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ETHIOPIA  

EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA'S FMS DISCUSS RENAISSANCE DAM IN BRUSSELS 

 

 (02.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

The two African foreign ministers had a 'frank and open discussion' that included Ethiopia's Grand 

Renaissance Dam, a source of contention between the two countries, Ahram Online reported.  

Egypt's foreign minister Nabil Fahmy met on Wednesday with his Ethiopian counterpart Tedros 

Adhanom at the two-day EU-Africa summit in Brussels. 

According to Al-Ahram's Arabic news website, Fahmy said that his meeting with Adhanom included 

"a frank and open discussion" on the stance of both Egypt and Ethiopia regarding different matters 

that concerns both states, including the water of the Nile and the Grand Renaissance Dam (GDM). 

No further details were released from the meeting. 

Ethiopia’s planned GDM is expected to be the largest hydroelectric dam on the continent, with 16 

turbines, two of which would generate 375mw of power each.The dam has been a source of 

concern for Egypt, who worries its share of the Nile's water would be negatively impacted. 

Both Egypt and Ethiopia have engaged in negotiations on the dam but to no avail, with Ethiopia 

insisting the dam won't affect Egypt's water supply and Egypt arguing that not enough research has 

been conducted on the possible impact of the dam. 

The two African countries along with Sudan had previously formed a tripartite technical committee 

to study the possible impacts of the dam and to attempt to generate consensus on the project. 
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PREMIER PRAISES SUCCESS ATTAINED IN AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

 

(02.04.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn praised the success gained in improving agricultural 

productivity during the past three and half years of the GTP period, which stemmed from the use of 

modern technology by farmers. 

 

In an exclusive interview with WIC recently PM Hailemariam said the achievement is the result of 

the right policies and directions put in place by the government. 

 

The directions that EPRDF forwarded during its 9th Organizational Conference held in Bahir Dar 

town last year to improve productivity have borne fruit, he said.  

During the past years, a lot has been done to introduce new agricultural technologies to farmers, he 

added.   

According to the premier, favorable condition that would help farmers to harvest three times a year 

using irrigation development will be created, thus ensuring sustainability of productivity. 

The premier added that efforts would also be made to improve productivity of framers over the 

coming harvest season by scaling up best practices and using agricultural inputs.  

Agriculture is one of the sectors given due attention in the Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) 

period in order make poverty history, he pointed out. 
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INDIA'S ALLANA TO BUILD ETHIOPIA MEAT PROCESSING PLANT 

 

The $20-million plant, which will have the capacity to produce 75 tons of meat every day, is 

scheduled to start functioning by September of this year. 

 

(01.04.2014 - World Bulletin) 

 

Leading Indian meat processing company Allana Group plans to build a meat processing plant in 

Ethiopia, an Industry Ministry spokesman said Monday. 

The plant will be built in Zeway town, 160 km southeast of capital Addis Ababa, Melaku Taye, the 

ministry's corporate communications director, told Anadolu Agency on Monday. 

"The company has already received 72 hectares of land [on which] to construct the plant, which will 

contribute… to Ethiopia's ongoing efforts to maximize benefit from its livestock, which is the largest 

in Africa," Taye said. 

The $20-million plant, which will have the capacity to produce 75 tons of meat every day, is 

scheduled to start functioning by September of this year, he added. 

According to Taye, Allana Group is also looking into the possibility of building two additional plants 

in eastern and southeastern Ethiopia. 

"These areas are blessed with abundant livestock resources and are suitable for meat processing," 

he said. 

Established in 1865, Allana Group – known in India as Allana Sons – is a major exporter of frozen 

halal buffalo meat, coffee, fruit and other foodstuffs. 
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HIV/AIDS INFECTION RATE DROPS IN ETHIOPIA 

 

 (31.03.2014 – Walta Information Center) 

 

The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate has drastically dropped in Ethiopia in 2013, an Ethiopian official said 

Saturday. 

"Currently, 734,000 people are living with HIV in the country," Asfaw Degefu, the public relation 

chief of the federal HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Office (HAPCO), told Anadolu Agency. 

Asfaw said that HIV prevalence rate in Ethiopia dropped from 2.1 percent to 1.3 percent in 2013. 

