ha detto Tadesse – Al tempo stesso sono state realizzate importanti scoperte 

di giacimenti di greggio: le due cose insieme rappresentano un opportunità molto importante”. 

Fondata nel 2004, la NOC è controllata in parte dal governo etiope e in parte da investitori privati 

nazionali e internazionali, soprattutto sauditi. In un mercato fortemente controllato dallo stato, la 

società opera soprattutto vendendo prodotti petroliferi e detiene 115 stazioni di servizio sparse in 

tutto il paese. 

 

 