"The fall in prevalence resulted from the government-led multi-sectoral HIV/AIDS prevention 

activities," he said. 

Over 316,000 Ethiopians living with HIV benefit from anti-retroviral therapy (ART), which the 

government provides free of charge. 

The HAPCO official said that Ethiopia had the highest number of HIV/AIDS infection a decade ago. 

"But the rate of HIV infection among adults has been reduced by 90 percent between 2001 and 

2011," he added. 

Asfaw said Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) and ART services are expanding across the 

country. 

"There were only three ART centers in 2001 but the number has now increased to 838 and VCT 

rose to 2896 from 638," he added. 

Over 90 million condoms are sold annually across the Horn of Africa nation. 

A recent government document has found that comprehensive knowledge of AIDS is uncommon in 

Ethiopia. 

According to the document, some 90 percent of women and 32 percent of men have 

comprehensive knowledge of transmission and prevention methods of HIV. 

According to Asfaw, Ethiopia employs over 38,000 health agents in rural areas to prevent HIV, 

Malaria and TB. 

"Harmful traditional practices, multiple sex partners, unsafe sex and mother- to- child HIV 

transmission are the main causes for the spread of HIV," he said. 

HIV was first reported in Ethiopia in 1984. (worldbulletin.net) 
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ETHIOPIA LAUNCHES CLIMATE INNOVATION CENTRE 

 

(02.04.2014 – Ventures Africa)  

 

Climate Innovation Centre (CIC), a clean technology revolution, has started operations in Ethiopia 

and is expected to deploy and develop climate friendly technologies. 

Spearheaded by Infodev, a global innovation program by World Bank, Ethiopia CIC was established 

in December 2013 and launched with the support of a $5million grant agreement between the 

World Bank and the Addis-Ababa University. 

The purpose of the centre is to drive innovative solutions to climate change through the provision of 

financial support and mentorship to local climate entrepreneurs specialized in energy efficiency, 

biofuels, renewable energy and agribusiness. 

Over the next ten years, Ethiopia CIC is expected to support over 200 technologically driven climate 

ventures with the provision of about 12,000 jobs. 

It is also expected to help over 3 million Ethiopians adapt to climate change, boost access to energy 

for 265,000 people and increase agricultural practices for 120,000 farmers. 

According to experts, lack of proper green energy strategy will lead to adaptation expense that will 

cost Ethiopia $5.84 billion yearly. The Ethiopian government is expected to work closely with the 

CIC with respect to the strategies outlined by the Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE). 

CIC is a brainchild of Infodev’s Climate Technology Program which is creating a network of CICs all 

over the world so as to encourage a pro-active participation of countries in the ongoing global clean 

technology, thus reducing harmful emissions. 

The first CIC in Africa was opened in Kenya and others are being established in South Africa, Ghana 

and Morocco 
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DJIBOUTI 

DJIBOUTI A KEY BASE FOR US AFRICA OPERATIONS 

 

 (01.04.2014 – Enca) 

 

The Navy Riverines, American sailors who are part of the United States' growing joint task force in 

the Horn of Africa, monitor vessels leaving Djibouti's harbour for the potentially dangerous waters 

of the Gulf of Aden, as well as those entering the port. 

Petty Officer Mike Emory of the US Navy said they are on the lookout for anything that tries to get 

within reach of the ship they are protecting. 

Americans have been based here for 10 years, but have operated mostly quietly and outside the 

public eye. 

But recent events that threatened American lives, such as the US embassy attack in Benghazi, 

Libya, and the more recent siege of Nairobi's Westgate Mall, have altered their mission dramatically. 

Horn of Africa Task Force Commander General Wayne Grigsby says, "We are building an 

environment that won't allow violent extremists to survive in East Africa." 

The American troops are skilled in counter-insurgency, after spending years in Afghanistan and 

Iraq. So, they have a lot to teach the AU force in Somalia. 

And with Somalia just next door, and Yemen a short boat trip across the Gulf, Djibouti has clearly 

fast become a key strategic location for US troops and their African allies. 
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SOUTH SUDAN 

COLLOQUI TRA GOVERNO E RIBELLI SOSPESI FINO A FINE MESE 

 

SUD SUDAN – Sono stati sospesi fino alla fine di aprile, i colloqui ad Addis Abeba tra le delegazioni 

del governo sud-sudanese e delle forze ribelli. 

 

(03.04.2014 – Notiziario Infoafrica) 

 

A renderlo noto è stato un portavoce dei ribelli, motivando la decisione della sospensione con 

l’impossibilità di trovare un accordo su chi potesse partecipare ai negoziati destinati ad individuare 

una soluzione alla crisi politica ed ai combattimenti cominciata a metà dicembre e che hanno 

causato più di 10.000 vittime. 

Al centro dello stallo è l’insistenza da parte del governo a non voler la partecipazione di sette ex-

funzionari dell’esecutivo che erano stati arrestati all’inizio della crisi con l’accusa di essere 

responsabili del tentativo di colpo di stato in corso e che furono poi liberati a fine gennaio e 

consegnati al governo del Kenya. 

La notizia della sospensione dei negoziati di Addis Abeba è stata confermata anche dall’Autorità 

inter-governativa per lo sviluppo (IGAD), che si occupa di portare avanti la mediazione tra le due 

parti e che aveva dichiarato nelle settimane scorse come la partecipazione dei sette ex-prigionieri 

fosse necessaria. 

Le due fazioni in lotta avevano siglato un accordo per il cessate-il-fuoco a gennaio, ma nonostante 

tale accordo i combattimenti non si sono mai interrotti. Secondo le agenzie delle Nazioni Unite, 

dall’inizio del conflitto sarebbero già più di un milione le persone costrette ad abbandonare le 

proprie abitazioni e circa 3,7 milioni di persone sono in una situazione di grave insicurezza 

alimentare. [MV] 
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UNHCR, KHARTOUM DISAGREE OVER SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEES 

 

(03.04.2014 – Sudan Tribune) 

 

The United Nations office in Sudan has disclosed disagreement between the UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Sudanese government on the description of the South Sudanese 

citizens who fled to Sudan due to the ongoing conflict in the newborn state. 

Khartoum since the start of South Sudanese crisis last December refuses to describe them as 

refugees saying they will be considered as Sudanese citizens and are free to settle where they 

want, but at the same time it refuses to establish refugees camps near the border fearing that 

rebels seek refuges there. 

UN Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator, Ali Al-Za’atari, warned in a press 

conference on Wednesday against a catastrophe in the event that the number of South Sudanese 

citizens living on the borders reaches 150.000 people. 

He stressed in a press conference in Khartoum on Wednesday that the number of South Sudanese 

who fled to Sudanese territory is between 27.000 to 50.000 people, saying the Sudanese 

government refuses to describe the southerners as refugees while demanding humanitarian 

assistance for them. 

"How can we offer them assistance if they are not refugees", he said. 

He asserted that a refugee is defined by certain criteria, saying the Sudanese government can deal 

with them as brothers but we consider them refugees. 

Al-Za’atari underscored that Khartoum must look at this issue in a logical and objective way 

particularly as the two sides are bound by international laws and regulations in this regard, saying 

description of the fleeing southerners as refugees would enable them to secure the necessary 

funding from donors. 

"We currently help the southerners from the fund which must be allocated to Sudanese areas", he 

added. 

Al-Za’atari further said they requested $48 million to meet requirements of South Sudanese fleeing 

to Sudan, pointing the hosting country and the UNHCR must issue a joint appeal in order to get that 

fund. 
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He however disclosed that a committee was formed in order to settle the dispute between the 

Sudanese government and the UNHCR. 

Meanwhile, the Sudanese government maintained its sovereign right to not consider the 

southerners who live within its territory as refugees. 

Sudan’s humanitarian aid commissioner, Suleiman Abdel-Rahman, for his part said the hosting 

country has the legal right to grant the description of a refugee or offer full citizenship status. 

He stressed the Sudanese president Omer Al-Bashir directed the concerned bodies to treat South 

Sudanese fleeing the ongoing conflict as Sudanese citizens, not refugees, stressing the presidential 

directive could be reviewed if the number of southerners increased significantly. 
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AFRICA  

REALITY CHECK FOR INVESTORS IN AFRICAN GROWTH STORY 

 

 [Approfondimento pubblicato il 23 marzo scorso dal quotidiano 'Financial Times' a firma di Javier 

Blas, corrispondente dall'Africa del giornale economico londinese] 

 

(3.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

  

South of the Sahara, economies have flourished over the past decade, earning the continent the 

name “Africa Rising”.  But growing pains are clouding the short-term outlook for a region that has 

become a magnet for foreign investors. 

On the surface, all looks well. Regional growth is expected to rise to 6% this year from 5% in 2013, 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates, making it second only to developing Asia in pace 

of expansion. Inflation remains under control, having stabilised last year at 5.5%, compared with 

47.4% 20 years ago. 

But hitherto rising African stars, including Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda and Zambia, are experiencing 

economic, social or political troubles — or a combination of all three. 

Add to this the turbulence in emerging markets as the US Federal Reserve tapers its monetary 

stimulus, and a Chinese slowdown that has triggered a decline in commodity prices, and the 

investment community has to be asking itself if it got carried away. 

“With global monetary conditions set to tighten over the coming years, investors are now paying 

closer attention to the region’s vulnerabilities,” said Shilan Shah, Africa economist at Capital 

Economics consultants. “Some countries may now be required to tighten policy in line with rising 

global interest rates, leading to a period of softer growth.” 

Sub-Saharan Africa was one of the big beneficiaries of the search for yield. This enabled the 

continent as a whole to issue a record $10bn in US dollar-denominated sovereign bonds in 2013, up 

from $1bn a decade earlier. 

Although investors have held onto this dollar-denominated debt, capital inflows to local currency 

debt markets have slowed. This year, as US tapering started, the Nigerian naira, Ghanaian cedi and 

Zambian kwacha hit record lows. South Africa’s central bank raised rates to bolster the falling rand. 

Zambia and Ghana also tightened monetary policy to counter rising inflation and depreciating 

currencies. As capital flows slowed, economic policy flaws emerged. 
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Commodities are a big revenue source, but the price of copper, for example, has fallen to less than 

$6,500/ton, down more than a third from a 2011 peak of $10,190. 

Willard Manungo, secretary of finance in Zimbabwe, which mines platinum and diamonds, warned: 

“If commodities prices come down [further], we will have a problem.” 

As Bank of Zambia official Kanguya Mayondi pointed out, capital inflows have “played an important 

role in financing” current accounts. Indeed, the aggregated current-account deficit of the region is 

expected to hit 4.1% of GDP this year, up from 1.6% a decade ago. The number masks bigger 

individual deficits, such as in Ghana and Uganda, forecast to reach 10.7% and 13.9% respectively. 

Meanwhile, normalisation of interest rates globally will force governments and companies to pay 

higher rates to attract foreign investment. 

The complex trends are challenging policymakers to tackle lingering problems if they want to move 

forward from being designated risky frontier markets. 

Nigeria is a good example: its economic growth remains robust, and the IMF has forecast that it will 

accelerate to 7.3% this year, up from 6.4% in 2013. But the recent suspension of Lamido Sanusi, 

the central bank governor, after he exposed an alleged multibillion-dollar hole in the oil account has 

unsettled investors. 

South African finance minister Pravin Gordhan remains optimistic about the outlook for the 

continent, thanks to its billion-strong pool of consumers. He concedes, however: “You are going to 

have dips in the curve every now and again.” 

Short-term flows into debt markets might be slowing, but equity investors are still pouring money 

into regional exchanges, although many are worried about sky-high valuations for the most popular 

banking and consumer goods companies. 

Perhaps more telling is that long-term investment by companies continues apace. The UN estimates 

the region attracted a record of $42bn in foreign direct investment last year, up 10% from 2012. 

The immediate future is brighter for some. Investors are bullish about Kenya, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, 

Tanzania, Mozambique, Botswana and Angola. 

There is no single-speed rapid-growth trajectory for “Africa Rising”.  As David Cowan, Africa 

economist at Citibank, said: “From time to time, we are going to have a bump in the road.” 
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ACCESSO ALL’ELETTRICITÀ, FINANZIAMENTI DALL’UE 

 

(2.4.2014 – Notiziario InfoAfrica) 

 

Per favorire l’accesso all’elettricità nelle aree rurali di diversi paesi africani, la Commissione europea 

ha annunciato ieri finanziamenti per 95 milioni di euro destinati a 16 progetti, di un valore 

complessivo di 155 milioni di euro. Lo riportano diversi media africani. 

A beneficiare dell’iniziativa sono  Madagascar, il Burkina Faso, il Senegal, il Camerun, la Liberia, la 

Tanzania, la Sierra Leone, l’Eritrea e il Rwanda. 

Gli aiuti dell’UE mirano a stimolare gli investimenti per un migliore accesso all’energia elettrica e un 

miglioramento del funzionamento delle infrastrutture in Africa. 

Si stima che circa due milioni di persone dovrebbero beneficiare, a termine, di questi nuovi 

finanziamenti. [CC] 
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CAN AFRICA CATCH UP IN INTERNET GDP? 

 

(01.04.2014 – AFK Insider) 

 

The Internet’s contribution to Africa’s economy is 3.4 times lower than that of the developed world 

but its uptake of mobile is 3.4 times greater, according to research by McKinsey & Co. 

Kinsey concluded that if Africa can close the Internet gap in the digital divide, it stands to gain 

US$300 billion — about the size of Nigeria’s economy today — that is if the Internet’s impact in 

Africa is a large as mobile’s has been, according to a report in BusinessTech. 

 

The Internet’s iGDP in Africa averages 1.1 percent – half that of other emerging economies – but 

has the potential to increase 10-fold in the next 10 years, McKinsey reports. 

iGDP measures the Internet’s contribution to a country’s economic gain, according to 

yourstory.com. In Africa, that works out to be between US$18-$18.5 billion. Two thirds of that 1.1 

percent is private consumption of Internet-related services and equipment, including smartphone. 

 

The remaining US$6 billion comes from public spending, infrastructure investment and business 

process outsourcing. 

But despite the slow start, Africa’s digital development is accelerating, McKinsey said. As the 

continent grows more connected, it is already producing innovative web-based applications and 

dynamic new business models, according to the BusinessTech report. 

“Today, Africa still lags behind other regions, but if it can bring Internet-related investment, 

adoption, and use up to the levels of other regions, the prize will be huge,” McKinsey said. 

The composition of iGDP varies from country to country in the McKinsey sample. 

For example, South Africa already has relatively strong Internet economies through strong e-

commerce players, entrepreneurial hubs, and local business process outsourcing and software 

development companies. 

South Africa’s iGDP contribution is 1.4 percent of the country’s total GDP — higher than Africa’s 1.1 

percent average. 

Private consumption accounts for the largest part of iGDP in Mozambique (85 percent), Ethiopia, 

Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Senegal, Kenya, and Ghana. Nigeria leads in public expenditure as a result 

of e-government initiatives. 
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Egypt has relatively high private investment generating 23 percent of its iGDP. 

The continent has the potential to see iGDP contribution increase to as much as 10 percent of total 

GDP by 2025 if it uses the Internet and technology to catch up to “best-in-class” countries, the 

report said. 

“If the Internet’s impact in Africa is as big as mobile voice’s, iGDP could jump to 10 percent or more 

than US$300 billion – roughly the size of Nigeria’s economy today,” McKinsey said. 

Full iGDP potential for the continent can be achieved through taking advantage of a growing young 

and urbanized generation; producing cheaper smartphones; and fostering more growth 

opportunities (such as BPO) through government initiatives and private business investments, 

BusinessTech reports. 

Entrepreneurs in particular are a vital force in developing the Internet ecosystem, and have many 

opportunities in ICT as Africa builds its tech community and infrastructure, McKinsey said. 

Governments must coordinate national vision to help achieve the continent’s potential, while private 

companies must innovate or lose out to the entrepreneurial drive. Large telecoms will need to 

prepare for voice-to-data migration, and along with other tech companies should partner with 

governments to drive the digital revolution, McKinsey said. 

 

Can Africa Catch Up In Internet GDP? 

 

“Public-private partnerships could make strides in delivering infrastructure, developing ICT 

capabilities, or delivering e-government, education, and health services,” McKinsey said. “For now, 

the Internet in Africa remains a wide-open space where companies and entrepreneurs can capture 

large opportunities if they are willing to move both rapidly and decisively.” 


